8§ 961-a. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature hereby finds
that the tidal waters |ocated between the southern shore of Long Island
and the coastal barrier beaches constitute a nmaritime region of
statew de i nportance, referred to as the South Shore Estuary.

The legislature finds that within the South Shore Estuary and the
associ ated | ands and wat er bodi es that discharge into or affect the
Sout h Shore Estuary, that the federal, state and | ocal governnments own
and manage significant interdependent properties in the form of parks,
preserves, historic sites, open space and underwater |ands, which help
to sustain biological productivity and diversity, economc viability and
recreati onal enjoynent.

The legislature also finds that the South Shore Estuary System
cont ai ns and supports many unique narine habitats and locally
significant popul ations and a diversity of rare, threatened and
endanger ed species of plants and aninals and the protection of their
habitats is in the best interest of the people of New York.

The |l egislature further finds that the South Shore Estuary system
contai ns nunmerous streans that flow into the bays; freshwater and tidal
wet | ands that serve as a breedi ng ground, source of primary production
for the food chain and a natural filter nedia;, and productive clam
fisheries that are nutually supportive and ultimately dependent upon the
mai nt enance of the hydrol ogic and ecologic integrity of the region.

The |l egislature, in addition, finds that the South Shore Estuary is of
t remendous econom ¢ and social inportance to the state, containing the
| argest concentration of recreational and conmerci al vessels, narinas
and ot her water dependent businesses, supporting hundreds of baynmen wth
a livelihood harvesting clans, finfish and other marine organi sns and
provi ding recreation opportunities to mllions of residents and tourists
each year

The legislature finds that there is a multitude of governnental
entities and agencies that share responsibility for the regul ation,
managenent, and protection of the Estuary and its resources and which



govern private and public land use and activities; and despite existing
prograns, the water quality and productivity of the South Shore Estuary
have declined due to the intensity and variety of land uses in a highly
devel oped suburban setting which produce point and nonpoi nt source of
pol | uti on.

The legislature finds that this region, in which there are private and
public water and | and uses whi ch depend upon the health and productivity
of the South Shore Estuary, could better be protected and nanaged
t hrough t he devel opnent of a conprehensi ve nanagenent plan.

Therefore, the legislature finds that the purpose of this article is
to provide a neans for public and private interests to act collectively
and pool resources and expertise to: integrate and coordi nate existing
prograns and studies; identify and nake reconmendations to mtigate
pol | ution sources in order to maintain or enhance water quality,
maxi m ze natural productivity and inprove nanagenent of shellfish
harvest areas to insure economc viability and m nim ze health risk;
make reconmendati ons on policies designed to bal ance the preservation of
nat ural resources while providi ng adequate access and use of resources
for the public as well as stability for water dependent busi nesses and
tourism make recommendati ons on nethods to protect the val ue of
exi sting public and private investnent that has already been made in the
region; and provide direction for state and | ocal governnents to
protect, preserve and properly nanage the uni que natural resources of
the South Shore estuary for the benefit of existing and future
generati ons.

However, it is not the legislature's intent for this article or the
managenent plan created pursuant to this article to be construed to
require or to be used as a basis for requiring a cunul ative anal ysis or
a generic environnmental inpact statenent pursuant to article eight of
the environnmental conservation |law from any applicant, owner of
property, the state, its political subdivision or any agenci es thereof
as a precondition for the approval of any proposed devel opnent, action
or alteration of the sane proposed to be undertaken within the
geographi c area designated as the Long |Island South Shore Estuary



Reserve, unless otherw se required by |aw.



