GENERAL ASSCCI ATI ONS LAW
LAWS 1909, CHAP. 34
AN ACT in relation to associations, constituting chapter twenty-nine
of the consolidated | aws.
Becane a | aw February 17, 1909, with the approval of the Governor.
Passed, three-fifths being present.
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and
Assenbly, do enact as foll ows:
CHAPTER 29 OF THE CONSOLI DATED LAWS
GENERAL ASSCCI ATI ONS LAW
Article 1. Short title; definitions (88 1, 2).
2. Joint-stock associations (88 3-11).
3. Action or proceedi ng by or agai nst uni ncor por at ed
associ ations (88 12-17).
4. Certificate of designation by associations doing business
within this state (88 18, 19, 19-a).
5. Laws repeal ed; when to take effect (88 20, 21).

ARTI CLE 1
SHORT TI TLE; DEFI NI TI ONS
Section 1. Short title.
2. Definitions.

8§ 1. Short title. This chapter shall be known as the "General
Associ ati ons Law. "

8§ 2. Definitions. As used in this chapter: 1. The term "joint stock
associ ation" includes every unincorporated joint stock association,
conpany or enterprise having witten articles of association and capital
stock divided into shares, but does not include a corporation or a
busi ness trust.

2. The term "business trust” neans any association operating a
busi ness under a witten instrunent or declaration of trust, the



beneficial interest under which is divided into shares represented by
certificates.

3. The term "stockhol der"” neans every nenber of a joint stock
associ ation.

4. The term "association,” as used in article four of this chapter,
means a joint stock association or a business trust as defined in this
secti on.

ARTI CLE 2
JA NT- STOCK ASSQOCI ATI ONS
Section 3. Contents of articles of association.

4, Certificate to be filed wthin sixty days and annually
thereafter; penalty; evidence.
Di ssol uti on.
Power to take and convey real property.
Changi ng articles of association.

5

6

7

7-a. Incorporation of joint-stock association.

8 Proceeding to nortgage, |ease or sell real estate.
9 Recei ver of joint-stock association.

10. Injunction against joint-stock association.

11. M snoner of party not avail able.
8§ 3. Contents of articles of association. The articles of association
of a joint-stock association may:
1. Provide that the death of a stockhol der thereof, or the transfer
of his shares of stock therein, shall not work a dissolution of the

associ ati on;

2. Prescribe the nunber of its directors, not less than three, to
have the sol e managenent of its affairs;

3. Contain any other provision for the nmanagenent of its affairs not



i nconsi stent with | aw

8§ 4. Certificate to be filed within sixty days and annual |y
thereafter; penalty; evidence. Every joint-stock association
transacting business within this state shall, within sixty days after
its formation, and in each January thereafter, file with the secretary
of state, and with the clerk of the county in which its principal
business is carried on, a witten certificate, signed and verified by
its president and treasurer, stating the nanme and date of organization
of such associ ation, the nunber of its stockhol ders, the nanes and
pl aces of residence of its officers, and its principal place of
busi ness. Any such certificate, the record thereof, or a certified copy
of such certificate or record shall be presunptive evidence of the truth
of all facts therein stated agai nst such association, its officers and
stockhol ders. The officers of a joint-stock association who fail to
conply with the provisions of this section shall be jointly and
severally liable to pay to the people of this state a penalty of fifty
dollars for each day such failure continues.

8 5. Dissolution. A joint-stock association shall not be dissol ved
except in pursuance of its articles of association, or by consent of all
its stockhol ders, or by judgnment of a court for fraud in its nmanagenent,
or for good cause shown.

