8§ 495-a. Unl awful bingo or gane. 1. For the purposes of this section,
"bi ngo" or "gane" shall nmean and include a specific gane or chance,
comonly known as bingo or lotto, in which prizes are awarded on the
basi s of designated nunbers or synbols on a card conform ng to numbers
or synbols selected at random whether or not a person who participates
as a player furnishes sonmething of value for the opportunity to
parti ci pate.

2. Any person, firm partnership, association, corporation or
organi zati on hol ding, operating, or conducting bingo or a gane is guilty
of a m sdeneanor, except when operating, holding or conducting:

(a) I'n accordance with a valid license issued pursuant to this
article; or

(b) (i) Wthin a nmunicipality that has authorized the conduct of bingo
ganmes by aut horized organi zati ons:

(A) within the confines of a home for purposes of anusenent or
recreati on where (1) no player or other person furnishes anything of
value for the opportunity to participate, and (Il) the prizes awarded or
to be awarded are nom nal

(B) within any apartnent, condom nium or cooperative conpl ex,
retirement conmunity, or other group residential conplex or facility
where (I) sponsored by the operator of or an association related to such
conpl ex, comunity or facility, (lIl) such ganes are conducted solely for
t he purpose of amusenent and recreation of its residents, (I1l) no
pl ayer or other person furnishes anything of value for the opportunity
to participate, (IV) the value of the prizes shall not exceed ten
dollars for any one gane or a total of one hundred fifty dollars in any
cal endar day, (V) such ganes are not conducted on nore than one day per
week and not nore than thirty times during any cal endar year, and (V)
no person ot her than an enpl oyee or vol unteer of such conplex, comunity
or facility conducts or assists in conducting the gane or ganes.

(C© on behalf of any bona fide social, charitable, educational,
recreational, fraternal, religious, not-for-profit or age group
organi zation, club or association solely for the purpose of anusenent
and recreation of its nmenbers or beneficiaries where (1) no player or
ot her person furnishes anything of value for the opportunity to
participate, (lI1) the value of the prizes shall not exceed ten dollars



for any one ganme or a total of one hundred fifty dollars in any cal endar
day, (Ill) such games are not conducted on nore than one day per week
and not nore than thirty tinmes during any cal endar year, (1V) no person
ot her than a bona fide active nenber of the organization, club or
associ ation participates in the conduct of the ganes, and (V) no person
is paid for conducting or assisting in the conduct of the game or ganes.

(D) as a hotel's, notel's, recreational or entertainnment facility's or
comon carrier's social activity solely for the purpose of anusenent and
recreation of its patrons where (1) no player or other person furnishes
anyt hing of value for the opportunity to participate, (lI1) the val ue of
the prizes shall not exceed ten dollars for any one gane or a total of
one hundred fifty dollars in any cal endar day, (lI1l) such ganmes are not
conducted on nore than fifteen days during any cal endar year, (IV) no
person other than an enpl oyee or volunteer conducts or assists in
conducting the gane or ganes, and (V) the ganme or ganes are not
conducted in the sane room where al coholic beverages are sol d.

(ii) The control comm ssion and the governing body of the nunicipality
i n which bingo ganmes are conducted pursuant to this paragraph shall have
the authority to regulate the conduct of such ganes. Any bingo gane or
ganmes, in which no participant or other person furnishes anything of
value for the opportunity to participate, which is operated in violation
of this paragraph, a civil penalty of not nore than one hundred doll ars
may be inposed for the first such violation, a civil penalty of not nore
t han one hundred fifty dollars may be inposed for the second such
violation in a period of three years, and a civil penalty of not nore
than two hundred dollars may be inposed for the third or subsequent such
violation in a period of five years.

3. The provisions of this section shall apply to all municipalities
within this state, including those nunicipalities where this article is
i noperative.



