§ 209-b. Energency rescue and first aid squads. 1. Enmergencies. a.
The authorities having control of fire departnments and fire conpani es
may organi ze within such departnents or conpani es energency rescue and
first aid squads conposed of firefighters who are nenbers of such
departnments or conpani es. Such squads, so organi zed, may render services
in case of accidents, calamties or other emergencies in connection with
which their services may be required, as well as in case of alarns of
fire. Whether or not such squads have been organi zed, any firefighter
may render service in case of accidents, calamties or other energencies
in connection with which the services of firefighters may be required,
as well as in case of alarns of fire, unless he or she shall have been
duly ordered not to render such service by the authorities having
control of the fire departnment or conpany of which he or she is a
menber. |If a request for energency service is nade by, or originates
froma doctor or peace officer, acting pursuant to his or her special
duties, or police officer, and there is any doubt as to whether an
energency exists, the judgnment of the doctor or officer that there is,
in fact, an energency nay be accepted as conclusive by such squad, or
the firefighter responding, or who has responded to such call. The
person designated to receive calls for such energency services, for the
pur pose of dispatching such squads or firefighters, shall determne in
the first instance fromthe information furnished to himor her whether
an energency exists and his or her decision, if in good faith, as to
whet her or not there is an energency shall be final in relation to
di spat chi ng such squads or firefighters. Any such prelimnary
determ nation shall not be deemed to authorize the rendition of services
if, upon arriving at the place to which dispatched, it is found that
there is no energency.

b. The governing board of any city, town, village or fire district

whi ch has a fire departnment but which has not authorized such fire
departnment to render energency anbul ance service, may contract for the
furnishing to it of energency anbul ance service with another city, town,
village or fire district which has in its fire departnment an energency
rescue and first aid squad duly authorized to render energency anbul ance
service. Before any contract to furnish emergency anbul ance service is
entered into, the consents of the fire departnent, the fire conpany and



t he emergency rescue and first aid squad to furnish such energency
anbul ance service shall be obtai ned. Each consent shall be evidenced by
a copy of a resolution certified respectively by the secretary of the
fire departnment and fire conpany and by the officer then in command of
t he emergency rescue and first aid squad.

2. General anbul ance service. a. The governing board of any city, town
which has a fire departnment, village or fire district which has in its
fire departnment an energency rescue and first aid squad conposed nainly
of volunteer firefighters, by resolution, may authorize any such squad
to furnish general anbul ance service for the purpose of (1) transporting
any sick, injured or disabled resident or person found within the city,
town, village or fire district to a hospital, clinic, sanatorium or
ot her place for treatnent and care and returni ng any such person
therefromif still sick, injured or disabled and (2) transporting any
sick, injured or disabled resident of the city, town, village or fire
district froma hospital, clinic, sanatorium or other place where such
person has received treatnment and care to any other place for treatnent
and care or to such person's home whet her such hospital, clinic,
sanatorium or other place where such person has received treatnent and
care is within or without the city, town, village or fire district or
the territory listed on the anbul ance service certificate or certificate
of registration as the usual territory within which the anbul ance
servi ce operates.

b. The town board of a town which does not have a fire departnent but
in which there is a fire corporation |ocated outside any village, fire
district, fire alarmdistrict or fire protection district, by
resol ution, may authorize the energency rescue and first aid squad of
such fire corporation to furnish general anbul ance service for the
pur pose of (1) transporting any sick, injured or disabled resident or
person found within the area described in the certificate of
i ncorporation of the fire corporation to a hospital, clinic, sanatorium
or other place for treatnent and care and returning any such person
therefromif still sick, injured or disabled and (2) transporting any
sick, injured or disabled resident of such described area froma
hospital, clinic, sanatorium or other place where such person has



received treatnment and care to any other place for treatnent and care or
to such person's hone whet her such hospital, clinic, sanatorium or other
pl ace where such person has received treatnent and care is within or

Wi t hout the area described in the certificate of incorporation of such
fire corporation or the territory listed on the anbul ance service
certificate or certificate of registration as the usual territory within
whi ch t he anbul ance service operates.

c. The governing board of a city, village or fire district which by
law i s authorized to contract to have fire protection furnished for any
district or area thereof by the fire departnent or fire conpany of
another city, town, village or fire district, or a town board on behal f
of a fire protection district or fire alarmdistrict, may include in any
fire protection contract a provision for the furnishing of general
anbul ance service by the energency rescue and first aid squad of the
fire departnment or fire conpany which furnishes such fire protection.
Such general anbul ance service shall be for the purpose of (1)
transporting any sick, injured or disabled resident or person found
within the contract district or area to a hospital, clinic, sanatorium
or other place for treatnent and care and returning any such person
therefromif still sick, injured or disabled and (2) transporting any
sick, injured or disabled resident of such contract district or area
froma hospital, clinic, sanatoriumor other place where such person has
received treatnment and care to any other place for treatnment and care or
to such person's hone whet her such hospital, clinic, sanatorium or other
pl ace where such person has received treatnent and care is within or
Wi t hout the contract district or area or the territory listed on the
anbul ance service certificate or certificate of registration as the
usual territory within which the anbul ance service operates. The city,
town, village, fire district or the fire departnment or fire conpany
t hereof which is authorized to furnish such fire protection pursuant to
contract shall have power to contract to furnish such general anbul ance
servi ce.

