8§ 980-n. Cooperative operation and nmanagenent of business i nprovenent
districts. (a) Wienever two or nore nunicipalities have each created a
busi ness i nprovenent district pursuant to this article, the
municipalities nmay enter into, amend, and term nate agreenents with each
ot her for the operation and managenent of their respective business
i nprovenent districts, in accordance with this article and each district
pl an, on a cooperative basis, provided that the business inprovenent
districts are contiguous, and provided further that the goals and
objectives of the districts are conpati bl e.

(b) Any such agreenent shall be approved by each participating
municipality by a majority vote of its governing board, and nmay contain
provisions relating to the rights and responsibilities of the respective
municipalities, a nethod for equitably allocating costs and ot her
matters, consistent with this article, as nmay be reasonably necessary
and proper to effectuate the cooperative operation and managenent of the
districts. Nothing herein shall be construed as authorizing the
participating nmunicipalities to i ssue joint indebtedness and any
i ndebt edness whi ch has been heretofore issued by a nunicipality in
connection with a business inprovenent district shall renmain the sole
responsibility of the issuing municipality.

(c) Municipalities which have agreed to operate and manage busi ness
i mprovenent districts on a cooperative basis shall either establish a
di strict managenent association for each business inprovenent district
as provided in section nine hundred eighty-mof this article, or if
agreed to by all of the participating nmunicipalities, nay establish a
singl e cooperative district managenent association. Such cooperative
di strict managenent association shall have the sanme powers and duties as
provided in section nine hundred eighty-mof this article.

(d) Where a cooperative district nmanagenent association is
established, the board of directors of such district managenent
associ ation shall be conposed of representatives of owners and tenants
Wi thin each district, provided, however, that not |l ess than a majority
of its menbers shall represent owners and provided further that tenants
of commercial space and dwelling units within the districts shall also
be represented on the board. The nunber of such representatives of
owners and tenants fromeach district shall be in an equitable
proportion as determ ned by agreenent of the participating



muni cipalities. The board shall include, in addition, three nmenbers from
each participating nunicipality as follows: a nenber appointed by the
chi ef executive officer of each participating nunicipality; a nmenber
appoi nted by the chief financial officer of each participating

muni cipality; and a nenber appointed by the | egislative body of each
participating municipality.

(e) Where the nunicipalities which have agreed to operate and nanage
their business inprovenent districts on a cooperative basis decide to
term nate their agreenent, such cooperative district nmanagenent
associ ation shall be dissolved, and shall be replaced by separate
di strict managenent associations in accordance with section nine hundred
eighty-mof this article.



