8§ 2353. For-hire notor vehicle safety program reduction in rates of
certain conercial risk insurance prem uns for notor vehicles. (a) For
t he purposes of this section, an association shall nmean an association
where all the eligible nenbers of the association have the sane
prof essi on, trade, or occupation, and the association has been organi zed
and mai ntained in good faith for purposes principally other than that of
obtai ning i nsurance, and has been in active existence for at |east two
years.

(b) An association representing notor vehicles engaged in the business
of carrying or transporting passengers for-hire, having a seating
capacity of not | ess than eight passengers, shall be authorized to
create and i nplenment a conprehensive educational program designed to
advance for-hire notor vehicle safety, which provides for the training
of all operators in the safe operation of for-hire notor vehicles,
education about safety equi pnent that can enhance the safe operation of
vehicles, and training related to passenger safety. Such program shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, instruction which addresses the
foll owi ng subj ect areas:

(1) the concept of collision prevention, including a discussion of the
factors involved in traffic situations;

(2) al cohol and drug use as a contributing factor in notor vehicle
col l'i si ons;

(3) accident prevention techniques;

(4) the use of occupant restraints;

(5) the risk factors involved in driver attitude and behavi or such as
speedi ng, reckless and aggressive driving, and inproper |ane use;

(6) traffic laws in New York state;

(7) physical and nental condition of drivers;

(8) conditions and strategi es of driving;

(9) safe driving techniques in hazardous weat her conditions including
rain, wind, snow, ice, sleet and fog;

(10) equi pnent that can enhance the safe operation of vehicles; and

(11) passenger safety including but not limted to recommendi ng the
use of seat belts to passengers, warning passengers to exercise care
when boarding and exiting a vehicle and notifying passengers of
energency exits if applicable.

(c) The associ ation described in subsection (b) of this section shal



provide a certificate to nmenbers of such association who successfully
conpl ete a course of instruction on for-hire vehicle safety as
aut hori zed pursuant to this section.

(d) The superintendent shall provide for an actuarially appropriate
reduction for a period of three years in the rates of prem uns for
comercial risk insurance applicable to notor vehicles engaged in the
busi ness of carrying or transporting passengers for-hire, having a
seating capacity of not |less than eight passengers, for each triennial
conpl etion of a course of instruction on for-hire notor vehicle safety
as authorized pursuant to this section. The comm ssioner of notor
vehi cl es shall eval uate and approve any for-hire vehicle safety program
created pursuant to this section within sixty days of the effective date
of this section.

(e) An authorized insurer shall, upon subm ssion of a certificate by
an insured evidencing that such insured has conpleted a course of
i nstruction on for-hire notor vehicle safety as authorized pursuant to
this section, provide an actuarially appropriate reduction, for a period
of three years, of the prem umfor such insured s comrercial risk
i nsurance applicable to notor vehicles engaged in the business of
carrying or transporting passengers for-hire, having a seating capacity
of not |ess than eight passengers.

(f) Any insured who successfully conpletes a course of instruction on
for-hire notor vehicle safety pursuant to this section and receives a
prem um reduction on the insured' s commercial risk insurance policy
covering the for-hire vehicle shall not, during the period set forth in
subsection (e) of this section, also be eligible for an additi onal
prem um reduction on the insured' s commercial risk insurance policy
covering the for-hire vehicle for successful conpletion of the notor
vehi cl e accident prevention course, known as the national safety
council's defensive driving course, or any driver inprovenment course
approved by the departnment of notor vehicles as being equivalent to the
national safety council's defensive driving course, authorized under
section two thousand three hundred thirty-six of this article.

(g) The superintendent may pronul gate any rul es and regul ati ons
necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section.



