8§ 119-0. Performance of municipal cooperative activities; alternative
powers; alternative assignnment of responsibilities. 1. In addition to
any ot her general or special powers vested in municipal corporations and
districts for the performance of their respective functions, powers or
duties on an individual, cooperative, joint or contract basis, nunicipal
corporations and districts shall have power to enter into, anend, cancel
and term nate agreenents for the performnce anong thensel ves or one for
the other of their respective functions, powers and duties on a
cooperative or contract basis or for the provision of a joint service or
a joint water, sewage or drainage project. Notw thstandi ng the foregoing
grant of authority, the tenporary investnent of noneys by nore than one
muni ci pal corporation or district pursuant to a nunicipal cooperation
agreenent which neets the definition of "cooperative investnent
agreenent” as set forth in article three-A of this chapter shall be in
conpliance with all of the requirenents of that article. Any agreenent
entered into hereunder shall be approved by each participating munici pal
corporation or district by a majority vote of the voting strength of its
governi ng body. Were the authority of any nunicipal corporation or
district to performby itself any function, power and duty or to provide
by itself any facility, service, activity, project or undertaking or the
fi nancing thereof is, by any other general or special |aw, subject to a
public hearing, a nmandatory or perm ssive referendum consents of
government al agenci es, or other requirenents applicable to the making of
contracts, then its right to participate in an agreenent hereunder shal
be simlarly conditioned. Minicipal corporations and districts shal
al so have the power to enter into, anend, cancel and term nate
agreenents with a soil and water conservation district established under
the soil and water conservation districts |law for the perfornmance anong
t hensel ves or one for the other of their respective functions, powers
and duties on a cooperative or contract basis or for the provision of a
joint service or a joint project; provided, however, that the exercise
of any powers and duties under this article by a soil and water
conservation district shall be subject to the powers, duties and
limtations in section nine of the soil and water conservation districts
| aw.

2. An agreenment nay contain provisions relating to:



a. A nethod or formula for equitably providing for and all ocati ng
revenues and for equitably allocating and financing the capital and
operating costs, including paynents to reserve funds authorized by | aw
and paynents of principal and interest on obligations. Such nmethod or
formul a shall be established by the participating corporations or
districts on a ratio of full valuations of real property, or on the
basi s of the anobunt of services rendered or to be rendered, or benefits
received or conferred or to be received or conferred, or on the increase
i n taxabl e assessed value attributable to the function, facility,
service, activity or project which is the subject of an agreenent, or on
any other equitable basis, including the |evying of taxes or assessnents
to pay such costs on the entire area of the corporation or district, or
on a part thereof, which is benefited or which receives the service.

b. The manner of enpl oyi ng, engagi ng, conpensating, transferring or
di schargi ng necessary personnel, subject, however, to the provisions of
the civil service |aw where applicable; the making of enployer's
contributions for retirenent, social security, health insurance,
wor kers' conpensation, volunteer firefighter and vol unteer anbul ance
wor ker benefits, including participation in a public group self-insurer,
and other simlar benefits; the approval of attendances at conventi ons,
conferences and schools for public officials and the approval and
paynment of travel and other expenses incurred in the performance of
official duties; the bonding of designated officers and enpl oyees; the
filing of oaths of office and resignations consistent with general |aws
applicable thereto; provisions that for specific purposes designated
of ficers or enployees of the joint service or a joint water, sewage or
dr ai nage project shall be deened those of a specified participating
corporation or district; and provisions that personnel assigned to a
joint service or a joint water, sewage or drainage project shall possess
the sane powers, duties, immunities and privileges they would ordinarily
possess (1) if they perforned their duties only in the corporation or
district by which they are enployed or (2) if they were enpl oyed by the
corporation or district in which they are required to performtheir
duti es.



c. Responsibility for the establishnment, operation and mai ntenance of
the joint service or joint water, sewage or drainage project and the
of ficers responsible for the i mredi ate supervision and control thereof;
the fixing and collecting of charges, rates, rents or fees, where
appropriate, and the naki ng and promnul gati on of necessary rules and
regul ations and their enforcenent by or with the assistance of the
participating corporations and districts; the conduct of hearings and
the determ nation of issues raised thereat; the naking of necessary
i nspections; the keeping of records and the naking of reports including
those required by article three of the general municipal |aw and
limtations or restrictions on individual participating corporations and
districts fromproviding or undertaking simlar or conpeting facilities,
services, activities, projects, or undertakings.

d. Purchasi ng and maki ng of contracts subject to general |aws
applicable to nunicipal corporations and school districts.