8§ 6. Power to take and convey real property. A joint-stock
association, in the name of its president, as such president, may
pur chase, take, hold and convey such real property only,

1. As may be necessary for its inmediate acconmodation in the
conveni ent transaction of its business.

2. As may be nortgaged to it in good faith by way of security for
| oans made by or noneys due to it.



3. As it may purchase at sal es under judgnments, decrees or nortgages
held by it.

8§ 7. Changing articles of association. Any change in the articles of
association of a joint-stock association not inconsistent with | aw nay
be made with the consent of all its stockhol ders, or otherw se, as the
articles of association may provide. Unless the articles of association
of a joint-stock association contain provisions to the contrary, its
directors may be increased or reduced to not less than three; its
capital stock nay be increased or reduced; or the termof its existence
may be extended, with the consent of its stockhol ders owning at | east
two-thirds of its stock issued and outstanding, on the following terns
and conditions: The consent of the requisite nunber of stockhol ders
nmust be given by vote, or by witing presented and filed, at a regular
or regularly called special neeting. Notice of the tine and place of
such neeting, with notice of the proposed change, nust be personally
served on each stockhol der of the association at least thirty days
before the neeting, or by mailing it to such stockhol der at his
| ast - known post-office address at |east sixty days before the neeting.
The amount of its capital stock shall not be reduced bel ow t he anmount of
its paid-up capital stock, nor shall it be reduced if the liabilities of
t he associ ation exceed its assets.

8§ 7-a. Incorporation of joint-stock association. 1. Any joint-stock
associ ation transacting business within this state under this chapter
and created by or under the laws of this state on or before January
first, nineteen hundred sixty-four may be incorporated under the
busi ness corporation |aw for a purpose or purposes for which a
corporation nay be formed under such law, in accordance with the
foll owi ng provisions of this section.

2. (a) The certificate of incorporation of a joint-stock association
to be incorporated pursuant to this section shall be entitled
"Certificate of incorporation of .................... (nane of
corporation) under section four hundred two of the business corporation



| aw and section seven-a of the general associations |aw, " shall be
signed by the president of the joint-stock association as the

i ncorporator, with his name and address stated beneath or opposite his
signature, acknow edged by him and delivered to the departnent of state,
and shall set forth the matters required or pernmitted to be set forth in
a certificate of incorporation under section four hundred two of the
busi ness corporation |aw and shall also set forth:

(1) The nanme and date of organization of the joint-stock association
to be incorporat ed.

(2) The nunber of outstandi ng shares of each class and series of the
j oi nt-stock associ ation, specifying the classes and series entitled to
vote and further specifying each class and series, if any, entitled to
vote as a class, and a statenent of the basis upon which and the manner
i n which such shares shall be converted into, or exchangeable for, the
shares or other securities of the corporation, or the cash or other
consideration which is to be paid or delivered in exchange for shares of
the joint-stock association, or a conbination thereof.

(3) A statenent that the signer of the certificate of incorporation is
the president of the joint-stock association and that he has been
aut hori zed by the stockhol ders of the joint-stock association, in
accordance with the provisions of subdivision three of this section, to
sign, acknow edge and deliver the certificate to the departnent of state
for the purpose of incorporating the joint-stock association.

(b) (1) Notw thstanding the provisions of section three hundred one of
t he busi ness corporation |l aw, the corporation my have the sane nane as
the joint-stock association to be incorporated, and shall not be
required to add to, nodify or otherw se change such nane, if the
j oi nt-stock association has transacted business in this state under such
nane continuously since January first, nineteen hundred twelve.

(2) Subject to the requirenments of the business corporation |aw, the
certificate of incorporation approved in accordance with the provisions
of subdivision three of this section may make any change in the purpose
or purposes of the joint-stock association, in the shares which it shal
have authority to issue and in its duration and nay contai n any
provi sion, not inconsistent with law, which is permtted to be set forth
in a certificate of incorporation under section four hundred two of the
busi ness corporation | aw.



3. The incorporation of a joint-stock association as provided in this
section shall be authorized in the foll ow ng nanner:

(a) The board of directors of the joint-stock association shall call a
neeting of its stockholders for the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) To authorize the incorporation of the joint-stock association
pursuant to this section, to approve the certificate of incorporation
proposed to be nade and delivered for such purpose and to authorize the
presi dent of the joint-stock association to sign, acknow edge and
deliver to the departnent of state such certificate of incorporation for
filing pursuant to this section; and

(2) To adopt by-laws of the corporation to take effect upon the filing
of the certificate of incorporation by the departnment of state, which
by-laws may contain any provisions permtted to be contained in the
by-laws of a corporation formed under the business corporation |aw.