d. Before any authorization is granted under paragraphs a and b of
t hi s subdivision, or before any contract to furnish general anbul ance
service is entered into pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision, and



bef ore any public hearing is conducted as herein provided, the consents
of the fire departnment, the fire conpany and t he energency rescue and
first aid squad to furnish the general ambul ance service shall be
obt ai ned. Each consent shall be evidenced by a copy of a resolution
certified, respectively, by the secretary of the fire departnent and
fire conpany and by the officer then in command of the energency rescue
and first aid squad.

e. Before authorizing general ambul ance servi ce under paragraphs a and
b of this subdivision the governing board of a city, town, village or
fire district shall conduct a public hearing. Before the governing board
of acity, tow, village or fire district enters into a contract for
fire protection which contract, for the first tine for a specific
district or area, provides for the furnishing of general anbul ance
service pursuant to paragraph c¢ of this subdivision, it shall conduct a
public hearing in the nmanner required by law, if any, for the entering
into of a fire protection contract therefor, but if a public hearing is
not required in any such case, then the public hearing shall be held as
herei n provided and the procedure for publishing notice under this
par agr aph shall be applicable. Notice of such hearing shall be published
at | east once in a newspaper or newspapers having general circulation in
the city, town, village or fire district, or, in the case of contracts,
inthe fire alarmdistrict, fire protection district, or other contract
area. In all cases the notice of hearing shall, in general terns, (1)
descri be the general anbul ance service which is proposed to be
furni shed, (2) describe the area to be served, (3) state the nanes of
the fire departnent, fire conpanies and energency rescue and first aid
squad affected, (4) state the tine and place within the city, town,
village or fire district, or, in the case of contracts, the fire alarm
district, fire protection district, or other contract area, where such
hearing will be held and (5) state that all persons residing within the
area to be served, all persons, firms and corporati ons owning real
property within the area to be served, and all persons, firnms and
corporati ons whose business interests or enploynent would either be
benefited or adversely affected, whether or not a resident or owner of
real property within the area to be served, shall have the right to be
heard in person or by representative at the public hearing. Such notice



shall be published at |east ten days prior to the date fixed for the
heari ng.

f. After the hearing and after considering the statenents nmade at the
heari ng the governi ng board shall determ ne whether authorizing the
furni shing of general anbul ance service, or the entering into of a
contract for general ambul ance service, is in the public interest. If
t he governing board determines that it is in the public interest to
aut hori ze the furnishing of general anbul ance service, or to enter into
a contract for general anbul ance service, it shall adopt the resol ution
aut horizing the same and within ten days thereafter cause a certified
copy of the resolution and the determination on which it is based to be
filed in the office of the clerk of the county or counties in which the
city, town, village or fire district is |ocated. The consents required
by paragraph d of this subdivision shall be filed with such resol ution
and determ nati on.

g. The determi nation of the governing board in relation to the
furni shing of general anbul ance service shall be subject to reviewin
the manner provided in article seventy-eight of the civil practice | aw
and rul es provided that application has been nade therefor within thirty
days fromthe date of the filing thereof. Such determ nation shal
beconme final and conclusive and the resolution shall become effective at
the expiration of such thirty days or, if application for review be
made, upon the final determ nation thereof.

h. \When general anbul ance service is authorized pursuant to this
subdi vi si on, the emergency rescue and first aid squad shall answer all
calls and denmands for such service to be furnished to sick, injured or
di sabl ed persons entitled thereto, subject to such rules and regul ati ons
as shall be prescribed by authorities having control of such squad, and
subject at all tinmes to the energency needs of the fire departnent and
any limtations upon such service specified in a fire protection
contract. Such rules and regulations may establish [imtations on the
di stances which nay be travel ed outside the area to be served in order
to reach hospitals, clinics, sanatoriuns or other places where care and
treatment is to be or has been furnished.



i. Any action taken pursuant to this subdivision my be rescinded by
resol ution of the governing board which has taken such action. The term
"resolution”, as used in this subdivision twd, neans resolution,
ordi nance, act or |ocal |aw

j. The provisions of this subdivision two shall apply to all cities,
towns, villages and fire districts, except where the provisions of a
general or special |aw expressly prohibit the rendition of general
anbul ance service by an energency rescue and first aid squad of the fire
depart nent thereof.

