8§ 219-s. Participation and service credit. 1. A participant nust be
eligible to participate in a suppl enmental award program provi ded under
this article if the participant has reached entitl enment age and has
conpl eted at | east one decade of service in the tinefranme designated by
t he sponsor.

2. A decade of service shall be credited under a suppl enmental award
program for each cal endar year in the tinmefranme designated by the
sponsor.

3. In order to provide credit each sponsor shall reviewits prior
menbership rosters to determ ne the nunber of decades of credit for each
participant who is entitled to credit. In naking this analysis, the
standards for active service set forth in subdivision (c) of section two
hundred seventeen or subdivision three of section two hundred nineteen-m
of this chapter and adopted by the sponsor shall be used. Approval for
such prior service shall require certification by the president,
secretary and chief of the volunteer fire conpany.

4. In conputing credit for those participants who al so serve as paid
enpl oyees within a political subdivision of the state, credit shall not
be given for activities performed during the individual's regularly
assi gned work peri ods.

5. Sponsors nay provide credit to participants whose service was
interrupted by full-tine extended obligatory mlitary service or by a
single voluntary enlistnent not to exceed four years in the armed forces
of the United States.

6. The president, secretary and chief or conparable officers of each
vol unt eer conpany shall submt to the governing board of the sponsor a
list of all participants, certified under oath, which shall identify
t hose participants who have qualified for credit under the award program
for the previous year. Such |list shall be submtted annually by March
thirty-first or otherwise as provided by |ocal resolution and shall be
acconpani ed by such nmenbership records as the governi ng board may
require to substantiate the accuracy of the list. Notw thstanding the



provi sion of this subdivision a participant nay request that his or her
nane be deleted fromsaid l[ist as a "participant." Such request for
deletion shall be in witing and shall remain effective until w thdrawn
in the sane manner

7. The governing board of the sponsor shall review the |ist and may
del ete the nanme of any person whose point accumrul ati on has not been
adequat el y docunented. Thereafter, the governing board shall approve the
list and return a copy of the list to the appropriate conpany and
forward a certified copy of the approved list to the program
adm ni strator.

8. Upon receipt of the approved |ist the conpany shall post the |ist
at its principal headquarters for at least thirty days. A partici pant
whose nanme does not appear on the approved list shall have the right to
appeal within thirty days of posting of the list. The appeal shall be in
witing and mailed to the clerk or secretary of the governing board of
t he sponsor, which shall investigate the appeal. The decision of the
governi ng board shall be subject to judicial review pursuant to article
seventy-eight of the civil practice | aw and rul es.



