8§ 215. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Active volunteer firefighter" nmeans a person who has been approved
by the authorities in control of a duly organized volunteer fire conpany
or volunteer fire departnent as an active volunteer firefighter of such
fire conpany or departnment and who is faithfully and actually perform ng
service in the protection of life and property fromfire or other
energency, accident or calamty in connection with which the services of
such fire conpany or fire departnent are required.

2. "Defined benefit plan" means any service award programt hat
provides to eligible volunteer firefighters, a benefit that is
definitely determ nabl e under the programw thout reference to the
anount contributed to the programon the participant's behalf or to any
i ncone, expenses, gains or losses or forfeitures of other participants
under the program

3. "Defined contribution plan" means any service award programt hat
provides to eligible volunteer firefighters a benefit as the result of
definite and determ nabl e contributions under the program and w thout
reference to any inconme, expense, gains or |osses or forfeitures of
ot her participants under the program

4. "Entitlenment age" neans the age designated by the sponsor at which
a program participant is entitled to begin receiving an unreduced
service award. In no event shall the entitlenment age under a program be
earlier than age fifty-five nor |later than the age at which the
partici pant can receive an unreduced benefit under Title Il of the
Soci al Security Act (Public Law 74-271 U.S.C. 306 et seq.). No service
award program nay provide for the paynent of benefits (except in the
case of death or disability) before age fifty-five.

5. "Fiduciary" nmeans any person who exercises discretionary authority
or control with respect to the adm nistration of the programor the
managenent or disposition of program assets or who renders investnent
advice for a fee to the program



5-a. "Fire service area" neans a portion of a village that receives
fire protection froma special fire departnent pursuant to a contract
wi th the governing board of the village when the cost of the contract is
charged to such area of the village.

6. "Nonforfeitable" neans the unconditional and | egally enforceable
right to receive benefits attributable to service as an active vol unteer
firefighter under the programthat will begin at the entitlenment age
specified in the program

7. "Participant” nmeans an active volunteer firefighter who is eligible
for a benefit under a service award program

7-a. "Political subdivision" neans a county, city, town, town on
behal f of a fire protection district, village, village on behalf of fire
service area or fire district.

8. "Service award" neans the benefit payable to a participant in a
service award program

9. "Service award progranmt or "program’ neans a defined benefit plan
or defined contribution plan established or mai ntained under this
article to provide service awards for active volunteer firefighters,
pursuant to the benefit options specified by the sponsoring
or gani zati on.

9-a. "Special fire conpany or departnent” neans a fire conpany or
departnment for which a service award program cannot be established
pursuant to subdivision one or two of section two hundred sixteen of
this article which provides fire protection services to two or nore
political subdivisions under contracts with the governi ng boards
t her eof .

10. "Sponsor" or "sponsoring organi zation" means a political
subdi vi si on whi ch has established or jointly established a service award
program a volunteer fire conmpany or departnent, or any other entity
responsi ble for fire protection.



11. "Year of firefighting service" neans a twelve nonth period during
whi ch an active volunteer firefighter participates in the fire service
and satisfies the mnimmrequirenments of participation established by
t he sponsoring organi zati on nai ntaining the program which shall be
applied on a consistent and uni form basis, subject to the m ni num
st andards established by the sponsoring organization.

12. "El ected or appointed position" neans |ine officers, departnent or
conpany officers and president, vice president, treasurer and secretary
of a fire conpany or departnent.

13. "Adm nistrator” or "plan adm nistrator” neans the state
conptroller, or an adm nistrative service agency or financi al
organi zati on selected by the state conptroller to performall or a
portion of the functions required to adm nister service award prograns.

14. "Adm ni strative service agency" nmeans an organi zation duly
aut horized to do business in the state and which is qualified to
adm ni ster and maintain records and accounts of plans which neet the
requi renents for qualification under the internal revenue code and
governnent al pl ans.

15. "Financial organization" neans an organi zation duly authorized to
do business in the state and which is (i) registered as an investnent
advi ser under the Investnent Advisers Act of 1940, as such provisions
may be amended fromtine to time; (ii) licensed or chartered by the
state departnent of financial services; (iii) chartered by an agency of
the federal government; or (iv) subject to the jurisdiction and
regul ati on of the securities and exchange conm ssion of the federal
gover nnment .



