§ 2103. Insurance agents; licensing. (a) The superintendent may issue
a license to any person, firmor corporation who or which has conplied
with the requirenments of this chapter, authorizing such |licensee to act
as an insurance agent with respect to the lines of authority for life
i nsurance, variable |ife and variable annuity products, or accident and
heal t h i nsurance and sickness or any other line of authority deened to
be simlar by the superintendent, including for this purpose, health
mai nt enance organi zati on contracts, |egal services insurance or with
respect to any conbi nation of the above, as specified in such |icense,
on behalf of any insurer, fraternal benefit society or health
mai nt enance organi zati on, which is authorized to do such kind or kinds
of insurance or health naintenance organi zati on business in this state.

(b) The superintendent may issue a |license to any person, firm
associ ation or corporation who or which has conplied with the
requi renents of this chapter, authorizing the Iicensee to act as agent
of any authorized insurer, other than an insurer specified in subsection
(b) of section two thousand one hundred fifteen of this article, with
respect to the lines of authority for accident and health or sickness,
property, casualty, personal |lines or any other line of authority
granted other than life, and variable Iife and variable annuity
products, which such insurer is authorized to do in this state.

(c) Any such license issued to a firmor association shall authorize
only the menbers thereof, nanmed in such |icense as sub-licensees, to act
i ndividual |y as agents thereunder, and any such license issued to a
corporation shall authorize only the officers and directors thereof,
naned in such license as sub-licensees, to act individually as agents
t hereunder. Every sub-1licensee, acting as insurance agent pursuant to
such a license shall be authorized so to act only in the nane of the
| i censee.

(d) Every individual applicant for a license under this section and
every proposed sub-licensee shall be eighteen years of age or over at
the time of the issuance of such |icense.

(e) Before any original insurance agent's license is issued there
shall be on file in the office of the superintendent an application by
t he prospective licensee in such formor fornms and suppl enents, and
containing informati on the superintendent prescribes and for each
busi ness entity, the sub-licensee or sub-licensees naned in the



application shall be designated responsible for the business entity's
conpliance with the insurance | aws, rules and regul ations of this state.

(f) (1) The superintendent shall, in order to determ ne the conpetency
of every individual applicant and of every proposed sub-licensee to have
the kind of license applied for, require such individual to submt to a
personal written exam nation and to pass the sanme to the satisfaction of
t he superintendent. Such exam nation shall be held at such tines and
pl aces as the superintendent shall fromtine to tinme determ ne. Every
i ndi vidual applying to take any witten exam nation shall, at the tine
of applying therefor, pay to the superintendent, or, at the discretion
of the superintendent, directly to any organi zation that is under
contract to provide exanmi nation services, an exam nation fee of an
anount which is the actual documented adm nistrative cost of conducting
said qualifying exam nation as certified by the superintendent fromtine
to time. An exam nation fee represents an adm nistrative expense and is
not refundable. The superintendent nay accept, in lieu of any such
exam nation, the result of any previous witten exam nation, given by
t he superintendent, which in his judgnent is equivalent to the
exam nation for which it is substituted.

(2) The superintendent may fromtine to tinme nake reasonabl e
classifications of the kinds of insurance and may prescribe the
foll owi ng types of exam nati ons:

(A) For individuals seeking to qualify to obtain a |icense under
subsection (a) of this section, one exam nation adapted to test the
qualifications for a life insurance agent's |license, another adapted to
test the qualifications for an accident and health insurance agent's
| i cense and anot her adapted to test the qualifications for a | egal
services insurance |license. Each such individual shall be required to
pass the type or types of exam nation prescribed by the superintendent
for the line or lines of authority, as specified in subsection (a) of
this section, for which the |icense is sought. No individual shall be
deened qualified to take the exam nation or exam nations unless he shal
have successfully conpleted a course or courses, approved as to nethod
and content by the superintendent, covering the principal branches and
contracts of life insurance, annuity contracts, disability insurance,
acci dent and health insurance and rel ated i nsurance and requiring not
| ess than forty hours of classroomwork or the equivalent in



correspondence work or simlar instruction, provided, however, that, at
the discretion of the superintendent, insurance subject nmaterial nay be
elimnated fromcourse content, with a correspondi ng reduction in course
hours, if an insurer is not authorized to transact such kind or kinds of
insurance in this state. Such course or courses either shall have been
given by a degree conferring college or university which has, when such
course is taken by such individual, a curriculumor curricula registered
with the state education departnent, whether such course be given as
part of any such curricula or separately, or by any other institution or
life or accident and health insurer which naintai ns equival ent standards
of instruction, and which shall have been approved for such purpose by

t he superi nt endent.

