8§ 216-b. Continuation of service award progranms. 1. (a) In the event
that a town establishes a service award program for the vol unteer
firefighters of a fire conpany |located within a fire protection district
and, subsequently, the fire protection district is dissolved and the
entire area thereof is included in or added to a fire district
established pursuant to article eleven of the town law, and the fire
district neither has established a service award program nor includes
the area of any other jurisdiction which has established a service award
program the service award program established by the town shall be
continued as provided in this subdivision.

(b) Except as otherw se provided in this subdivision, as of the date
of conpletion of the proceedi ngs described in paragraph (a) of this
subdi vision or, in the case of a newy established fire district, as of
the date of the first organization neeting of the board of fire
commi ssioners, the town shall have no further responsibility for
adm ni stering or funding the service award programand the fire district
shal | assune responsibility for those functions. As of that date, the
fire district shall succeed the town as the sponsor of the service award
program and the board of fire comm ssioners shall exercise and perform
all of the powers and duties of the sponsor of the program under this
article and under any agreenents or contracts entered into by the town
pursuant thereto in furtherance of its powers and duties as sponsor of
the program including but not limted to the programtrust agreenent
and any contracts relating to the custody, control, investnent, or
di sbursenent of program assets. The fire district shall be responsible
for funding any unfunded liability of the sponsor of the program
existing as of the date the fire district succeeds the town as sponsor
of the program

(c) Upon the fire district's succeeding the town as sponsor of the
service award program the town shall retain responsibility for
adm ni stering the assets of the programuntil discharged from such
responsibility as provided in this subdivision. Except for those records
required for the continued adm ni stration of program assets, the town
shall turn over imrediately to the fire district all records maintained
by the town as sponsor of the program

(d) Wthin sixty days after the date on which the fire district
succeeds the town as sponsor of the service award program the board of



fire comm ssioners of the fire district shall develop a plan for the
continued adm nistration of program assets. Subject to the provisions of
the programtrust agreenment and any contracts entered into by the town
in furtherance of its powers and duties as sponsor of the program such
pl an may provide for the custody, control, transfer, investnent, or
di sbursenent of program assets. Such plan, however, shall provide for
t he repl acenment of any individual serving in his or her official
capacity as a town officer or enployee as trustee or in any other
position involving the adm nistration of program assets. |In devel opi ng
such plan, the board of fire comm ssioners nay request fromthe town
i nformati on concerning the town's adm nistration of program assets, and
the town shall provide pronptly such information as the board may
reasonably request. Upon conpletion of the plan, the board of fire
commi ssioners shall submt to the supervisor of the town a copy of the
plan and a |ist of actions required to be taken by the town for
i npl ementation of the plan, including but not limted to execution of
docunents and the transfer of assets. Imrediately after receiving such
plan and |ist, the supervisor shall cause the actions on the list to be
taken. Upon conpl etion of the actions on the Iist and subm ssion to the
board of fire comm ssioners of all town records relating to the
adm ni stration of program assets, the town shall be discharged from any
further responsibility for adm nistering the assets of the program In
the event that the board of fire comm ssioners fails to submt to the
supervi sor such plan and list within sixty days after the date on which
the fire district succeeds the town as sponsor of the program the
supervi sor may submit to the board of fire conm ssioners all town
records relating to the adm nistration of program assets, and upon such
subm ssion the town shall be discharged fromany further responsibility
for adm nistering the assets of the program and the board of fire
commi ssioners shall assune responsibility for adm nistering the assets
of the program

(e) The participants in the service award program as of the date that
the fire district succeeds the town as sponsor of the program shal
retain all point totals, service credit, contributions, and benefits
earned prior to that date, irrespective of whether or not a participant
has acquired a nonforfeitable right to a percentage of a service award
on or before such date; provided, however, that nothing in this



subdi vi sion shall be construed as nodifying or elimnating any
requi renent that a participant obtain a nonforfeitable right to a
percentage of a service award in accordance with the provisions of the
program Any other active volunteer firefighters of the fire district
fire departnment shall be eligible to participate in the service award
program Such active volunteer firefighters shall earn credit for years
of firefighting service comencing with the calendar year in which the
fire district succeeds the town as sponsor of the program based on
activities performed on or after the date that the fire district
succeeds the town as sponsor.

(f) Except as provided in this subdivision, the service award program
shall continue to be governed by the provisions of this article.

2. (a) In the event that either a town establishes a service award
program for the volunteer firefighters of a fire conpany | ocated within
a fire protection district or a village establishes a service award
program for the volunteer firefighters of the village fire department or
a fire district establishes a service award program for the vol unteer
firefighters of the fire district fire departnment and, subsequently, the
entire area of the fire protection district, village, or fire district
is included in or added to a joint fire district established pursuant to
article eleven-A of the town |aw and article twenty-two-A of the village
law, and the joint fire district neither has established a service award
program nor includes the area of any other jurisdiction which has
established a service award program the service award program
established by the town, village, or fire district shall be continued as
provided in this subdivision.

