8§ 239-h. Regional planning councils. 1. Legislative findings and
intent. The |egislature hereby finds and determ nes that:

(a) Significant decisions and actions affecting the i nmedi ate and
| ong-range protection, enhancenent, growth and devel opnment of the state
and its conmunities are made by regi onal planning councils.

(b) Regional planning councils serve as an increasingly inportant
resource to the state and its localities, helping to establish
productive |inkages between communities as well as with state and
f ederal agenci es.

(c) Through conprehensive planni ng and speci al studies, regional
pl anni ng councils provide focus on opportunities and i ssues best handl ed
on a broad geographic scale.

(d) The devel opnment of a regi onal conprehensive plan can foster
cooper ati on anong governnental agencies in the planning and
i npl enmentation of capital projects. Simlarly, regional conprehensive
pl ans can pronote internunicipal cooperation in the provision of public
servi ces.

(e) Citizen participation is essential to the design and
i npl ement ati on of a regi onal conprehensive pl an.

(f) The great diversity of resources and conditions that exist within
and anong regions requires consideration of such factors by regional
pl anni ng councils.

(g) It is the intent of the legislature therefore, to provide a
perm ssive and flexible framework wi thin which regional planning
councils can performtheir powers and duties.

2. Definitions. For the purposes of this section and section two
hundred thirty-nine-i of this article the term"nunicipality" shall nean
any city, town, village or county.

3. Establishnent of regional planning council. (a) Creation. Any
muni ci pal |egislative body may col | aborate with the | egislative body of
a contiguous rmnunicipal |egislative body to create a regional planning
council under this article. The |egislative bodies of the nunicipalities
participating in the regional planning council shall adopt by resol ution
an agreenent setting forth the terns and conditions of such
col | aboration. The regi onal planning council shall be considered an



agency of a political subdivision or nmunicipality for purposes of
sections one hundred three, one hundred four and article eighteen of
this chapter, articles six and seven of the public officers Iaw, and for
the purposes of eligibility for federal and/or state grants.

(b) Menbership. Menbership and officers on such council shall be
selected in a manner to be determ ned by the collaborating |egislative
bodi es. I n nmaking such appointnments, the collaborating | egislative
bodi es shall include nenbers froma broad cross section of interests
wi thin the region. Consideration should also be given to securing
representation by popul ation size, geographic |ocation and type of
municipality. The ternms of nenbership as well as the filling of
vacanci es on such council shall be determ ned by the collaborating
| egi sl ative bodies. The collaborating |egislative bodies nay al so
jointly provide for the appointnent of individuals to serve as

ex-of ficio nmenbers of the regional planning council. Said ex-officio
menbers or their designees may participate in the deliberations of the
council, but shall not have voting privileges.

(c) Menbership of elected or appointed officials. No person shall be
precluded fromserving as a nenber of a regional planning council as
appoi nted by a coll aborating municipal |egislative body pursuant to this
section, because such nmenber is an el ected or appointed official of such
municipality. A nmenber of a regional planning council shall excuse
hi nsel f or herself fromany deliberation or vote relating to a matter or
proposal before such regional planning council which is or has been the
subj ect of a proposal, application or vote before the nunicipal board of
whi ch he or she is a nenber

(d) Training and attendance requirenents. As a condition of
appoi ntnment to the regional planning council, the collaborating
| egi sl ative bodies may establish training, continuing education and
neeting attendance requirenents for such nenbers.

(e) Menber reinbursenent. The nmenbers of such regional planning
council shall receive no salary or conpensation for their services as
menbers of such council, but may be reinbursed for authorized, actual
and necessary travel and expenditures.

(f) Renoval of nmenbers. The | egislative body of each coll aborating
muni cipality nmay renove any regional planning council menber which said
muni ci pal |egislative body has appointed for cause and nay provide by



resolution for renmoval of any such regional planning council menber for
non-conpliance with mninmumrequirenents relating to neeting attendance
and training as established by the collaborating | egislative bodies by

resol ution.

(g) By-laws. The regional planning council shall adopt by-I|aws
governing its operation which shall be approved by the collaborating
| egi sl ative bodies and shall keep a record of its resolutions,
transactions, findings and determ nations, which record shall be a
public record.

(h) Appropriation; expenses. Collaborating |egislative bodies nmay, in
their discretion, appropriate and raise by taxation, noney for the
expenses of the regional planning council; such bodies shall not be
charged with any expense incurred by the regional planning counci
except pursuant to such appropriation. The |egislative body of each
col l aborating nunicipality is authorized to provide for the paynent of
t he noneys so appropriated for the expenses of such council to an
of ficer of the council designated in the council by-laws to receive such
noneys, provided that before any such noney shall be paid to such
of ficer, such officer shall have executed an official undertaking
conditioned for the faithful performance of duties in the nanner
provided in section four hundred three of the county | aw and provi ded
t hat such undertaking shall have been approved by the |egislative body
of each nunicipality. The regi onal planning council shall have the power
and authority to enploy staff, consultants and other experts and to pay
for their services, and to provide for such other expenses as may be
necessary and proper.

(i) Authority to receive and expend funds. In furtherance of the
pur poses of this section, the regional planning council my receive and
expend public and private funds and grants from non-public foundations,
agenci es, corporations, and private entities and may apply for and
accept grants fromthe federal governnent or the state governnent and
enter into contracts for and agree to accept such grants, donations or
subsidies in accordance with such reasonabl e conditions and requirenents
as nmay be inposed thereon.

4. Regional planning council powers and duties. (a) The regional
pl anni ng council shall have such of the foll owi ng powers as shall be



provi ded in the agreenent anong the collaborating municipalites:

(i) conduct surveys, studies and research progranms which address
regi onal needs and i nprove conmmunity services;

(ii) distribute information resulting from such surveys, studies and
progr ans;

(iii) prepare a regional conprehensive plan and any anendnents thereto
pursuant to section two hundred thirty-nine-i of this article;

(iv) consult and cooperate with appropriate state, nunicipal and
public or private agencies in matters affecting the region, including,
but not limted to the general protection, enhancenent, quality of life,
growt h and devel opnment of the region

(v) assist with transportation planning in areas of the regi on not
served by netropolitan planning organi zations created pursuant to
section fifteen-a of the transportation | aw, and

(vi) conduct reviews of certain classes of planning and zoni ng actions
by a city, town or village pursuant to sections two hundred
thirty-nine-I and two hundred thirty-nine-mof this article, and review
certain subdivision plats pursuant to section two hundred thirty-nine-n
of this article.

(b) A regional planning council shall not undertake any capital
construction project, including but not limted to the design,
acqui sition, construction, inprovenent, reconstruction or rehabilitation
of any capital asset, whether in the nature of real or personal

property.

5. Annual report and audit. Every regional planning council shal
submt an annual report to the collaborating | egislative bodies and to
t he departnent of audit and control which report shall include a sunmary
of council activities, including planning and technical services and
grant and | oan prograns, a summary of the financial status of the
council, including the annual budget as well as any federal, state and
| ocal funding and private sector financial assistance, and a summary of
pl anned future activities as well as topics that are required in the
by-1aws of the regional planning council. Every regional planning
council shall engage a certified public accountant to conplete an annual
financial audit and audit of the internal control structure of the
regi onal planning council, a copy of which shall be included in the



annual report.

6. Voting requirenents. Every notion or resolution of a regional
pl anning council shall require for its adoption the affirnmative vote of
a mpjority of all the nmenbers of the regional planning council.



