8§ 415. Duties to support recipient of public assistance or welfare and
patients in institutions in the departnent of nental hygi ene. Except as
ot herwi se provided by |law, the spouse or parent of a recipient of public
assi stance or care or of a person |iable to becone in need thereof or of
a patient in an institution in the departnent of nental hygiene, if of
sufficient ability, is responsible for the support of such person or
patient, provided that a parent shall be responsible only for the
support of his child or children who have not attained the age of
twenty-one years. In its discretion, the court may require any such
person to contribute a fair and reasonable sumfor the support of such
rel ative and nay apportion the costs of such support anong such persons
as nmay be just and appropriate in view of the needs of the petitioner
and the other circunstances of the case and their respective neans.

St ep-parents shall in |ike nmanner be responsible for the support of
chil dren under the age of twenty-one years.



