8§ 201-c. Discrimnation in child-care | eave prohibited. 1. Wenever an
enpl oyer or governnmental agency permts an enployee to take a | eave of
absence upon the birth of such enployee's child, an adoptive parent,
foll owi ng the cormencenent of the parent-child relationship, shall be
entitled to the sane | eave and upon the same terns; provided, however,
that the adoptive parent shall not be entitled to such equal child care
| eave, or any portion thereof, at any tine after the adoptive child
reaches the mnimum age set forth in subdivision one of section three
t housand two hundred two of the education |law for attendance in public
school wi thout the paynment of tuition. Wth respect to the adoption of a
har d-t o- pl ace or handi capped child as defined in section four hundred
fifty-one of the social services |law who is under the age of eighteen,
an adoptive parent, follow ng conmencenent of the parent-child
rel ati onship, shall be entitled to such | eave of absence.

2. For purposes of this section, "comrencenent of the parent-child
rel ati onshi p" shall nean

a. When the adoption occurs under sponsorship of an authorized agency,
as defined in subdivision ten of section three hundred seventy-one of
the social services law, the date the child is placed by the authorized
agency in the hone of the adoptive parents pursuant to section three
hundred ei ghty-four of the social services |aw.

b. When the adoption occurs w thout the sponsorship of an authorized
agency, the date a petition for the adoption of a child residing with
the adoptive parents is filed in a court.

3. In addition to any other penalties or actions otherw se applicable
pursuant to this chapter, whenever an enpl oyer or governnental agency
has refused to extend avail able child-care | eave to an adoptive parent
in violation of this section, an aggrieved individual may comrence an
action for equitable relief and danages. In all actions brought pursuant
to this section, reasonable attorney's fees, as determned by the
court, shall be awarded to the prevailing plaintiff.



