8§ 204-b. Youth progranms. 1. Volunteer fire departnments and fire
conpani es may establish, operate and maintain youth prograns to provide
participants with the opportunity to becone famliar with the prograns
and operations of fire departnments, to provide prograns in community
fire safety, fire prevention, and public fire prevention education, and
to curtail false fire alarns by devel opi ng conmunity w de respect for
the fire service.

2. Volunteer fire departnments and fire conpani es shall establish rules
and regul ati ons governi ng youth prograns established pursuant to
subdi vi si on one hereof, which shall include the m nimum and naxi nrum age
for participation, the procedure for participation, renoval or
expul si on, residence, and provision for adequate supervision of such
prograns.

3. It shall be an unlawful discrimnatory practice for any vol unteer
fire departnment or fire conpany, any nenber or nenbers thereof,
of ficers, board of fire comm ssioners or other body or office having
authority to determine eligibility for participation in such prograns
pursuant to this section, to exclude or expel fromparticipation in such
prograns any i ndividual because of race, creed, color, sex or national
origin, or to discrimnate against any partici pant because of race,
creed, color or national origin.

4. No person shall participate in such programw thout the witten
consent of his or her parent or guardian. Such consent shall continue
until withdrawn. If wthdrawn, participation in such program shal
automatically term nate.

5. Al activities of participants in such programshall be approved in
advance by the chief, or his designee. No activities may include
energency duties in connection with fire departnent or fire conpany
operations or any other hazardous activity.

6. Participants in such prograns shall not be eligible for any benefit
provi ded by the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw



7. Volunteer fire departnments and fire conpani es nmay purchase acci dent
i nsurance to insure participants in such progranms against injury or
death resulting frombodily injuries sustained in perfornmance of
approved activities. In addition, they may purchase insurance to protect
against liability arising fromapproved activities. The insurance
pur chased pursuant to this subdivision may include nedical and hospital
cover age.

8. No youth program shall be established pursuant to subdivi sion one
of this section unless authorized as follows: in a city the youth
program nmust be authorized by the board of fire comm ssioners or other
body or officer having control of fire departnment; in a village the
program nmust be approved by the board of fire comm ssioners or, if there
is no board of fire conm ssioners, the village board of trustees; in a
fire district the program nust be authorized by the board of fire
commi ssioners; in atow outside a village or a fire district the
program nmust be authorized by the town board.