(b) Notice of such neeting of stockhol ders shall be given to each
st ockhol der of record of the joint-stock association, whether or not
entitled to vote, in the nmanner provided in its articles of association
for special neetings of stockholders or, in the absence of any such
provision, in conformty with the provisions of section six hundred five
of the business corporation |aw as to special neetings of sharehol ders
of a corporation subject to such law. A copy of the proposed certificate
of incorporation, except for any information not available at the tine
of the notice, and a copy of the proposed by-laws of the corporation
shal | acconpany such notice. Except as otherwi se required by this
section or as otherwi se provided in the articles of association or
by-laws of the joint-stock association, the provisions of sections six
hundred four to six hundred twelve, inclusive, of the business
corporation | aw shall govern the conduct of such neeting.

(c) At such neeting of stockholders the natters specified in paragraph
(a) of subdivision three of this section shall be authorized, adopted
and approved by vote of the holders of that proportion of the
out standi ng shares of the joint-stock association entitled to vote which
is required by its articles of association to anend such articles, the
hol ders of shares of a class or series voting as a class if the articles
so provide, or, in the absence of any provision in the articles as to
t he amendnent thereof, by vote of the holders of two-thirds of all the



out standi ng shares of the joint-stock association entitled to vote in
the election of any of its directors.

4. Mnutes of the proceedi ngs of such neeting shall be kept, and a
copy of the certificate of incorporation authorized at such neeting and
a copy of the by-laws adopted at such neeting shall be filed with the
m nutes. After the certificate of incorporation shall have been fil ed,
such m nutes shall be deened m nutes of proceedi ngs of the sharehol ders
of the corporation for all purposes of section six hundred twenty-four
of the business corporation |aw.

5. The provisions of subparagraphs one, two, three, four and six of
par agraph (b) of section eight hundred six of the business corporation
| aw shal |l apply to any changes in the shares of the joint-stock
association or in the rights, preferences or limtations of any such
shares nmade by the certificate of incorporation authorized by this
section as if such certificate were a certificate of anmendnment.

6. Upon the filing by the departnment of state of the certificate of
i ncorporation authorized by this section:

(a) The joint-stock association shall no | onger be governed by this
chapter but shall become and be a corporation within the nmeaning of the
busi ness corporation | aw possessing, consistently with its certificate
of incorporation, the business corporation |aw, and any other applicable
statute of this state, all the rights, privileges, immunities, powers
and purposes of the joint-stock association and havi ng, w thout being
deened a new or different |egal person or entity, all the rights and
powers, subject to all the limtations thereon and qualifications
t hereof, which pertain to a corporation forned under the business
corporation |aw, and the sharehol ders, directors and officers of the
corporation shall have all the rights and privil eges, and be subject to
all the duties and obligations, and |imtations thereon, which pertain
to sharehol ders, directors and officers of a corporation formed under
t he busi ness corporation |law. The certificate of incorporation of the
corporation nmay thereafter be amended or changed in any respect as
permtted, and in the nmanner authorized, by said | aw

(b) No further action by the incorporator shall be required for the



organi zati on of the corporation. The by-laws adopted in accordance wth
subdi vision three of this section shall be the by-laws of the
corporation and, for all purposes of the business corporation |aw, shal
be deenmed by-|laws adopted by the sharehol ders of the corporation. The
directors of the joint-stock association in office at the tinme of

i ncorporation shall continue to hold office as directors of the
corporation for their respective terns in accordance with the by-I| aws
and the provisions of article seven of the business corporation |aw.

(c) Subject to the provisions of subdivision five of this section, the
initial capital, capital surplus and earned surplus of the corporation
shall be the capital, capital surplus and earned surplus, respectively,
of the joint-stock association as existing at the tine of incorporation,
provided that prior to the declaration by the board of directors of the
first dividend after incorporation, the board may determ ne the anount
of the corporation's earned surplus as provided in subparagraph one (A
of paragraph (a) of section five hundred seventeen of the business
corporation law in respect of corporations fornmed before the effective
date of said law, and such determ nation if made in good faith shall be
concl usi ve.

(d) Al property, real and personal, of the joint-stock association,

i ncluding real property held in the name of the president, as such
presi dent, subscriptions to shares, causes of action, licenses, permts
and every other asset of the joint-stock association shall vest in the
corporation without further act or deed.