(B) For individuals seeking to qualify to obtain a |icense under
subsection (b) of this section, not nore than six types of exam nations,
each adapted to test the qualifications of an individual with respect to
t he ki nds of insurance business specified in such classification. Every
such individual shall be required to pass the type or types of
exanm nation prescribed by the superintendent for the line or lines of
authority for which the license is sought. No individual shall be deened
qualified to take the exam nation unless he shall have successfully
conpl eted a course or courses, approved as to method and content by the
superintendent, covering the principal branches of the insurance
busi ness and requiring not |less than ninety hours of classroomwork or
t he equi val ent in correspondence work, a course offered over the
internet or a simlar institution, in institutions of |earning nmeeting
t he standards prescribed by paragraph one of subsection (a) of section
two thousand one hundred four of this article; provided, however, with
respect to a license issued pursuant to subsection (b) of this section
for a personal line of authority, there shall be required not |ess than
forty hours of such classroomwork or the equivalent in correspondence
wor k, a course offered over the internet or a simlar institution.

(3) The superintendent shall require that all witten exam nations
request the applicant to set forth: (i) his or her full nane, age,
resi dence address, business address and mailing address; (ii) the
applicant's gender; (iii) the applicant's native | anguage; (iv) the
applicant's highest |evel of education achieved; and (v) the applicant's
race or ethnicity. This section of the exam nation shall include a clear



and unanbi guous statenent that the applicant is not required to disclose
his or her race or ethnicity, gender, native |anguage or |evel of

education, that he or she will not be penalized for failing to do so,
and that the departnent will use this information solely for statistical
pur poses that will then be studied in order to ensure continued quality

and fairness of the exam nation.

(g) No such witten exam nation shall be required:

(1) as a prerequisite to the issuance of a baggage or accident and
heal th i nsurance agent's license to any ticket selling agent or
representative of a railroad conpany, steanship conpany, carrier by air,
or public bus carrier, who shall act thereunder as insurance agent only
in reference to the issuance of baggage or accident insurance tickets
primarily for the purpose of covering risk of travel;

(2) in the discretion of the superintendent, of any individual whose
| i cense has been revoked or suspended,;

(3) of any individual seeking to be naned as a |icensee or sub-
| i censee, under subsection (a) hereof, to represent a fraternal benefit
society as its agent;

(4) in connection with any certificate of appointnent for an
additional insurer, provided the certificate of appoi ntnment does not
i ncl ude any additional kind of insurance;

(5) in the discretion of the superintendent, of any individual seeking
to be naned as a |licensee or sub-licensee who is a non-resident
i nsurance agent;

(6) of any person who received a license effective the first day of
July, nineteen hundred ei ghty-seven to represent any assessnent
corporation which was limted on that date to the kinds of insurance
specified in subsection (a) of section six thousand six hundred five of
this chapter, and whose license is limted to those kinds of insurance,
in connection with any certificate of appointnment to represent another
such assessnent corporation, provided the certificate of appointnment
does not include any additional kind of insurance.