e. Acquisition, ownership, custody, operation, nmintenance, |ease or
sale of real or personal property.

f. Acceptance of gifts, grants or beguests.

g. Making of clainms for federal or state aid payable to the individual
or several participants on account of the joint service or a joint
wat er, sewage or drai nage project.

h. Custody by the fiscal officer of one participant of any or al
noneys nmade avail able for expenditure for the joint service or a joint
wat er, sewage or drainage project and authorization to such fisca
of ficer to make paynents on audit of the auditing official or body of
the participating corporation or district of which he is the fiscal
of ficer.

i . Manner of responding for any liabilities that m ght be incurred in
the operation of the joint service or a joint water, sewage or drai nage
project and insuring against any such liability.



j. Procedure for periodic review of the terms and conditions of the
agreenent, including those relating to its duration, extension or
term nation. The duration of an agreenent hereinafter entered into,
unl ess otherw se provided by |law, may extend up to a maxi numterm of
five years. Wth respect to agreenents, the perfornance of which
i nvol ves the issuance by the participants of indebtedness, either joint
or several, the termof the agreenment nmay extend up to a maxi num peri od
of time equal to the period of probable useful ness established by
section 11.00 of the local finance law in connection with the object or
pur pose for which the indebtedness was issued. Nothing herein contained
shall prevent or prohibit either the renewal of agreements upon
conclusion of the ternms established, or anendnents, nodifications,
clarifications, or cancellations of agreenents prior to concl usion of
the ternms established.

k. Adjudication of disputes or disagreenents, the effects of failure
of participating corporations or districts to pay their shares of the
costs and expenses and the rights of the other participants in such
cases.

|. Gther matters as are reasonably necessary and proper to effectuate
and progress the joint service or a joint water, sewage or drai nage
proj ect.

m A nunicipality may contract with another nunicipality or with a
muni ci pal housing authority of another mnunicipality, for the
construction, naintenance, operation or nmanagenent of a public housing
proj ect.

3. Municipal corporations are authorized as provided herein to adopt a
nmut ual sharing plan in order to undertake or receive any joint service
on behal f of or by another nunicipal corporation which has adopted a
nmut ual sharing plan. Services provided pursuant to such nutual sharing
pl an shall be subject to the alternative assignnment of responsibility
for certain expenses and liabilities relating to such joint service as
provi ded by this subdivision.



a. A governing body may adopt a nutual sharing plan by |ocal |aw
resolution or bylaw to confer the benefits of this section upon the
enpl oyees of such munici pal corporation and to be held liable for the
costs incurred in the event of participation in a joint service with
anot her nuni ci pal corporation which has adopted a nutual sharing plan.
Such plan shall describe the officers or enployees authorized to
undertake or authorize receipt of a joint service pursuant to the nutual
sharing plan, any limtations upon joint services which nay be rendered
or received pursuant to it, and how and when notice of joint services
rendered or received pursuant to it shall be provided to the governing
body.

b. Upon adoption of a nutual sharing plan, a nunicipal corporation my
undertake or receive a joint service with another rmunicipal corporation
whi ch has adopted a nutual sharing plan. The rmunicipal corporation
requesting the assi stance of another nunicipal corporation pursuant to a
nmut ual sharing plan shall be |liable and responsible to the assisting
muni ci pal corporation for any | oss of or damage to equi prent enpl oyed in
provi sion of such joint service or use of supplies upon provision of
such joint service. Each nunicipal corporation shall be |iable for
sal ari es and ot her conpensation due to their own enployees for the tine
t he enpl oyees are undertaking the joint service pursuant to a mutual
sharing plan, however the rnunicipal corporation receiving the service
shal | reinburse the assisting nunicipal corporation for actual and
necessary expenses upon witten notice of such claim

c. The authority to adopt a nutual sharing plan and to undertake joint
services pursuant to it shall be in addition to any other power or
authority conferred on nunicipal corporations pursuant to this article
or any other general or special law. A joint service nmay not be rendered
pursuant to a nutual sharing plan where anot her agreenent has been
entered into pursuant to this section for such service between the
assi sting and receiving nunicipal corporations.

4. Any school district or board of cooperative educational services
may join a panel established pursuant to article twelve-1 of this
chapter, and may further participate in any of the activities of such



panel, with any participating county, town, city, village, fire
district, fire protection district, or special inprovenent district
participating in such panels. For cooperative agreenents which involve
functions, services, or provisions permtted by this section, school
districts and boards of cooperative educational services shall be
permtted to create and execute such agreenents, when a part of the
activity of such panel, w thout opinion or approval of the state
educati on departnent.