(e) No liability or obligation due or to becone due, claimor denand
for any cause existing against the joint-stock association, or any
stockhol der, officer or director thereof shall be released or inpaired
by such incorporation. The corporation shall assunme and be |iable for
all the liabilities, obligations and penalties of the joint-stock
associ ation without further act or instrunent, and an action or
proceedi ng nay be maintai ned thereon against the corporation in |ieu of
an action or proceedi ng agai nst an officer of the joint-stock
associ ation under article three of this chapter.

(f) No action or proceeding, whether civil or crimnal, then pending
by or against the joint-stock association, or any stockhol der, officer
or director thereof, shall abate or be discontinued by such
i ncorporation, but may be enforced, prosecuted, settled or conprom sed



as if such incorporation had not occurred, or the corporation may be
substituted in any such action or proceedi ng brought pursuant to article
three of this chapter by or against an officer of the joint-stock
associ ation, in place of such officer.

(g) The personal liability, if any, of any stockhol der of the
j oi nt-stock associ ation, as such stockhol der, existing at the tine of
i ncorporation shall not thereby be extinguished but shall remain
personal to such stockhol der and shall not becone the liability of any
ot her sharehol der of the corporation or of any subsequent transferee of
any share of the corporation, and an action or proceedi ng nay be
mai nt ai ned t hereon agai nst such stockhol der in accordance with the
provi sions of article three of this chapter, provided that such an
action or proceeding could have been maintai ned under said article three
if the incorporation of the joint-stock association had not occurred,
treating the corporation as an officer of the joint-stock association
for such purpose.

7. After the filing of the certificate of incorporation by the
departnment of state pursuant to this section, the corporation shal
cause a copy of the certificate of incorporation, certified by the
departnment of state, to be filed in the office of the official who is
the recording officer of each county in this state in which rea
property of the joint-stock association is |ocated.

8. The provisions of section ninety-six of the executive |aw
prescribing the fee to be collected by the departnent of state for
filing a certificate of incorporation under the business corporation |aw
shall apply to the certificate of incorporation to be filed pursuant to
this section.

8§ 8. Proceeding to nortgage, |ease or sell real estate. \Wenever any
uni ncor porated association is required by law to nmake application to the
court for leave to nortgage, lease or sell its real estate, the
proceedi ng therefor shall be had as prescribed for corporations in
article five of the general corporation |aw.



8 9. Receiver of joint-stock association. Section ten of this
chapter and sections one hundred fifty and one hundred thirty-six of the
general corporation |law apply to an action or a special proceeding,
agai nst a joint-stock association created by or under the | aws of the
state, or a trustee, director, or other officer thereof; or against a
j oi nt-stock association created by or under the | aws of another state,
governnment, or country, or a trustee, director, or other officer
t hereof, where the association does business within the state, or has,
within the state, a business agency or a fiscal agency, or an agency for
the transfer of its stock.

8§ 10. Injunction against joint-stock association. An injunction
order, suspending the general and ordinary business of a joint-stock
associ ation, consisting of seven or nore persons, or suspending from
office, or restraining fromthe performance of his duties, a trustee,
director, or other officer thereof, can be granted only by the court,
upon notice of the application therefor, to the proper officer of the
association, or to the trustee, director, or other officer enjoined. |If
such an injunction order is made, otherw se than as prescribed in this
section, it is void.

8§ 11. M snomer of party not available. \Where an action, authorized
by a law of the state, is brought against one or nore persons, as
st ockhol ders of a joint-stock association, an objection to any of the
proceedi ngs cannot be taken, by a person properly nmade a defendant in
the action, on the ground that the plaintiff has joined with him as a
defendant in the action, a person, whose nane appears on the stock-books
of the association, as a stockhol der thereof, by the name so appeari ng;
but who is m snaned, or dead, or is not |liable for any cause. 1In such a
case, the court may, at any tine before final judgnent, upon notion of
either party, anmend the pleadi ngs and ot her papers, w thout prejudice to
t he previous proceedi ngs, by substituting the true nane of the person
i ntended, or by striking out the nane of the person who is dead, or not
liable, and, in a proper case, inserting the name of his representative



or successor.

