§ 251. Medical exam nations. (a) After the filing of a petition under
this act over which the fam |y court appears to have jurisdiction, the
court may order any person within its jurisdiction and the parent or
ot her person legally responsible for the care of any child within its
jurisdiction to be exam ned by a physician, psychiatrist or psychol ogi st
appoi nted or designated for that purpose by the court when such an
exam nation will serve the purposes of this act, the court may renand
any such person for physical or psychiatric exam nation to, or direct
such person to appear for such exam nation at:

(1) the departnent of health of the city of New York, if the court is
| ocated in a county within the city of New York, or

(2) a hospital maintained by the county in which the court is |ocated,
if the court is in a county outside the city of New York, or

(3) a hospital maintained by the state of New York, or

(4) a qualified private institution approved for such purpose by the
| ocal social services departnent.

Provi ded, however, that, outside of the city of New York, if the court
shal|l order a psychiatric exam nation of any such person, the court may
direct the director of an institution in the departnment of nental
hygi ene serving the institutional district in which the court is |ocated
to cause such exam nation to be made. Such director shall be afforded an
opportunity to be heard before the court nakes any such direction. The
director may designate a nenber of the staff of the institution or any
psychiatrist in the state to make the exami nation. The psychiatri st
shall forthwith exam ne such person. The exam nation nmay be nade in the
pl ace where the person may be or the court may remand such person to, or
ot herwi se direct that such person appear at, such institution or to a
hospital or other place for such exam nation. During the tine such
person is at such institution for exam nation, the director my
adm ni ster or cause to be adm nistered to such person such psychiatric,
nmedi cal or other therapeutic treatnment as in the director's discretion
shoul d be adm ni stered. The chief adm nistrator of the courts shal
prescri be the formof an order for exam nation. Upon conpletion of the
exam nation, the director shall transmt to the court the report of the
psychi atri st who conducted the exam nati on.

(b) Except for exam nations conducted pursuant to section 322.1 of



this act where the famly court determ nes that an inpatient exam nation
I s necessary, or those ordered after a fact-finding hearing has been
conpl eted under article three or seven of this act and the court

determ nes according to the criteria in subdivision three of section
320.5 or subdivision (a) of section seven hundred thirty-nine of this
act that the child should be detai ned pendi ng disposition, or unless

ot herwi se consented to by the adult to be exam ned or by the attorney
representing the respondent, all exam nations pursuant to this section
shal | be conducted on an outpatient basis. An order for renmand after a
fact-finding hearing under article three or seven of this act shal

i nclude findings on the record supporting the need for exam nation in a
residential facility and a determnation that it is the nost appropriate
facility. Remands for exam nations shall be for a period determ ned by
the facility, which shall not exceed thirty days, except that, upon
notion by the person detained on its own notion, the court nmay, for good
cause shown, termnate the remand at any tine.

(c) Nothing in this section shall preclude the issuance of an order by
the fam |y court pursuant to section 9.43 of the nmental hygiene | aw for
energency adm ssion for inmediate care, observation and treatnent of a
person before the court or pursuant to section twenty-one hundred twenty
of the public health law for commtnent for care and mai nt enance of a
person before the court.



