§ 239-aa. Creation of councils on the disabled. 1. The | ocal
| egi sl ative body of any county or city with a popul ati on of ninety
t housand or nore, may by resolution, create one or nore councils on the
di sabl ed. Such council shall devel op a program of comrunity
partici pation regardi ng the needs and probl ens of disabled persons in
the conmunity and may direct its efforts toward acconplishing the
fol | ow ng:

a. Devel op and inplement community prograns for the disabled.

b. Conduct researches into the accessibility to the disabled of public
pl aces in the community.

c. Advise and assist the local |egislative body and | ocal governnent al
boards and agenci es, including agencies dealing with planning, zoning
and the planning of public buildings.

d. Recruit, train and use volunteers fromthe community to serve
W t hout charge in its prograns.

e. Create a climate in which di sabl ed persons seeking assi stance can
nmeet with responsible individuals or agencies in a position to render
assi st ance.

f. Cooperate with other councils on the disabled, and with appropriate
state and federal agencies in planning and inplenenting | ocal prograns
for the benefit of the disabled.

g. Carry out any other duties consistent with the objectives of this
article, assigned to it by resolution of the |ocal |egislative body
creating the said council.

2. \Wen authorized by resolution of the |ocal |egislative body, a
council may accept by gift, grant, bequest, or otherw se, noney or
personal property in the name of the nmunicipality, for use in the
furtherance of the provisions of this act. A local |egislative body may
accept by gift, conditional or unconditional grant, devise or otherw se



real property in fee or any |lesser interest, including conveyance with
limtations or reversions, for the purposes of this act.

In addition, upon the witten recommendati on of the council, the | ocal
| egi sl ative body may acquire by purchase in fee or any | esser interest,
t hrough negotiation or by em nent domain such real or personal property
as nmay be needed to fulfill the purpose of this act.

3. Such council shall consist of not |ess than three nor nore than
ni ne nenbers, of whom at |east one-third of the nmenmbers shall be
conprised of disabled individuals and, or the parent or parents of a
di sabl ed child or disabled children, who shall be appointed by the | ocal
| egi sl ati ve body and serve at the pleasure of such body for a term not
exceeding two years. Such local |egislative body may, notw thstandi ng
any inconsistent provision of |aw, appoint up to two nmenbers to the
council who are between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one.

4. The presiding officer or chairman of the council shall be
designated by the local legislative body from anong the nenbers so
appointed to the council. The local |egislative body shall have
authority to renove any nenber of said council so appointed for cause,
after a public hearing, if requested. A vacancy shall be filled for the
unexpired termin the sane manner as an origi nal appoi ntnent.

The |l ocal |egislative body may provide for conpensation to be paid to
the nenbers of the council and may provide for the paynent of the
expenses of the nenbers of the council actually and necessarily incurred
in the performance of their duties. Such council may appoint such
enpl oyees as it may fromtine to tinme see fit, all within appropriation
made t herefor

5. Wthin thirty days follow ng the establishnent of a council,
witten notification thereof shall be sent by the |ocal |egislative body
to the state advocate for the disabled.