(b) Except as otherw se provided in this subdivision, as of the date
of conpletion of the proceedi ngs described in paragraph (a) of this
subdi vision or, in the case of a newy established joint fire district,
as of the date of the first organization neeting of the board of fire
commi ssioners of the joint fire district, the town, village, or fire
district which established the service award program shall have no
further responsibility for adm nistering or funding the program and the
joint fire district shall assume responsibility for those functions. As
of that date, the joint fire district shall succeed the town, village,
or fire district as the sponsor of the service award program and the



board of fire comm ssioners of the joint fire district shall exercise
and performall of the powers and duties of the sponsor of the program
under this article and under any agreenents entered into by the town,
village, or fire district pursuant thereto in furtherance of its powers
and duties as sponsor of the program including but not limted to the
programtrust agreement and any contracts relating to the custody,
control, investnment, or disbursenent of program assets. The joint fire
district shall be responsible for funding any unfunded liability of the
sponsor of the programexisting as of the date that the joint fire
district succeeds the town, village, or fire district as sponsor of the
program

(c) Upon the joint fire district's succeeding the town, village, or
fire district which established the service award program as sponsor of
the program the town, village, or fire district shall retain
responsibility for adm nistering the assets of the programuntil
di scharged from such responsibility as provided in this subdivision
Except for those records required for the continued adm nistration of
program assets, the town, village, or fire district shall turn over
i mediately to the joint fire district all records it maintained as
sponsor of the program

(d) Wthin sixty days after the date on which the joint fire district
succeeds the town, village, or fire district which established the
service award program as sponsor of the program the board of fire
commi ssioners of the joint fire district shall develop a plan for the
continued adm nistration of program assets. Subject to the provisions of
the programtrust agreenent and any contracts entered into by the town,
village, or fire district in furtherance of its powers and duties as
sponsor of the program such plan nay provide for the custody, control,
transfer, investment, or disbursenment of program assets. Such pl an,
however, shall provide for the replacenent of any individual serving in
his or her official capacity as a town, village, or fire district
of ficer or enployee as trustee or in any other position involving the
adm ni stration of program assets. In devel opi ng such plan, the board of
fire comm ssioners nmay request fromthe town, village, or fire district
i nformati on concerning the town, village, or fire district's
adm ni stration of program assets, and the town, village, or fire
district shall provide pronptly such information as the board may



reasonably request. Upon conpletion of the plan, the board of fire
comm ssioners shall submt to the supervisor of the town, the mayor of
the village, or the chairperson of the board of fire comm ssioners of
the fire district a copy of the plan and a |ist of actions required to
be taken by the town, village, or fire district for inplenentation of
the plan, including but not limted to execution of docunents and the
transfer of assets. Inmediately after receiving such plan and list, the
supervi sor, nmayor, or chairperson of the board of fire comm ssioners
shal | cause the actions on the list to be taken. Upon conpletion of the
actions on the list and subm ssion to the board of fire comm ssioners of
the joint fire district of all town, village, or fire district records
relating to the adm nistration of program assets, the town, village, or
fire district shall be discharged fromany further responsibility for
adm nistrating the assets of the program In the event that the board of
fire comm ssioners of the joint fire district fails to submt such plan
and list within sixty days after the date on which the joint fire
district succeeds the town, village, or fire district as sponsor of the
program the supervisor, mayor, or chairperson of the board of fire
commi ssioners nay submit to the board of fire comm ssioners of the joint
fire district all town, village, or fire district records relating to
the adm nistration of program assets and upon such subm ssion the town,
village, or fire district shall be discharged fromany further
responsibility for adm nistering the assets of the program and the
board of fire comm ssioners of the joint fire district shall assune
responsibility for adm nistering the assets of the program

(e) The participants in the service award program as of the date that
the joint fire district succeeds the town, village or fire district
whi ch established the service award program as sponsor of the program
shall maintain all point totals, service credit, contributions, and
benefits earned prior to that date, irrespective of whether or not a
partici pant has acquired a nonforfeitable right to a percentage of a
service award on or before such date; provided, however, that nothing in
t hi s subdivision shall be construed as nodifying or elimnating any
requi renent that a participant obtain a nonforfeitable right to a
percentage of a service award in accordance with the provisions of the
program Any other active volunteer firefighters of the joint fire
district fire departnment shall be eligible to participate in the service



award program Such active volunteer firefighters shall earn credit for
years of firefighting service conmencing with the cal endar year in which
such proceedi ngs are conpl eted, based on activities perforned on or
after the date of conpletion of such proceedings.

(f) Except as provided in this subdivision, the service award program
shall continue to be governed by the provisions of this article.