ARTI CLE 3
ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG BY OR AGAI NST
UNI NCORPORATED ASSCCI ATl ONS
Section 12. Action or proceedi ng by unincorporated association.

13. Action or proceedi ng agai nst uni ncor porated associ ation.
14. \When action not to abate.
15. Effect of judgnent; excecution thereupon.
16. Subsequent action agai nst nenbers.
17. Article perm ssive; effect upon statute of limtations.

§ 12. Action or proceeding by unincorporated association. An action
or special proceeding may be nmi ntai ned, by the president or treasurer
of an uni ncorporated association to recover any property, or upon any
cause of action, for or upon which all the associates nay nmintain such
an action or special proceeding, by reason of their interest or
ownership therein, either jointly or in common. An action may |ikew se
be mai ntai ned by such president or treasurer to recover fromone or nore
menbers of such association his or their proportionate share of any
noneys | awful |y expended by such association for the benefit of such
associates, or to enforce any |awful claimof such association agai nst
such nenber or nenbers.

8§ 13. Action or proceedi ng agai nst uni ncorporated association. An
action or special proceeding nmay be nmintai ned, agai nst the president or
treasurer of such an association, to recover any property, or upon any
cause of action, for or upon which the plaintiff may maintain such an
action or special proceeding, against all the associates, by reason of
their interest or ownership, or claimof ownership therein, either
jointly or in common, or their liability therefor, either jointly or
severally. Any partnership, or other conmpany of persons, which has a
presi dent or treasurer, is deemed an association within the neaning of
this section.



The service of sunmons, subpoena or other |egal process of any court
upon the president, vice president, treasurer, assistant treasurer,
secretary, assistant secretary, or business agent, in his capacity as
such, shall constitute service upon a | abor organi zation. Such service
shall be made on such individuals in the manner provided by |aw for the
service of a summons on a natural person

8§ 14. Wen action not to abate. The death or legal incapacity of a
menber of the association does not affect an action or special
proceedi ng, brought as prescribed in the last two sections. |If the
of ficer, by or against whomit is brought, dies, is renoved, resigns, or
becones ot herwi se incapacitated, during the pendency thereof, the court
nmust make an order, directing it to be continued by or against his
successor in office, or any other officer, by or against whomit m ght
have been originally comenced.

§ 15. FEffect of judgnment; execution thereupon. |In such an action,
the officer against whomit is brought cannot be arrested; and a
j udgnment agai nst hi m does not authorize an execution to be issued
agai nst his property, or his person; nor does the docketing thereof bind
his real property, or chattels real. Were such a judgnent is for a sum
of noney, an execution issued thereupon nmust require the sheriff to
satisfy the sane, out of any personal or real property belonging to the
associ ation, or owned, jointly or in common, by all the nenbers thereof.

8§ 16. Subsequent action against menbers. \Where an action has been
brought agai nst an officer, or a counterclai mhas been nade, in an
action brought by an officer, as prescribed in this article, another
action, for the same cause, shall not be brought against the nenbers of
t he association, or any of them wuntil after final judgnment in the first
action, and the return, wholly or partly unsatisfied or unexecuted, of
an execution issued thereupon. After such a return, the party in whose
favor the execution was issued, nay nmaintain an action, as follows:



1. Were he was the plaintiff, or a defendant recovering upon a
counterclaim he may maintain an action agai nst the nenbers of the
association, or, in a proper case, against any of them as if the first
action had not been brought, or the counterclaimhad not been made, as
the case requires; and he may recover therein, as part of his damages,
the costs of the first action, or so nmuch thereof, as the sum collected
by virtue of the execution, was insufficient to satisfy.

2. \Were he was a defendant, and the case is not w thin subdivision
first of this section, he may namintain an action, to recover the sum
remai ni ng uncol | ected, agai nst the persons who conposed the associ ati on,
when the action agai nst himwas commenced, or the survivors of them

But this section does not affect the right of the person, in whose
favor the judgnment in the first action was rendered, to enforce a bond
or undertaking, given in the course of the proceedings therein. Section
el even of this chapter applies to an action brought, as prescribed in
this section against the nmenbers of any association, which keeps a book
for the entry of changes in the nenbership of the association, or the
ownership of its property; and to each book so kept.

