8§ 209-bb. Specialized teans; volunteer w | derness/inland search and
rescue teans. 1. a. By resolution, after a public hearing the governing
body of each county, city and town is authorized, respectively, to
establish, maintain and supervi se nunicipal -w de and i nter-nunici pal
speci al i zed t eans.

b. Counties, cities and towns are authorized to appropriate and expend
such suns as are deened necessary to establish and nmai ntain specialized
teans pursuant to this section

c. Municipalities and organi zati ons that insure vol unteer
firefighters, volunteer anmbul ance workers or munici pal enpl oyees, as the
term "enpl oyee" is defined under section eighteen of the public officers
| aw, may extend such insurance coverage to nmenbers of a specialized team
by resol ution.

d. For the purposes of this section, "specialized teans" shall nean
any energency team or squad conposed of volunteer firefighters,
vol unt eer anbul ance workers or rmunici pal enpl oyees, who shall have
attained the mnimum | evel of training or experience to neet qualifying
st andards established by the office of fire prevention and control, and
which is adm nistered by the state, a county, city or town for the
pur poses of training for or responding to a nan nade or natural disaster
by carrying out any activities which are within the rel evant training
and expertise of such municipal enployees or are authorized pursuant to
the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw or the vol unteer anbul ance
wor kers' benefit |aw but which are not normally provided by such
entities.

2. a. The governi ng body of each county, city, town and village is
aut hori zed, respectively, to contract for the assistance of a vol unteer
wi | derness/inland search and rescue team for the purpose of |ocating and
rescui ng an individual or individuals.

b. No municipality shall be liable for the injury, death or danmage to
a volunteer w | derness/inland search and rescue teamor its nenbers
occurring during the perfornmance of the activities authorized by this



section. Such teamand its nenbers shall indemify and hold harm ess the
municipality that contracted for assistance with such vol unt eer

wi | derness/inland search and rescue team pursuant to this section
against any claimof liability for any injury, death or property danmage
that may occur as a result of an act of such teamand its nenbers,
including, but not limted to, any indemity paid, attorneys' fees,
costs and litigation expenses. The provisions of this subdivision shall
not apply when the municipality has engaged in willful msconduct, gross
negl i gence or reckl essness.

c. For purposes of this section, "volunteer w | derness/inland search
and rescue teant or "team shall mean an organi zation: whose nenbers
have obtained a m ninum | evel of training or experience as nay be
established by the departnent of environmental conservation's office of
public protection; that is formed for the purpose of |ocating and
rescui ng, or recovering, a known individual or known individuals, in an
unknown | ocation, whose safety nay be threatened by conditions rel ated
to the environnment or other factors; that is incorporated under the |aws
of New York state; and that operates not for pecuniary profit or
fi nanci al gai n.

d. For the purposes of this section, "volunteer wlderness/inland
search and rescue team nmenber” shall mean an active vol unteer nenber of
a volunteer search and rescue team who neets the mninum | evel of
trai ning or experience pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision and
is specified on a list regularly naintained by the vol unteer
wi | derness/inland search and rescue team Such list shall be provided to
a requesting nmunicipality. In addition, for purposes of this section, a
vol unteer wi |l derness/inland search and rescue team nmenber shall be an
i ndependent contractor and shall not be considered an officer or
enpl oyee of the contracting nmunicipality.

3. Wienever a | aw enforcenent agency or other state agency is engaged
in a search or rescue operation, any volunteer w | derness/inland search
and rescue teaminvolved in such operation shall be subject to the
command and control of the | aw enforcenent or other state agency
conducti ng such operation.






