§ 202-j. Leave of absence for bl ood donation granted to enpl oyees. 1.
For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Enpl oyee" nmeans a person who perforns services for hire for an
enpl oyer, for an average of twenty or nore hours per week, and includes
all individuals enployed at any site owned or operated by an enpl oyer
but shall not include an independent contractor.

(b) "Enployer"” means a person or entity that enploys twenty or nore
enpl oyees at at | east one site and includes an individual, corporation,
partnershi p, association, nonprofit organization, group of persons,
state, county, town, city, school district, public authority or other
gover nment al subdi vi si on of any ki nd.

2. An enployer must either, at its option: (a) grant three hours of

| eave of absence in any twelve nonth period to an enpl oyee who seeks to
donate bl ood; provided that the | eave of absence nay not exceed three
hours, unless otherw se agreed to by the enployer, and nust conply with
the requirenents established by the comm ssioner under subdivision five
of this section; or (b) allowits enployees w thout use of accunul ated

| eave time to donate bl ood during work hours at |east two tinmes per year
at a convenient tinme and place set by the enployer, including allow ng
an enployee to participate in a blood drive at the enployee's pl ace of
enpl oynent .

3. An enployer shall not retaliate agai nst an enpl oyee for requesting
or obtaining a | eave of absence under this section.

4. This section shall not prevent an enpl oyer from providing | eave for
bl ood donation in addition to | eave all owed under any ot her provision of
|l aw. This section shall not affect an enployee's rights with respect to
any ot her enployee benefit otherw se provided by | aw.

5. The comm ssioner is hereby authorized and directed to establish any
necessary guidelines, including requirenments for notice, request and
approval of |eave, and docunentation, for the tinmely inplenentation of
t he program