(7) of any applicant who has passed the witten exam nation given by
t he superintendent for an insurance agent's |license and was |icensed as
such or of an applicant who was |icensed as an insurance agent but did
not pass such an exam nation, provided the applicant applies within two
years following the date of term nation of his |icense;



(8) of any person who was appointed prior to the first day of July,
ni net een hundred fifty-seven, to represent any donestic assessnent
co-operative property/casualty insurance conpany which shall be |icensed
to do the business permtted under subsection (b) of section six
t housand six hundred five of this chapter, provided such person within
three nonths after that date files with the superintendent an
application for a license in such formas the superintendent shal
prescri be;

(9) in the discretion of the superintendent, as to all or any part of
the witten exam nation or the prerequisite mninumforty hour course
speci fied in subparagraph (A) of paragraph two of subsection (f) of this
section, of any individual seeking to be naned a |icensee or
sub-1icensee, upon whom has been conferred the Chartered Life
Underwiter (C.L.U) or Chartered Life Underwiter Associ ate designation
by The American Col | ege;

(10) in the discretion of the superintendent, as to all or any part of
the witten exam nation or the prerequisite m ninum ninety hour course
speci fied in subparagraph (B) of paragraph two of subsection (f) of this
section, of any individual seeking to be naned a |icensee or
subl i censee, upon whom has been conferred the Chartered Property
Casualty Underwriter (C.P.C. U ) designation by the American Institute
for Property and Liability Underwiters; or

(11) of any individual who applies for an insurance agent |icense in
this state who was previously licensed for the sanme |line or |lines of
authority in another state, provided, however, that the applicant's hone
state grants non-resident licenses to residents of this state on the
same basis. Such individual shall also not be required to conplete any
prelicensing education. This exenption is only available if the person
is currently licensed in that state or if the application is received
wi thin ninety days of the date of cancellation of the applicant's
previous |license and if the prior state issues a certification that, at
the tine of cancellation, the applicant was in good standing in that
state or the state's producer database records, maintained by the
Nati onal Association of Insurance Conmm ssioners, its affiliates or
subsidiaries, indicate that the producer is or was |licensed in good
standing for the line of authority requested. An individual or entity
i censed in another state who noves to this state shall nake an



application within ninety days of establishing | egal residence to becone
a resident licensee. No prelicensing education or exam nation shall be
required of that person to obtain any line of authority previously held
in the prior state except where the superintendent determ nes otherw se
by regul ati on.

(h) The superintendent may refuse to i ssue any insurance agent's
license if, in his judgnent, the proposed |icensee or any sub-licensee
is not trustworthy and conpetent to act as such agent, or has given
cause for the revocation or suspension of such a license, or has failed
to conply with any prerequisite for the issuance of such |icense.

(i) (1) The superintendent nmay require fromevery applicant and from
every proposed sub-licensee, before or after issuing any such |icense, a
stat enent subscribed and affirned as true by the applicant under the
penal ties of perjury as to the ownership of any interest in an applicant
firm association or corporation and as to facts indicating whether any
appl i cant has been by reason of an existing license, if any, or will be
by reason of the license applied for, receiving any benefit or advantage
in violation of section two thousand three hundred twenty-four of this
chapter, and also as to such facts as he may deem pertinent to the
requi renents of this subsection. The superintendent may refuse to issue,
suspend or revoke a license, as the case may be, to or of any applicant
if he finds that such applicant has been or will be, as aforesaid,
recei ving any benefit or advantage in violation of section tw thousand
three hundred twenty-four of this chapter, or if he finds that nore than
ten percent of the aggregate net conmm ssions, received during the twelve
nont h period i medi ately preceding, if any, or to be received during the
ensui ng twel ve nonths, by the applicant, resulted or will result from
i nsurance on the property and ri sks:

(A) of the spouse of an individual applicant; and of any corporation
of which such individual applicant or his or her spouse or both own nore
than fifty percent of the shares; and of any affiliated or subsidiary
corporations of such corporation; and of the nenbers of any firmor
associ ation and their spouses, of which firmor association the
i ndi vi dual applicant or his or her spouse is a nenber;

(B) of the nmenmbers of an applicant firmor association and their
respecti ve spouses, and of the owners of any interest in such firmor
associ ation and their respective spouses, and of any corporation of



whi ch such firmor association or the nmenbers or owners and their
respective spouses, either individually or in the aggregate, own nore
than fifty percent of the shares, and of any affiliated or subsidiary
corporations of such corporation, and of any other firmand the nmenbers
t hereof and their respective spouses, of which other firma nmenber or
menbers of the applicant firmor association and their respective
spouses are nenbers or owners; and

(C of the sharehol ders of an applicant corporation and their
respecti ve spouses, and of any affiliated and subsidiary corporations of
such applicant corporation, and of any subsidiary and affiliated
corporations of a corporation owning any interest in such applicant
corporation, and of any firmor association and the nenbers thereof and
their respective spouses which either individually or collectively own
nore than fifty percent of the shares of the applicant corporation, and
of any corporation of which such firmor association and its nenbers and
their respective spouses, either individually or in the aggregate, own
nore than fifty percent of the shares, and of any affiliated or
subsidiary corporation of such corporation.

