§ 580-102. Definitions. In this article:

(1) "Child" nmeans an individual, whether over or under the age of
majority, who is or is alleged to be owed a duty of support by the
i ndividual's parent or who is or is alleged to be the beneficiary of a
support order directed to the parent.

(2) "Child support order"” means a support order for a child, including
a child who has attained the age of nmgjority under the |aw of the
i ssuing state or foreign country.

(3) "Convention" nmeans the Convention on the International Recovery of
Child Support and Other Forns of Fam |y Mintenance, concluded at The
Hague on Novenber twenty-third, two thousand seven

(4) "Duty of support"™ means an obligation inposed or inposable by |aw
to provide support for a child, spouse, or forner spouse, including an
unsati sfied obligation to provide support.

(5) "Foreign country" means a country, including a political
subdi vi sion thereof, other than the United States, that authorizes the
i ssuance of support orders and:

(i) which has been declared under the |aw of the United States to be a
foreign reciprocating country;

(ii) which has established a reciprocal arrangenent for child support
with this state as provided in section 580-308 of this article;

(iii) which has enacted a | aw or established procedures for the
I ssuance and enforcenent of support orders which are substantially
simlar to the procedures under this article; or

(iv) in which the Convention is in force with respect to the United
St at es.

(6) "Foreign support order" means a support order of a foreign
tri bunal

(7) "Foreign tribunal" neans a court, adm nistrative agency or
quasi-judicial entity of a foreign country which is authorized to
establish, enforce or nodify support orders, or to determ ne parentage
of a child. The termincludes a conpetent authority under the
Conventi on.

(8) "Hone state" nmeans the state or foreign country in which a child
lived with a parent or a person acting as parent for at |east six
consecutive nonths imediately preceding the tine of filing of a
petition or conparable pleading for support and, if a child is | ess than



six nmonths old, the state or foreign country in which the child lived
frombirth with any of them A period of tenporary absence of any of
themis counted as part of the six-nonth or other period.

(9) "Incone" includes earnings or other periodic entitlenents to noney
from any source and any other property subject to w thhol ding for
support as defined by section five thousand two hundred forty-one of the
civil practice law and rul es.

(10) "Inconme w thholding order” nmeans an order or other |egal process
directed to an obligor's enployer, an inconme payor as defined by section
five thousand two hundred forty-one or five thousand two hundred
forty-two of the civil practice |aw and rules, or other debtor to
wi t hhol d support fromthe income of the obligor.

(11) "Initiating tribunal”™ neans the tribunal of a state or foreign
country fromwhich a petition or conparable pleading is forwarded or in
which a petition or conparable pleading is filed for forwarding to
anot her state or foreign country.

(12) "lssuing foreign country" nmeans the foreign country in which a
tribunal issues a support order or a judgnent determ ning parentage of a
child.

(13) "lssuing state" nmeans the state in which a tribunal issues a
support order or a judgnent determ ning parentage of a child.

(14) "lssuing tribunal™ means the tribunal of a state or foreign
country that issues a support order or a judgnent determ ning parentage
of a child.

(15) "Law' includes decisional and statutory |law and rul es and
regul ati ons having the force of |aw.

(16) "Cbligee" neans:

(i) an individual to whoma duty of support is or is alleged to be
owed or in whose favor a support order or a judgnment determ ning
parentage of a child has been i ssued;

(ii) a foreign country, state or political subdivision of a state to
which the rights under a duty of support or support order have been
assi gned or which has i ndependent clains based on financial assistance
provi ded to an individual obligee in place of child support;

(iii) an individual seeking a judgnent determ ning parentage of the
i ndi vidual's child; or

(iv) a person that is a creditor in a proceedi ng under part seven of



this article.

(17) "Qbligor"™ means an individual, or the estate of a decedent that:

(i) owes or is alleged to owe a duty of support;

(ii) is alleged but has not been adjudicated to be a parent of a
chi |l d;

(iii) is Iiable under a support order; or

(iv) is a debtor in a proceeding under part seven of this article.

(18) "Qutside this state" nmeans a location in another state or a
country other than the United States, whether or not the country is a
foreign country.

(19) "Person" neans an individual, corporation, business trust,
estate, trust, partnership, limted liability conpany, association,
joint venture, public corporation, government or governnental
subdi vi si on, agency or instrunmentality, or any other |egal or commerci al
entity.

(20) "Record" neans information that is inscribed on a tangi ble nmedi um
or that is stored in an electronic or other mediumand is retrievable in
percei vabl e form

(21) "Register” neans to file in a tribunal of this state a support
order or judgnment determi ning parentage of a child issued in another
state or a foreign country.

(22) "Registering tribunal” nmeans a tribunal in which a support order
or judgnment determ ning parentage of a child is registered.

(23) "Responding state" means a state in which a petition or
conpar abl e pl eadi ng for support or to determ ne parentage of a child is
filed or to which a petition or conparable pleading is forwarded for
filing fromanother state or a foreign country.

(24) "Responding tribunal” neans the authorized tribunal in a
respondi ng state or foreign country.

(25) "Spousal -support order" neans a support order for a spouse or
former spouse of the obligor.

(26) "State" nmeans a state of the United States, the District of
Col unmbi a, Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin |Islands, or any
territory or insular possession under the jurisdiction of the United
States. The termincludes an Indian nation or tribe.

(27) "Support enforcenent agency" neans a public official,
governnmental entity or private agency authorized to:



(i) seek enforcenent of support orders or laws relating to the duty of
support;

(ii1) seek establishnment or nodification of child support;

(iii) request determ nation of parentage of a child;

(iv) attenpt to |ocate obligors or their assets; or

(v) request determ nation of the controlling child support order.

(28) "Support order" nmeans a judgnent, decree, order, decision or
directive, whether tenporary, final or subject to nodification, issued
in a state or foreign country for the benefit of a child, a spouse or a
former spouse, which provides for nonetary support, health care,
arrearages, retroactive support or reinbursenent for financial
assi stance provided to an individual obligee in place of child support.
The termmay include related costs and fees, interest, incone
wi t hhol di ng, autonmatic adjustnment, reasonable attorney's fees and ot her
relief.

(29) "Tribunal" neans a court, admnistrative agency, or
quasi-judicial entity authorized to establish, enforce, or nodify
support orders or to determ ne parentage of a child.



