* § 126-b. Public hospitals for chronically ill. 1. (a) The governing
board of a county or city nmay by resolution determ ne that there shal
be in such county or city a public hospital for the care and treatnent
of the chronically ill and nake provision for the establishnment and
operation of such a hospital by such county or city in the sanme nmanner
and in accordance with the same procedure as is prescribed by the
provisions of this article for the establishnent and operation of public
general hospitals; and the provisions of sections one hundred
twenty-si x, one hundred twenty-seven, one hundred twenty-ei ght, one
hundred twenty-nine, one hundred thirty-one, one hundred thirty-two, one
hundred thirty-three, one hundred thirty-five-a and one hundred
thirty-five-b shall apply thereto except to the extent they shall be
i nconsi stent therewth.

(b) Provided the state board of social welfare shall approve, such
county or city may use for the operation of such a hospital a building
or buildings fornerly used as a tubercul osis hospital or sanatoriumor a
part thereof.

2. (a) If such a hospital is established, provision shall be nmade for
the adm ssion of patients thereto, upon the authorization of the
commi ssi oner of public welfare of the county or city, as the case may
be, who are receiving public assistance or care from such comm ssi oner
or who nmay be determ ned to be needy by such conmi ssioner in accordance
with the standards and criteria of his public welfare district pursuant
to the provisions of the social welfare law, and for paynment by such
comm ssi oner for the cost of care provided such patients.

(b) When a patient who is not the concern of the public welfare
commi ssioner is admtted, the superintendent shall cause to be made such
inquiry as he may deem necessary relative to the ability of such
patient, and of the relatives legally liable for his support, to pay for
his care and treatnent. If he finds that such patient, or said
relatives, are able to pay for his care and treatnent in whole or in
part, an order shall be nade by the superintendent directing such
patient, or said relatives, to pay to the treasurer of such hospital for
t he support of such patient a specified sum per week, in proportion to
their financial ability, but such sumshall not exceed the actual cost
of mai ntenance. The superintendent shall have the sanme power and



authority to collect such sums fromthe patient, or his relatives
legally liable for his support, as is possessed by a public welfare
official in like circunstances. If the superintendent find that such
patient, or his said relatives, are not able to pay, either in whole or
in part, for his care and treatnent in such hospital, the unpaid cost of
hi s mai nt enance shall becone a charge upon the county or city by which
the hospital is maintained, but nmay be subject to chargeback to anot her
public welfare district pursuant to the provisions of the social welfare
| aw. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to any person
admtted for care and treatnent of tubercul osis, as defined and provided
for in the public health | aw.

(c) No enployee of such hospital shall accept from any patient thereof
any fee, paynent or gratuity whatsoever for his service.

3. (a) Wienever a county or city has, prior to the enactnent of this
section, established a public hospital for the care of the chronically
sick, the governing body of such county or city may by resol ution
provi de that such hospital shall thereafter be controlled and maintai ned
i n accordance with the provisions of this section and article.

(b) Any public hospital for the care of the chronically sick which nmay
hereafter be established by the governing board of any county or city
shall be subject to the provisions of this section and article.

* NB There are 2 § 126-b's