(2) Nothing herein disqualifies any applicant by reason of acts done
or facts existing at a tine when the sane did not, under the law then in
force, constitute or contribute to constituting such a disqualification.

(3) The word "applicant” in this subsection, includes a |icensee or
sub-Iicensee.

(j) (1) Any license currently in force issued to an insurance agent of
any insurer, fraternal benefit society or health naintenance
organi zati on pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be deened
term nated as of June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ei ghty-five. Any
license currently in force issued to an insurance agent of any insurer
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section w thout an expiration date
shal |l be deened term nated as of June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
ei ghty-si x.

(2) Every license issued to a business entity pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section shall expire on June thirtieth of odd nunbered
years. Every license issued to a business entity pursuant to subsection
(b) of this section shall expire on June thirtieth of odd nunbered
years. On and after January first, two thousand seven, every |icense
i ssued pursuant to this section to an individual, and every license in



effect prior to January first, tw thousand seven that was issued
pursuant to this section to an individual, who was born in an odd
nunbered year, shall expire on the individual's birthday in each odd
nunbered year. On and after January first, two thousand seven, every

| i cense issued pursuant to this section to an individual, and every
license in effect prior to January first, two thousand seven that was

i ssued pursuant to this section to an individual, who was born in an
even nunbered year, shall expire on the individual's birthday in each
even nunbered year. Every such |icense nmay be renewed for the ensuing
period of twenty-four nonths upon the filing of an application in
conformty with this subsection. The superintendent may issue such rules
and regul ati ons as the superintendent deens necessary to inplenment the
terms of this subsection including regulations providing that, prior to
July first, two thousand twenty-three, the registration fees and
continui ng education requirenents for the renewal of any l|icense issued
to a business entity pursuant to this subsection for a period that is
nore than twenty-four nonths may be increased in proportion to the

| ength of the period of |icensure.

(3) In the case of a license issued to a new applicant, the
superintendent may issue a license for a termof nore than two years,
provi ded however, such term shall not exceed thirty nonths.

(4) Any license shall be considered in good standing within the
i cense term unl ess:

(A) revoked or suspended by the superintendent pursuant to this
article.

(B) all certificates of appointnent have been term nated by the
insurers, at which tine the |icense becones inactive.

(C if at the expiration date of the license term provided the
license was in good standing during the term the licensee fails to file
a renewal application.

(5) Before the renewal of any insurance agent's |license shall be
i ssued, the follow ng requirenents shall have been net:

(A) The licensee shall have filed a conpleted renewal application in
such formor forns and suppl enents thereto and containing such
i nformati on as the superintendent may prescri be.

(B) The licensee shall have paid such fees as are prescribed in this
secti on.



(6) If the agent's license is deened to be in an inactive status at
the tine of renewal, a renewal application nay be conpleted and filed
with the superintendent for the ensuing termof a |icense; however, if a
certificate of appointnment is not filed on the agent's behalf within the
termof the renewal, the license will expire and will not be renewed at
the end of the license term During the termof the |icense for which no
certificate of appointnment was on file, it shall be deenmed to be
i nacti ve.

(7) I'f an application for a renewal |icense shall have been filed with
t he superintendent before the expiration of such license, the |license
sought to be renewed shall continue in full force and effect either

until the issuance by the superintendent of the renewal |icense applied
for or until five days after the superintendent shall have refused to
i ssue such renewal |icense and shall have given notice of such refusa

to the applicant and to each proposed sub-licensee. Before refusing to
renew any such |icense, except on the ground of failure to pass a
written exam nation, the superintendent shall notify the applicant of
his intention to do so and shall give such applicant a hearing.

