8§ 439-a. Expedited process. (a) Wen used in this section, expedited
process means a process in effect in the famly court which reduces the
processing tine of support order establishnent and enforcenent efforts
fromthe date of successful service of process on the respondent to the
date on which a support obligation or enforcenent order is entered, the
petition is voluntarily withdrawn or the petition is dismssed on the
nmerits or for lack of jurisdiction of the respondent, by the referral of
proceedi ngs to heari ng exam ners appointed and qualified under section
four hundred thirty-nine of this article and exercising the powers set
forth in such section

(b) The chief adm nistrator shall assign a sufficient nunber of
support magi strates to ensure that such expedited process shall conform
to the requirenments of such case processing as set forth in federa
statutes and regul ati ons pronul gated by the federal secretary of health
and human servi ces.

(c) The use of an expedited process shall be required (i) in any
county whi ch has a popul ation of four hundred thousand or nore or which
is wholly within a city and (ii) in any county which has a popul ati on of
| ess than four hundred thousand and for which the state has not been
granted an exenption fromthe federal expedited process required by
federal statutes and regul ations of the federal secretary of health and
human servi ces.

(d) The chief adm nistrator of the courts may request of the state
commi ssi oner of social services that an exenption fromuse of an
expedi ted process as required by this section and section four hundred
thirty-nine of this article in counties which are not wholly within a
city and which have a popul ation of |ess than four hundred thousand be
applied for fromthe federal secretary of health and human services
pursuant to federal statutes and regul ations providing for waivers from
the federal expedited process requirenents. The chief adm nistrator of
the courts shall, upon maeking such a request, provide such information
in the possession of the office of court adm nistration which supports
an exenption fromuse of an expedited process to the state comm ssioner
of social services. Upon receipt of such a request fromthe chief
adm ni strator of the courts, the state conm ssioner of social services
wi th the approval of the |ocal conm ssioner of social services may apply
to the federal secretary of health and hunman services for exenption from



use of an expedited process. If application for such exenption is nade,
the state comm ssioner of social services shall, pronptly upon receiving
notification fromthe federal departnent of health and hunman servi ces,
informthe chief adm nistrator of the courts and the |ocal conm ssioners
of social services of the granting or denial of any such application.



