* § 50-j. Liability of police officers for negligence in the
performance of duty. 1. Notwi thstanding the provisions of any general,
special or local law, charter or code to the contrary, every city,
county, town, village, authority or agency shall be liable for, and
shall assune the liability to the extent that it shall save harn ess,
any duly appointed police officer of such municipality, authority or
agency for any negligent act or tort, provided such police officer, at
the tine of the negligent act or tort conplained of, was acting in the
performance of his duties and within the scope of his enploynent.

2. For purposes of this section, a police officer of any such
muni ci pal corporation, authority or agency, although excused from
official duty at the tine, shall be deened to be acting in the discharge
of duty when engaged in the i medi ate and actual performance of a public
duty inposed by | aw and such public duty perforned was for the benefit
of the citizens of the conmunity wherein such public duty was perfornmed
and the nunicipal corporation, authority or agency derived no speci al
benefit in its corporate capacity.

3. No action or special proceeding instituted hereunder shall be
prosecuted or maintai ned agai nst the nmunicipality, authority or agency
concerned or such police officer unless notice of claimshall have been
made and served upon such nunicipality, authority or agency in
conpliance with section fifty-e of this chapter. Every such action shal
be comrenced pursuant to the provisions of section fifty-i of this
chapter.

4. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the city of New
Yor k.

5. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the New York city
housi ng authority.

6. a. In addition to the requirenents of subdivision one of this
section, upon discretionary adoption of a |local |aw, ordinance,
resolution, rule or regulation, any city, county, town, village,
authority, or agency shall provide for the defense of any civil action



or proceedi ng brought against a duly appointed police officer of such
municipality, authority or agency and shall indemify and save harni ess
such police officer fromany judgnment of a court of conpetent
jurisdiction whenever such action, proceeding or judgnent is for
punitive or exenplary danages, arising out of a negligent act or other
tort of such police officer conmtted while in the proper discharge of
his duties and within the scope of his enploynment. Such municipality,
authority or agency is hereby authorized and enpowered to purchase

i nsurance to cover the cost of such defense and i ndemnification.

b. The determ nation of whether any such police officer properly
di scharged his duties within the scope of his enploynent shall be nade
in a manner which shall be promul gated by the chief executive officer or
if there be none, the chief legislative officer, and adopted by the
governi ng board of such rnunicipality, authority or agency.

* NB There are 2 § 50-j's



