8§ 279. Fire alarmsignal systens and fire drills. 1. Fire al arm signal
systens. Except as may otherw se be provided by the board in its rules,
every factory building over two stories in height in which nore than
twenty-five persons are enpl oyed above the ground floor shall be
equi pped by the owner thereof with a fire alarm signal system having a
suf ficient nunber of signals clearly audible to all occupants of the
bui l ding, and so arranged as to permt the sounding of all the alarns
Wi thin the building whenever the alarmis sounded in any portion
t hereof. Such system shall be nmintained in good working order and no
person shall tanper with sanme or render ineffective any portion thereof
except to repair it. A person discovering a fire shall cause an alarmto
be sounded i medi ately. The board of standards and appeals in the city
of New York and el sewhere the board nay nmake rul es and regul ati ons
relating to the installation of fire alarmsignals and prescribing the
nunber, character and | ocation of the signals and the nmethod and
character of the installation including that of all appliances in
connection therewth.

2. Fire drills. Except as may ot herw se be provided by the board in
its rules, in every factory building over two stories in height in which
nore than twenty-five persons are enpl oyed above the ground floor, a
fire drill shall be conducted at |east once a nonth in which all of the
occupants of the building shall participate sinmultaneously and which
shal |l conduct all such occupants to a place of safety. In New York city
the fire comm ssioner and el sewhere the board shall nake rules,
regul ati ons and speci al orders necessary or suitable to each situation
and to secure the personal co-operation of all the tenants of the
building in a fire drill of all the occupants thereof. Such rul es,
regul ati ons and orders may require the posting of the same or an
abstract thereof and nay prescri be upon whom shall rest the duty of
carrying them out.

3. Exceptions. Subdivisions one and two of this section shall not
apply to a building in which every square foot of the floor area on al
stories is protected with an automatic sprinkler system having two
adequat e sources of water supply and approved by the public authorities
having jurisdiction thereof and in which al so the maxi mrum nunber of



occupants of any one fl oor does not exceed by nore than fifty per centum
the capacity of the exits, as determ ned by subdivisions one, two, three
and four of section two hundred and seventy-eight. If the conm ssioner
after investigation deternmines that the spirit of this chapter is
observed and public safety secured he may pernit in place of the
automati c sprinkler system before specified an automatic sprinkl er
syst em havi ng one adequate source of water supply and approved by the
public authorities having jurisdiction thereof.

4. The provisions of this section shall be enforced in the city of New
York by the fire comm ssioner of said city and el sewhere by the
commi ssi oner.



