8§ 970-b. Legislative findings and declaration. It is hereby found and
declared that there exists in many comunities blighted areas which
threaten the econom c and social well-being of the people of the state.
Bl i ghted areas are characterized by one or nore of the conditions set
forth in subdivision (a) of section nine hundred seventy-c of this
article.

It is further found and declared that such conditions of blight tend
to further obsol escence, deterioration and di suse and that renedying
such conditions is necessary to facilitate conmercial and industri al
devel opnment, to nmintain and expand the supply of |ow and
noder at e-i ncone housi ng and to naintain and expand enpl oynent
opportunities for jobless, underenployed and | ow i nconme persons.

For these reasons it is declared to be the policy of the state to
protect and pronote the sound devel opnent and redevel opnent of blighted
areas and whenever the redevel opnent of such areas cannot be
acconpl i shed by private enterprise alone w thout public participation
and assistance in the acquisition of land, in planning and in the
financi ng of |and assenbly, in the work of clearance, and in the naking
of inprovenents necessary therefor, it is in the public interest to
enpl oy the power of em nent domain, to advance or expend public funds
for these purposes, and to provide a neans by which blighted areas may
be redevel oped or rehabilitated.

It is further found and decl ared that sound devel opnent and
redevel opnent of blighted areas increases public school enrollnent by
provi di ng af fordabl e housing and enpl oynent opportunities and the need
for expanded public education facilities and services.



