8§ 239-i. Regional conprehensive plans. 1. Content of a regional
conprehensi ve plan. The regi onal conprehensive plan may include the
follow ng topics of significance at the |level of detail adapted to the
speci al requirenments of the region:

(a) general statenents of goals, objectives, principles, policies, and
st andards upon which proposals for the i nmedi ate and | ong-range
protection, enhancenent, growh and devel opnent of the region are based;

(b) consideration of regional needs and the official plans of other
government units and agencies within the region;

(c) the existing and proposed intensity of |and uses;

(d) consideration of agricultural uses, historic and cul tural
resources, coastal and natural resources and sensitive environnental
areas;

(e) consideration of popul ati on, denographic and soci o-econonic trends
and future projections;

(f) the location and types of transportation facilities, including the
reuse of abandoned transportation facilities;

(g) existing and proposed general |ocation of public and private
utilities and infrastructure;

(h) existing housing resources and future housi ng needs, including
af f ordabl e housi ng;

(i) the present and future general |ocation of educational and
cultural facilities, historic sites, health facilities, and facilities
for emergency services;

(j) existing and proposed recreation facilities and parkl and;

(k) the present and potential future general |ocation of comerci al
and industrial facilities;

(1) specific policies and strategies for inproving the regional
econony in coordination with other plan topics;

(m proposed neasures, prograns, devices, and instrunments to inplenent
the goals and objectives of the various topics within the regional
conpr ehensi ve pl an;

(n) all or part of the plan of another public agency;

(o) any and all other itens which are consistent with the protection,
enhancenent, orderly growh and devel opnent of the region; and

(p) consideration of cunul ative inpacts of devel opnment and ot her
i ssues which pronote conpliance with the state environnmental quality



review act under article eight of the environnental conservation |aw and
its inplenenting regulations.

2. Preparation. The regional planning council nmay prepare a proposed
regi onal conprehensive plan and anendnents thereto.

3. Environnental review A regional conprehensive plan, and any
anmendnent thereto, is subject to the provisions of the state
environnmental quality review act under article eight of the
envi ronnmental conservation law and its inplenmenting regulations. A
regi onal conprehensive plan may be designed to al so serve as, or be
acconpani ed by, a generic environmental inpact statenent pursuant to the
state environnmental quality review act statute and regul ati ons. No
further conpliance with such lawis required for subsequent site
specific actions that are in conformance with the conditions and
t hreshol ds established for such actions in the generic environnental
i npact statenent and its findings.

4. Agricultural review and coordination. A regional conprehensive plan
and any amendnents thereto, for a region containing all or part of an
agricultural district or lands receiving agricultural assessnents within
its jurisdiction, shall continue to be subject to the provisions of
article twenty-five-AA of the agriculture and markets law relating to
t he enactnent and admi nistration of |ocal |aws, ordinances, rules or
regul ations. A newy adopted or anended regi onal conprehensive pl an
shall take into consideration applicable county agricultural and
farm and protection plans as created under article twenty-five- AAA of
the agriculture and markets | aw.

5. Referrals. The regional planning council shall, prior to adoption,
refer the proposed regional conprehensive plan or any anendnent thereto
to the collaborating nmunicipal |egislative bodies and pl anni ng boards
for review and recomendati on.

6. Public hearings; notice. (a) In the event the regional planning
council prepares a proposed regi onal conprehensive plan or anmendment
thereto, the regional planning council shall hold one or nore public



hearings in each coll aborating nunicipality and such other neetings as
it deens necessary to assure full opportunity for citizen participation
in the preparation of such proposed plan or anmendnent, and in addition,
t he regi onal planning council shall hold one or nore public hearings in
each coll aborating nunicipality prior to adoption of such proposed plan
or anmendnent.

(b) Notice of a public hearing shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation in each collaborating municipality at |east ten
cal endar days in advance of the hearing. Notice shall also be nailed to
the chief executive officer and the chairperson of the planning board of
each nmunicipality at |east ten days before such hearing. The proposed
regi onal conprehensive plan or anendnent thereto shall be made avail abl e
for public review during said period at the office of the clerk of each
col l aborating nunicipality, and nay be nmade avail abl e at any ot her
pl ace, including a public library.

7. Adoption. The regional planning council may adopt by resolution a
regi onal conprehensive plan or any anmendnent thereto.

8. Filing of regional conprehensive plan. The adopted regi onal
conprehensi ve plan and any anendnents thereto shall be filed in the
office of the clerk of each collaborating municipality.

9. Effect of adoption of the regional conprehensive plan. Al plans
for capital projects of another governmental agency on |land included in
t he regi onal conprehensive plan adopted pursuant to this section shal
take such plan into consideration.

10. Periodic review. The regional planning council shall provide, as a
conponent of such proposed regi onal conprehensive plan, the nmaxi num
i ntervals at which the adopted plan shall be revi ewed.