3. Transportation of persons. Sguads and persons authorized to render
service pursuant to this section shall transport sick, injured or
di sabl ed persons only in vehicles owed by or under the control of a
city, town, village, fire district, a fire departnent or a fire conpany
unl ess ordered or permtted to transport such persons in other vehicles
by the authorities having control of the fire departnment or fire conpany
of which he is a nenber

3-a. Mutual aid. a. The governing board of any city, town which has a
fire departnment, village or fire district which has inits fire
departnment an energency rescue and first aid squad conposed nainly of
volunteer firefighters, may, by resolution authorize any such squad to
enter into one or nore nutual aid agreenents as defined in subdivision
twenty of section three thousand one of the public health |law, and/or to
contract with anbul ance services as defined in subdivisions two and
three of section three thousand one of the public health law to provide
servi ces when the energency rescue and first aid squad is unavail abl e.

b. The town board of a town which does not have a fire departnent but
in which there is a fire corporation |ocated outside any village, fire
district, fire alarmdistrict or fire protection district nay, by
resol ution, authorize the energency rescue and first aid squad of such
fire corporation to enter into one or nore nutual aid agreenents as
defined in subdivision twenty of section three thousand one of the
public health law, and/or to contract w th anbul ance services as defined



i n subdivisions two and three of section three thousand one of the
public health law to provide services when the energency rescue and
first aid squad is unavail abl e.

* 4. Fees and charges authorized. (a) Subject to the restrictions set
forth in paragraph (d) of this subdivision, emergency and general
anbul ance service, including energency nedical service as defined in
section three thousand one of the public health law, authorized pursuant
to this section may be furni shed without cost to the person served;
provi ded, however, that the authorities having control of a fire
departnment or fire conpany that have authorized such fire departnent or
fire conpany to provide such service or services may fix a schedul e of
fees or charges to be paid by persons requesting such service or
services. The authorities having control of a fire departnment or fire
conpany may provide for the collection of fees and charges or nmay
formul ate rules and regul ations for the collection thereof by the fire
departnment or fire conpany. \Wen fees and charges are authorized
pursuant to this subdivision, the fees and charges collected shall be
di sbursed in accordance with a witten contract entered into between the
authority having control of a fire departnent or fire conpany and the
fire departnment or fire conpany itself. If the authorities having
control of a fire departnent or fire conpany have authorized such fire
departnment or fire conpany to fix a schedule of fees or charges to be
pai d by persons requesting such service or services, and seek
participation in and rei nbursenment fromthe nedical assistance program
the authorities having control of a fire departnment or fire conpany
shal | adhere to any medi cal assistance enrollnent and billing
requi renents applicable to such services prior to receiving
rei mbursenent. The acceptance by any firefighter of any personal
remuneration or gratuity, directly or indirectly, froma person served
shall be a ground for his or her expul sion or suspension as a nmenber of
the fire departnent or fire conpany.

(b) Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of paragraph (a) of this
subdi vision, a basic |ife support service which establishes a schedule
of fees for service shall enter into a contract with a provider or
provi ders of advanced |ife support services to provide such advanced
life support services. Such contract shall at a mninmm establish the
fees for advanced life support services and the neans by which said



provider will be reinbursed when the anbul ance service bills for
energency nedi cal service.

(c) An energency and general anbul ance service, including enmergency
medi cal service as defined in section three thousand one of the public
health | aw, authorized pursuant to this section which does not issue a
bill for its services and which requests an Advanced Life Support (ALS)

i ntercept from anot her anbul ance service furnishing service in an area
that is designated as a rural area by any |law or regulation of the
state, or that is located in a rural census tract of a metropolitan
statistical area (as determ ned under the nost recent Goldsmth

Modi fication), shall pay the ambul ance service providing the ALS
intercept an ALS Rural Intercept Fee at rates negoti ated between the
provi ders of such services. In the absence of any agreed upon rates, the
service receiving such ALS intercept shall pay the service providing the
ALS intercept for such services at the usual and custonmary charge, which
shal | not be excessive or unreasonabl e.

(d) An energency and general anbul ance service, including enmergency
medi cal service as defined in section three thousand one of the public
health | aw, authorized pursuant to this section to fix a schedul e of
fees or charges to be paid by persons requesting such service or
services, may apply such fees and charges only within such service's
primary response territory as assigned and evi denced by a valid
anbul ance service certificate i ssued by the comm ssioner of health
pursuant to section three thousand five of the public health |law, on or
bef ore January first, two thousand twenty-two.

(e) An energency and general anbul ance service, including enmergency
nmedi cal service as defined in section three thousand one of the public
health | aw, authorized pursuant to this section shall not directly issue
a bill for its services to any uninsured recipient of such services.

* NB Effective until April 9, 2031

* 4. Fees and charges prohibited. Enmergency and general anbul ance
service authorized pursuant to this section shall be furnished w thout
cost to the person served. The acceptance by any firefighter of any
personal renuneration or gratuity, directly or indirectly, froma person
served shall be a ground for his or her expulsion or suspension as a
menber of the fire departnment or fire conpany.

* NB Effective April 9, 2031



5. The term "energency"”, as used in this chapter, or in any other |aw
of general application, inrelation to the operations of fire
departnments, includes, unless a contrary intent is clearly expressed or
i ndi cated, the search for persons and the search for, and attenpts to
recover or the recovery of, bodies of persons even though it is posible
or is known that all hope of life is gone.