§ 17. Article perm ssive; effect upon statute of limtations. This
article does not prevent an action from bei ng brought by or against al
t he nenbers of an association, except as prescribed in the | ast section.
Where an action is brought against the nenbers of the association, as
prescribed in subdivision first of the last section, the tine between
t he conmencenent of the action by or against the officer, and the return
of the first execution issued upon the final judgnent rendered therein,
is not a part of the tinme [imted by law, for the commencenent of the
second action.

ARTI CLE 4
CERTI FI CATE OF DESI GNATI ON BY ASSOCI ATI ONS DA NG BUSI NESS
WTH N TH S STATE



Section 18. Desi gnati on of secretary of state as an agent for service
of process.
18-a. Electronic service of process.
19. Servi ce of process.
19-a. Records and certificates of departnent of state.

§ 18. Designation of secretary of state as an agent for service of
process. 1. The term "association," as used in this article, is defined
in section two, subdivision four, of this chapter.

2. Every association doing business within this state shall file in
the departnent of state a certificate in its associate nanme, signed and
acknow edged by its president, or a vice-president, or secretary, or
treasurer, or managi ng director, or trustee, designating the secretary
of state as an agent upon whom process in any action or proceeding
agai nst the association may be served within this state, and setting
forth an address to which the secretary of state shall mail a copy of
any process agai nst the association which may be served upon himor her
pursuant to |law. The association nmay include an email address to which
the secretary of state shall enmail a notice of the fact that process
against it has been electronically served upon himor her. Annexed to
the certificate of designation shall be a statenment, executed in the
same nmanner as the certificate is required to be executed under this
section, which shall set forth:

(a) the nanes and places of residence of its officers and trustees

(b) its principal place of business

(c) the place where its office within this state is |located and if
such place be in a city, the location thereof by street and number or
ot her particul ar description.

3. Any association, fromtine to tinme, may change the address to which
the secretary of state is directed to nmail copies of process or specify,
change or delete the email address to which the secretary of state shal
email a notice of the fact that process agai nst the association has been
el ectronically served upon himor her, by filing a statenent to that
ef fect, executed, signed and acknow edged in |i ke manner as a



certificate of designation as herein provided.

4. Any associ ation doing business within this state w thout having
filed the certificate of designation prescribed by this section shal
not mai ntain any action or special proceeding in this state unless and
until such association has filed the certificate of designation
prescribed by this section and it has paid to the state all fees,
penal ti es and franchi se taxes for the years or parts thereof during
which it did business in this state without having filed the certificate
of designation prescribed by this section. This prohibition shall apply
to any successor in interest of such association. The failure of an
association to file the certificate of designation prescribed by this
section shall not inpair the validity of any contract or act of the
association or the right of any other party to the contract to maintain
any action or special proceeding thereon, and shall not prevent the
associ ation from defendi ng any action or special proceeding in this
state.

8§ 18-a. Electronic service of process. The secretary of state shal
advi se any association subject to the laws of this chapter in prom nent
witten formas follows: (a) electronic service of process authorized by
the provisions of this chapter is an optional programat no additi onal
cost to the user; (b) any association subject to the laws of this
chapter will continue to receive service of process by mail unless such
association notifies the secretary of an affirmative choice to receive
service of process by way of the programthrough electronic nmeans, in

whi ch case digital copies will be made accessi bl e but paper docunents
will not be mailed; and (c) such choice may be reversed by the
association at any tine and, thereafter, service by mail will resune.

* 8§ 19. Service of process. Service of process against an association
upon the secretary of state shall be nmade in the manner provided by
subdi vi sion one or two of this section. Either option of service
aut hori zed pursuant to this section shall be available at no extra cost
to the consuner. (1) Personally delivering to and | eaving with him or



