§ 1027-a. Placenent of siblings; contact with siblings. (a) Wen a
soci al services official renoves a child pursuant to this part, such
official shall place such child with his or her mnor siblings or
hal f - si bl i ngs who have been or are being remanded to or placed in the
care and custody of such official unless, in the judgnment of such
official, such placenment is contrary to the best interests of the
children. Placenment with siblings or half-siblings shall be
presunptively in the child s best interests unless such placenment woul d
be contrary to the child' s health, safety, or welfare. If such pl acenent
is not imMmediately available at the tinme of the renoval of the child,
such official shall provide or arrange for the provision of such
pl acement within thirty days.

(b) 1If placenent of a child renoved pursuant to this part together
with his or her mnor siblings is not in the best interests of the
child, the social services official shall arrange appropriate and
regul ar contact by the child with his or her mnor siblings and
hal f - si bl i ngs unl ess such contact would not be in the child s and the
siblings' best interests.

(c) If achild renoved pursuant to this part is not placed together or
af forded regular contact with his or her siblings, the child, through
his or her attorney or through a parent on his or her behal f, nay nove
for an order regardi ng placenent or contact. The notion shall be served
upon: (i) the respondent in the proceeding under this article; (ii) the
| ocal social services official having the care of the child; (iii) other
persons having care, custody and control of the child, if any; (iv) the
parents or other persons having care, custody and control of the
siblings to be visited or with whom contact is sought; (v) any
non-respondent parent in the proceeding under this article; (vi) such
sibling hinself or herself if ten years of age or older; and (vii) such
sibling's attorney, if any. For purposes of this section, "siblings"
shal |l include half-siblings and those who woul d be deened siblings or
hal f-si blings but for the term nation of parental rights or death of a
parent. The court may order that the child be placed together with or
have regul ar contact with his or her siblings if the court determnes it
to be in the best interests of the child and his or her siblings.



