§ 216. Authorization to establish service award prograns for vol unteer
firefighters of political subdivisions of the state and for vol unteer
firefighters other than of political subdivisions of the state. 1. a. A
service award program may be adopted only by resolution of the governing
board of a political subdivision, receiving the affirnmative vote of at
| east sixty percent of the governing board of the political subdivision
having control of the fire departnents and fire conpanies, and the
approval of a nmandatory referendum authorizing the adopting of the
program by the eligible voters within such political subdivision.

b. The resolution authorizing the adoption of a service award program
shal | state:

(i) the nanme of each fire conmpany having volunteer firefighters who
are potential participants in the program

(ii) whether the programw |l be adm nistered by the political
subdi vi sion or the state;

(iii) the entitlenment age under the program

(iv) the estimated annual cost of program including the estinmated
annual adm nistration fee;

(v) the nunber of years of fire service required to obtain a
nonforfeitable right to a service award,

(vi) the activities for which points shall be granted toward a year of
fire service;

(vii) the amobunt of the contribution to the programto be nmade on
behal f of each participant credited with a year of fire service;

(viii) the extent to which the program provides for contributions for
fire service rendered by a participant during one or nore of the five
cal endar years inmmedi ately precedi ng the adoption of the program

(ix) in the case of a service award program whi ch provi des for
contributions for fire service rendered by a participant during one or
nore of the five cal endar years inmediately preceding the adoption of
the program the timng and net hod of financing such contributions;

(x) the date as of which the programshall take effect; in the case of
a service award programto take effect on a day other than the first day
of January, whether points toward a year of fire service shall be
granted for activities performed prior to the effective date of the
program and on or after the inmmediately preceding first day of January;



and
(xi) the date on which the proposition authorizing the adoption of the
program shall be submitted to referendum

2. Upon the affirmative vote of at |east sixty percent of the
governi ng board of the political subdivision, which political
subdi vi sion has contracted with volunteer fire departnments or fire
conpanies located in a fire protection district of such political
subdi vi sion, there shall be held a mandatory referendum of the eligible
voters residing within such fire protection districts to determ ne
whet her such governi ng board shall establish a service award program for
the volunteer firefighters of such volunteer fire departnments or fire
conpani es.

3. (a) The referendum described in subdivision one or two of this
section shall state the type of service award program sel ected, whet her
a defined contribution program described in section two hundred ei ght een
or a defined benefit program described in section two hundred ni neteen
of this article.

(b) The referendum described in subdivision one or two of this section
shall state the estimated annual cost of the service award program
i ncluding the estimted annual admi nistration fee, the projected nonthly
award to be paid to eligible volunteer firefighters and the esti mated
annual cost per covered participant.

(c) The referendum described in subdivision one or two of this section
shall state whether the service award programwi ||l be adm ni stered by
the political subdivision or the state of New York.

(d) Paynents under the service award programif adopted, shall not
inmpair any rights of the volunteer firefighters under the vol unteer
firefighters' benefit law or any other |aw

(e) Except as otherw se provided in this paragraph once a service
award program has been established, it may be abolished or amended in
the sane manner as it was created in accordance with the provisions of
this article by following the procedures set forth in subdivision one or
two of this section. The point system adopted by the governing board of
t he sponsor of a service award program pursuant to subdivision (c) of
section two hundred seventeen of this article may be anended by the



affirmati ve vote of at |east sixty percent of such governing board,

wi t hout referendum provided, that, consistent with the provisions of
subdi vision (c) of section two hundred seventeen, the only effect of the
anendnent is to decrease the nunber of points granted for the
performance of an activity, increase the anount of an activity required
to earn the points granted for the perfornmance of the activity, or both.
Any amendnment to a service award program shall only take effect as of
the first day of January next succeedi ng conpletion of the proceedi ngs
required for adoption of the amendnent and shall only apply
prospectively.

4. Wthin thirty days of voter approval of the referendum described in
subdi vi sions one and two of this section, the governing board of the
political subdivision shall notify the state conptroller of the adoption
of the service award program whether such service award programw || be
a defined contribution plan or a defined benefit plan, and whether the
plan will be adm nistered by the political subdivision or the state of
New Yor k.

5. Notwi thstandi ng any inconsistent provision of |aw, no nenber of the
governing board of a political subdivision of the state is prohibited by
virtue of being a nenber of a volunteer fire conmpany or departnment from
voting upon a resolution authorizing a referendum on the establishnent
of a service award programif nore than forty percent of the governing
board woul d ot herwi se be prohibited fromvoting upon such resol ution
Any nenber of such governing board voting upon such a resolution who
serves as a nenber of a volunteer fire conpany or departnent shal
publicly disclose in witing to the governing board such status. Such
written disclosure shall be part of and set forth in the official record
of the proceedi ngs of such governi ng board.