her or with a person authorized by the secretary of state to receive
such service, duplicate copies of such process at the office of the
departnment of state in the city of Al bany. At the tine of such service
the plaintiff shall pay a fee of forty dollars to the secretary of state
whi ch shall be a taxabl e disbursenent. The secretary of state shal
pronptly send by certified mail one of such copies to the association at
the address fixed for that purpose, as herein provided. (2)
El ectronically submtting a copy of the process to the departnent of
state together with the statutory fee, which fee shall be a taxable
di sbursenent, through an el ectronic system operated by the departnent of
state, provided the association has an enmail address on file in the
departnment of state to which the secretary of state shall email a notice
of the fact that process has been served electronically on the secretary
of state. Service of process on such association shall be conpl ete when
the secretary of state has reviewed and accepted service of such
process. The secretary of state shall pronptly send a notice of the fact
t hat process agai nst such associati on has been served el ectronically
upon himor her, to such association at the email address on file in the
departnment of state, specified for the purpose and shall make a copy of
the process available to such association. If the action or proceeding
is instituted in a court of limted jurisdiction, service of process my
be made in the manner provided in this section if the cause of action
arose within the territorial jurisdiction of the court and the office of
the defendant, as set forth in its statenent filed pursuant to section
ei ghteen of this chapter, is within such territorial jurisdiction.

* NB Effective until February 24, 2027

* § 19. Service of process. Service of process against an association
upon the secretary of state shall be nade in the manner provided by
subdi vi sion one, two or three of this section. Each option of service
aut hori zed pursuant to this section shall be available at no extra cost
to the consuner

1. Personally delivering to and leaving with the secretary of state or
with a person authorized by the secretary of state to receive such
service, duplicate copies of such process at the office of the
departnment of state in the city of Al bany. At the tine of such service
the plaintiff shall pay a fee of forty dollars to the secretary of state



whi ch shall be a taxabl e disbursenent. The secretary of state shal
pronptly send by certified mail one of such copies to the association at
the address fixed for that purpose, as herein provided.

2. Electronically submitting a copy of the process to the departnent
of state together with the statutory fee, which fee shall be a taxable
di sbursenent, through an el ectronic system operated by the departnent of
state, provided the association has an enmail address on file in the
departnment of state to which the secretary of state shall email a notice
of the fact that process has been served electronically on the secretary
of state. Service of process on such association shall be conpl ete when
the secretary of state has reviewed and accepted service of such
process. The secretary of state shall pronptly send a notice of the fact
t hat process agai nst such associati on has been served el ectronically
upon the secretary of state, to such association at the enail address on
file in the departnent of state, specified for the purpose and shal
make a copy of the process available to such association. If the action
or proceeding is instituted in a court of limted jurisdiction, service
of process may be made in the manner provided in this section if the
cause of action arose within the territorial jurisdiction of the court
and the office of the defendant, as set forth in its statement filed
pursuant to section eighteen of this chapter, is within such territoria
jurisdiction.

3. Provided process is served by or on behalf of the state or a city,
town, village or other political subdivision of the state, by
el ectronically submtting a copy of the process to the departnent of
state, through an el ectronic systemoperated by and with capabilities
determ ned by the departnment of state, together with the statutory fee,
if required, which fee shall be a taxable disbursenent. Service of
process on such association shall be conplete when the secretary of
state has reviewed and accepted service of such process. The secretary
of state shall pronptly either: (a) send a copy of such process by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to such association, at the
post office address, on file in the departnent of state, specified for
t he purpose; or (b) enmmil a notice of the fact that process agai nst the
associ ati on has been served electronically on the secretary of state to



the emai|l address on file in the departnent of state, specified for the
pur pose and shall nake a copy of the process avail able to such
associ ation.

* NB Effective February 24, 2027

8§ 19-a. Records and certificates of departnment of state. The
department of state shall keep a record of each process served upon the
secretary of state under this chapter, including the date of service. It
shal |, upon request made within ten years of such service, issue a
certificate under its seal certifying as to the receipt of the process
by an authorized person, the date and the place of such service and the
recei pt of the statutory fee. Process served upon the secretary of state
under this chapter shall be destroyed by himafter a period of ten years
from such service.

ARTI CLE 5
LAWS REPEALED; WHEN TO TAKE EFFECT
Section 20. Laws repeal ed.
21. Wen to take effect.

8§ 20. Laws repealed. O the |aws enunerated in the schedule hereto
annexed, that portion specified in the last colum is hereby repeal ed.

8§ 21. Wen to take effect. This chapter shall take effect
i medi ately.



