8§ 135-b. Departnents of occupational therapy in connection with public
general hospitals and tubercul osis hospitals or sanatoria. Any nunici pal
corporation nmaintaining a public general hospital or a hospital or
sanatorium for the treatnment of tubercul osis under the provisions of any
general or special |aw nay establish, equip and maintain, in connection
therewith, a departnent of occupational therapy. For the purpose of this
section occupational therapy is defined as any activity, nmental or
physi cal , prescribed, guided or supervised for any patient for the
pur pose of contributing to and hastening his recovery from di sease or
injury. The appropriate nunicipal authorities nay appropriate or provide
funds for the establishnent, equipnent and operation of such
occupational therapy departnents in the same nmanner as for the
establ i shment, equi prment and operation of such public general hospitals,
t ubercul osis hospitals or sanatoria. Such occupational therapy
departnment shall be under the general superintendence, managenent and
control of the rnunicipal authority, board of nanagers, or other agency
havi ng general superintendence, managenent and control of the public
general hospital, tuberculosis hospital or sanatoriumto which it may be
attached.

The chief nedical officer of such public general hospital,
t ubercul osi s hospital or sanatoriumshall have authority to enpl oy one
or nore occupational therapists to carry on the work of such departnent
under his supervision. The qualifications of occupational therapists so
enpl oyed shall be defined by the public health and heal th pl anni ng
counci | .

The chief nedical officer of the institution may sell any article nade
or manufactured by any patient in his prescribed curative work carried
on in such occupational therapy departnment to such patient upon paynent
by such patient to such chief medical officer of a sumnot |ess than the
cost of the material or materials fromwhich such article was nade or
manuf act ured. Such chi ef nmedical officer may, in behalf of any patient,
di spose of any article, made or nmanufactured by him at public or
private sale, and from noneys derived fromthe sale of such article he
may pay to the patient such portion thereof that the residue shall at
| east equal the cost of the material or materials.



Except in the case of hospitals or sanatoria maintained by counties
havi ng a county purchasing agent, the nunicipal authority, board of
managers, or other agency having general superintendence, managenent and
control of such public general hospital, tubercul osis hospital or
sanatorium nay place the noneys accruing to the occupational therapy
departnment, fromthe two sources herei nabove nentioned, in a fund, to be
known as "The Cccupational Therapy Fund. " The noneys in such fund at
any tinme shall not exceed the sumof five hundred dollars. Al receipts
in excess of such sum or all receipts, if such fund be not established,
shall be paid into the treasury of the nunicipal corporation operating
such hospital or sanatorium The chief nedical officer of the
institution may directly purchase with noneys from "The Cccupati onal
Therapy Fund,” if such a fund shall have been established, such
materials, in addition to those provided for the operation of such
occupati onal therapy departnent as herei nabove authorized, as are
necessary to the proper functioning of such departnent.

The chief nedical officer may, in his discretion and if he deens such
course to be in the best interest of any patient, tenporarily w thhold
any or all noneys earned by such patient and shall give such noneys to
such patient upon di scharge.