(8) (A The superintendent nmay in issuing a renewal |icense dispense
with the requirenents of a verified application by any individual
| i censee or sub-licensee who, by reason of being engaged in any mlitary
service for the United States, is unable to nmake personal application
for such renewal |icense, upon the filing of an application on behalf of
such individual, in such formas the superintendent shall prescribe, by
some person or persons who in his judgnment have know edge of the facts
and who nmake affidavit showing such mlitary service and the inability
of such insurance agent to nmeke personal application.

(B) An individual |icensee or sub-licensee who is unable to conply
with license renewal procedures due to other extenuating circunstances,
such as a long-term nedi cal disability, may request a waiver of such
procedures, in such formas the superintendent shall prescribe. The
| i censee or sub-licensee may al so request a waiver of any exam nation
requi renent or any other fine or sanction inposed for failure to conply
wi th renewal procedures.

(9) In addition to any exam nation fee required by subsection (f) of
this section, there shall be paid to the superintendent for each
i ndi vidual |icense applicant and each proposed sub-|icensee the sum of



forty dollars for each year or fraction of a year in which a |icense
shall be valid. If, however, the license applicant or a proposed
sub-1icensee should withdraw the application or the superintendent
shoul d deny the application before the |license applied for is issued,

t he superintendent may refund the fee paid by the applicant for the
license applied for with the exception of any exam nation fees required
pursuant to subsection (f) of this section.

(10) An application for the renewal of a license shall be filed with
t he superintendent not | ess than sixty days prior to the date the
| icense expires or the applicant shall be subject to a further fee for
late filing of ten dollars.

(11) No license fee shall be required of any person who served as a
menber of the arnmed forces of the United States at any tine and who (A)
shal | have been di scharged therefrom under conditions other than
di shonorabl e, or (B) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section
one of the veterans' services |aw, and has received a di scharge ot her
t han bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (C) is a
di scharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section one of the veterans
services law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorabl e from such service, in a current |icensing period, for the
duration of such period.

(12) Except where a corporation, association or firmlicensed as an
i nsurance agent is applying to add a sub-licensee, or the date of the
expiration of the license is changed, there shall be no fee required for
t he i ssuance of an anmended |icense.

(13) The license shall contain the |licensee's nanme, address, personal
identification nunber, the date of issuance, the |icensee's |ines of
authority, the expiration date and any other information the
superi ntendent deens necessary.

(k) If the superintendent deens it necessary he may require any
| i censed agent to submit a new application at any tine.

(1) Any licensee may at any tinme while such license is in force apply
to the superintendent for an additional |icense authorizing such
| i censee, and the sub-licensees nanmed in such existing |icense, to act
as insurance agents for additional insurers. The superintendent may,
after the requirenents of this chapter have been conplied with, issue
such additional |icense.



(m An agent appointed for an insurer authorized to transact business
in this state may transact business for any subsidiaries or affiliates
of said insurer that are licensed in this state for the sane |line or
| ines of insurance w thout such insurers subnmtting additional
appoi ntnments, provided a certified copy of a resolution adopted by the
board of directors of each of the insurers requesting such authority is
filed with the superintendent by each of the insurers and renewed and
refil ed whenever deened necessary by the superintendent. The resol ution
shal |l al so designate the primary insurer for which all of the conmpany's
agents nmust be appoi nted pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this
section, and said appointnent nust be in full force and effect in order
to transact business for any of the affiliated or subsidiary insurers.

(n) Any insurance agent |licensed pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section is hereby authorized while so |icensed, to act in the sale,
solicitation or negotiation for an insurance contract providing solely
for disability benefits witten to neet mninmumrequirenments of article
ni ne of the workers' conpensation |aw.

(o) The superintendent may issue a replacenent for a currently in
force |icense which has been | ost or destroyed. Before such repl acenent
i cense shall be issued, there shall be on file in the office of the
superintendent a witten application for such replacenent |icense,
affirm ng under penalty of perjury that the original |icense has been
| ost or destroyed, together with a fee of fifteen dollars.



