8§ 5-b. Collection of fines, civil penalties, rent, rates, taxes, fees,
charges and other anounts via the internet. 1. The governi ng board of
any | ocal governnent, as that termis defined in section ten of this
article, may, by local |aw, ordinance or resolution, determne that it
is in the public interest and authorize such |ocal governnent to provide
for the acceptance of penalties, rents, rates, taxes, fees, charges,
revenue, financial obligations or other amounts, including penalties,
speci al assessnents or interest via a nunicipal internet website or the
website of a third-party vendor that has contracted with the | ocal
governnment to receive such paynents on its behal f. Subm ssion via the
i nternet may not, however, be required as the sole nethod for the
collection of fines, civil penalties, rent, rates, taxes, fees, charges
and ot her anmounts. Such paynents shall be accepted via the internet in a
manner and condition defined by such | ocal governnent. Any nethod used
to receive internet paynents shall conply with article three of the
state technol ogy | aw and any rul es and regul ati ons pronul gated and
gui del i nes devel oped thereunder and, at a mninmum nust (a) authenticate
the identity of the sender; and (b) ensure the security of the
information transmtted.

2. Any | ocal governnent authorizing the paynent of taxes via the
i nternet shall provide or direct its vendor to provide a confirmation
page to the taxpayer follow ng the conpletion of the internet
transaction. Such confirmation page shall include, at |east, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) the date the internet transaction was conpleted and sent by the
t axpayer;

(b) the anpunt paid;

(c) a unique confirmtion nunber; and

(d) a notice advising the taxpayer to print out and retain the
confirmati on page as his or her receipt.

3. Paynents received via the internet shall be considered received by
the appropriate officer and paid by the taxpayer at the time the

i nternet transaction is conpleted and sent by the taxpayer.

4. The underlying debt, lien, obligation, bill, account or other



anount owed to the | ocal government for which paynent by internet is
accepted by the I ocal governnent shall not be expunged, cancell ed,

rel eased, discharged or satisfied, and any recei pt or other evidence of
paynment shall be deened conditional, until the |ocal governnent has
recei ved final and unconditional paynent of the full amount due.

5. The governing board, in enacting a |ocal |aw, ordinance or
resolution pursuant to this section, shall designate which of its
of ficers, charged with the duty of collecting or receiving noneys on
behal f of the |ocal governnent, shall be authorized to accept such
paynments via the internet.

6. The state conptroller shall issue such guidelines as he or she
deens appropriate governing the use of third-party vendors for this
pur pose. Any |local governnent contracting with a third-party vendor for
this purpose shall follow the guidelines issued by the state
conptroller



