8§ 96. Municipal community garden activities. 1. A nunicipality is
authorized to hold | and, however acquired, either in fee or of a | esser
interest, or by |ease, contract or agreenent with the owners and to
all ow sane to be used for comrunity gardeni ng under the ternms and
conditions established in article thirty-eight of the executive |aw, as
applicable, for such period of time and under such further conditions as
may be aut horized by local law. Such use of land is a valid exercise of
muni ci pal powers. A nunicipality may encourage individuals, comunity
organi zati ons and groups to use vacant |ands and nunicipal facilities
for such period of tine and under such conditions as the nmunicipality
may determ ne for use in community garden prograns, including but not
limted to, a condition that users possess liability insurance and
accept liability for injury or damage resulting fromuse of the vacant
public land for comrunity gardeni ng purposes. A fee related to
preparation of assigned |ots may be charged parti ci pants.

2. Anunicipality nay establish a programin conjunction with the
cooperati ve extension or county extension association for ready
identification of accessible |land resources in the nmunicipality
avail abl e for such prograns. Any conmunity garden program should to the
full est extent practicable be community in scope in order that al
interested fam lies and individuals, who reside in the area, be afforded
an equal opportunity to use avail able plots subject to reasonabl e
continui ng tenure.

3. A municipal corporation nmay assist the devel opnent of a comrmunity
garden by contributing, or providing at cost, fromresources under the
control of the nunicipality, upon agreenment with the user of such |and
as approved pursuant to the local finance law initial site preparation,
including top soil and grading; water systens; perineter fencing;
storage bins or sheds, and other necessary appurtenances or equi pnent.

4. At the discretion of the nunicipality, fertilizer including
muni ci pal | y produced conpost, seeds, or tools nay be procured in
gquantity and nmade avail able at cost to comrunity groups involved in
garden projects. Atool lending facility may be established by the
municipality so that gardening tools are available on an equitable



rotating basis to all nenbers of the community. Such assistance shall be
a valid municipal purpose.

5. For the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this section, a
comunity gardeni ng program may be deened part of a youth or senior
citizen program



