§ 148. Burial of nmenmbers of the arned forces of the United States and
their famlies; headstones. 1. Burial. (a) The board of supervisors in
each of the counties, or the board of estimate in the city of New York,
shal | designate some proper person, association or conmm ssion, other
than that designated for the care of burial of public charges or
crimnals, who shall cause to be interred the body of any nenber of the
uni formed services of the United States who (i) was honorably di scharged
fromsuch service or (ii) had a qualifying condition, as defined in
section one of the veterans' services |law, and received a discharge
ot her than bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (iii) was a
di scharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section one of the veterans
services |law, and received a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorabl e from such service, or the body of any mnor child or either
parent, or the spouse or unremarried surviving spouse of any such nenber
of the uniformed services of the United States, if such person shal
hereafter die in a county or in the city of New York wi thout |eaving
sufficient means to defray his or her funeral expenses.

(b) Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of this section, such counties
or city, as the case nay be, shall receive reinbursenent for such
expense subject to the reinbursenent limtations provided for in
subdi vision five of section one hundred forty-one of the social services
| aw, provided that such expense is otherwise eligible for state
rei mbur senent pursuant to the provisions of such section.

(c) If the deceased has relatives who desire to conduct the burial,
but are unable to pay the charge therefor, such sumshall be paid by the
county treasurer or other fiscal officer, to the person, association or
commi ssi on so conducting such burial, upon due proof of the claim nade
to such person, association or comr ssion of the death or burial of such
person, and audit thereof.

(d) Such internent shall not be made in a cenetery or cenetery plot
used exclusively for the burial of needy persons deceased, and the board
of supervisors of each county is hereby authorized and enpowered to
purchase and acquire |ands, or to appropriate noney for the purchase and
acqui sition of lands, for a cenetery or cenetery plot for the burial of
any such persons and also to provide for the care, nmintenance or
i nprovenent of any cemetery or plot where such persons are buried or may
hereafter be buried.



l-a. (a) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this section, in the
case of a veteran, as defined in section one of the veterans' services
l aw, or who has a qualifying condition as defined in section one of the
veterans' services |aw and has received a discharge other than bad
conduct or dishonorable, or is a discharged LGBT veteran as defined in
section one of the veterans' services | aw and has received a di scharge
ot her than bad conduct or dishonorable, who died in a county or the city
of New York | eaving no funds or insurance sufficient to pay funeral and
burial expenses of such veteran and such veteran has no next of kin or
person of record previously designated to control his or her final
di sposition pursuant to section four thousand two hundred one of the
public health law, such county or the city of New York shall request a
congressionally chartered veterans' organi zation within the county or
the city of New York where the decedent resided at the tine of death, to
engage the services of a funeral firmto conduct the funeral and buri al
servi ces.

(b) Such organi zation shall incur the costs associated with such
services, which shall include but not be limted to, the purchase of a
suitabl e container for burial, the funeral director's prices for
nmer chandi se and services furnished, cost of a grave site and a mlitary
funeral service at the cenetery to which such body shall be interred.

(c) The county or the city of New York shall endeavor to make such
requests to a diversity of congressionally chartered veterans
organi zations within their jurisdiction, in an effort to share the costs
described in paragraph (b) of this subdivision in a fair and equitable
manner .

(d) The state shall reinburse such congressionally chartered veterans
organi zati on for such funeral and burial service expenses for veterans,
except those expenses previously reinbursed pursuant to section one
hundred forty-one of the social services |law or any other |aw or those
expenses rei nbursabl e or payable by the federal governnent; provided
however, that the total reinbursenent pursuant to this subdivision shal
not exceed two thousand dollars per burial. Wth respect to any state
fiscal year, the conm ssioner of veterans' services shall provide a
percentage i ncrease in the maxi num anmount of funeral and burial service
expenses payabl e under this paragraph, equal to the percentage by which



(i) the consumer price index (all itenms, United States city average) for
the twel ve-nonth period ending on the March thirty-first preceding the
begi nning of the state fiscal year for which the increase is made,
exceeds (ii) the consumer price index for the twelve-nonth period
precedi ng the twel ve-nonth period described in subparagraph (i) of this
par agr aph. Such percentage increase shall be rounded up to the next

hi ghest one-tenth of one percent and shall not be | ess than one percent
nor nore than four percent. Commencing in the year two thousand
twenty-six, the comm ssioner of veterans' services, not later than
February first of each year, shall publish the amount of the tota

rei mbursenent, as adj usted, payable under this section.

(e) A congressionally chartered veterans' organi zation determining in
good faith that it cannot financially bear the costs of the requested
funeral and burial services as described in paragraph (b) of this
subdi vi sion, and declaring in good faith to the requesting county or the
city of New York that the organization is unable to pay for these
expenses, shall not be required by the county or the city of New York to
initially fund these requested services.

2. Headstones. (a) The grave of any such person whose body has been
heretofore or shall hereafter be so interred, or who shall have been
heretof ore buried in any of the counties of this state, but whose grave
is not marked by a suitable headstone, if such person has died or shal
die without |eaving nmeans to defray the expense of such headstone, or
whose grave shall have remai ned unmarked for five years by a suitable
headst one, shall be nmarked by a headstone bearing the nanme of the
deceased, the war in which he served, and, if possible, the organization
to which he bel onged or in which he served.

(b) The headstone at the grave of the spouse or surviving spouse of
such nmenmber of the armed forces of the United States shall contain the
nane of the deceased, the war in which his or her spouse served and, if
possi bl e, the organi zation to which he or she belonged or in which he or
she served.

(c) Such headstone shall be of such design and material as shall be
approved by the board of supervisors.

(d) Where a headstone or the foundation thereof as herein provided,
shal | have becone damaged by accident or the elenents, it nay be



repaired, provided the expense is |less than the cost of a new headstone.
(e) The board of supervisors of the county of which such deceased
person was a resident at the tine of his or her death is hereby
aut horized and directed to audit the account and pay the expenses of
such burial and headstone, and a reasonable sumfor the services and
necessary expenses of the person or comm ssion so designated. In case
such person shall be at the tine of his or her death an incarcerated
i ndi vidual of any state institution, including state hospitals and
sol diers' hones, or any institution, supported by the state and
supported by public expense therein, the expense of such burial and
headst one shall be a charge upon the county of his or her |egal
resi dence.
(f) Where the providing of a headstone is authorized in any case
pursuant to this section, and in |ieu of making such provision as
her ei nbefore set forth, the board responsible for paynent of the cost
t hereof nmay nake application for a headstone in such case to any
of ficer, board, body or agency of the United States required by or
pursuant to the laws thereof to furnish a headstone w thout charge to
mark the grave of the deceased person in such case and, in the event
such headstone is accordingly furnished, my audit the account and pay
t he expense incident to the obtaining and for the erection thereof,
i ncl udi ng any necessary transportation charges, in an anount not in
excess of the maxi mum sum aut hori zed to be expended for a headstone as
provi ded in paragraph (c) of this subdivision.

3. Reports. It shall be the duty of the person or comrission in this
section provided, prior to the annual neeting of the board of
supervi sors to make an annual report to such board of supervisors of al
the applications since the |ast annual report for burial and the
erection of tonbstones as provided herein, together with the anounts
allowed. All applications herein referred to shall acconmpany said annual
report and be placed and kept on file with the board of supervisors.



