8§ 705. Hearing. 1. Such governing boards shall neet at the tinme and
pl ace specified in such notice or anended and republished notice. The
menbers of the participating boards shall agree on the selection of one
of their menbers to preside at such neeting and in the event no such
agreenent is reached, he shall be chosen by |ot. Such governi ng boards
shal | hear any testinony and receive evidence and information which may
be presented concerning the petition and the question of whether the
annexation is in the over-all public interest, including but not limted
to testinony, evidence and information concerning the follow ng:

a. That a person signing the petition is not qualified therefor, or

b. Wth respect to a petition, other than one purporting to be signed
by owners of a mpjority of the assessed valuation of real property, that
t he persons signing such petition do not constitute twenty per centum of
the persons residing within such territory qualified to vote for
officers of the city, town or village, as the case nay be, in which the
territory is situated, or

c. Wth respect to a petition, other than one purporting to be signed
by at | east twenty per centum of persons qualified to vote for | ocal
of ficers, that the persons signing such petition do not represent the
owners of a nmpjority in assessed valuation of the real property in such
territory assessed upon the | ast precedi ng assessnment roll of, or
utilized by, the | ocal governnent or governments in which the territory
is situated, or

d. That the petition does not otherw se substantially conply in form
or content with the provisions of this article, or

e. That the proposed annexation is or is not in the over-all public
interest (1) of the territory proposed to be annexed, or (2) of the
| ocal governnment or governnments to which the territory is proposed to be
annexed, or (3) of the remaining area of the |ocal government or
governnments in which such territory is situated, or (4) of any schoo
district, fire district or other district corporation, public benefit
corporation, fire protection district, fire alarmdistrict or town or



county inprovenent district, situated wholly or partly in the territory
proposed to be annexed.

2. (bjections based on any of the grounds set forth in paragraphs a,
b, ¢ or d of subdivision one of this section shall, in addition to the
presentation of any oral testinony thereon, be submtted in witing and
pl aced on file with the boards hol di ng such hearing and made a part of
the record thereof. Any oral testinony presented at such hearing
relating to the grounds set forth in paragraph e of subdivision one of
this section shall be reduced to witing and shall be a part of the
record of such hearing. The hearing may be adjourned, but nust be
concluded within ten days after the date fixed in the notice. The cost
of providing such record shall be shared by the affected | ocal
governnments equally or on the basis of any equitable nmethod or formula
agreed upon by their governing boards.

3. In the event that the governing board of an affected | ocal
governnment does not participate in such hearing, the governing board or
boards of the other affected |ocal government or governnents shall have
power to conduct such hearing w thout the participation of such fornmer
gover ni ng board.



