8§ 958. Lyne and tick-borne di seases working group. 1. There is hereby
created in the executive departnment a Lynme and tick-borne di seases
wor ki ng group consi sting of the:

(a) commi ssioner of health;

(b) comm ssioner of the office of nental health;

(c) commi ssioner of environnental conservation;

(d) superintendent of financial services, who shall serve ex officio
and who may designate representatives to act on their behal f; and

(e) six additional nmenbers to be appointed by the governor.

2. The governor shall al so appoint eight nmenbers to the working group
on the recommendati on of the legislative | eaders as foll ows:

(a) the tenporary president of the senate shall recomend three
menbers;

(b) the speaker of the assenbly shall recommend three nenbers;

(c) the minority |eader of the senate shall recommend one nenber; and

(d) the minority |leader of the assenbly shall recommend one nenber

3. Menbers appointed to the working group shall include, but not be
limted to, at | east one of each of the foll ow ng, each of whom nust
have experience working with issues related to Lyne and tick-borne
di seases:

(a) an infectious disease specialist;

(b) a general practitioner;

(c) a nental health practitioner;

(d) an entonol ogi st ;

(e) an epidem ol ogi st ;

(f) a representative of health insurance providers; and

(g) a representative of a tick-borne disease advocacy organi zati on.

4. The comm ssioner of health shall serve, ex officio, as the chair of
t he wor ki ng group, and the governor shall designate the vice chair of
t he worki ng group. In appointing nmenbers of the working group,
appointing authorities shall ensure that such nmenbers, as a group,
represent diverse scientific perspectives relevant to the duties of the
wor ki ng group. The menbers of the working group, except those who serve
ex officio, shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses



incurred in the perfornmance of their duties under this article but shal
recei ve no additional conpensation for services rendered pursuant to
this article.

5. The working group, on call of the chair, shall neet at |east tw ce
each year and at such other tines as may be necessary. The working group
may establish quorumrequirenents and ot her rul es and procedures
regardi ng conduct of its neetings and other affairs.

6. The working group shall have the followi ng powers and
responsibilities:

(a) review current best practices for the diagnosis, treatnent and
prevention of Lynme and tick-borne diseases, as well as any reports or
recommendations fromthe twenty-first century workgroup for disease
el imnation and reduction, pursuant to section two hundred sixty-six of
the public health | aw,

(b) provide reconmendations including, but not limted to:

(i) inprovenents to the delivery of care for patients and suspected
patients of Lyme and tick-borne diseases, particularly those from
endenmi c areas of the state;

(ii) collaborations anmong county departnents of health to pronote
effective strategies to conbat Lyme and tick-borne di seases, including
best practices for prevention and reporting;

(iii) interagency collaborations to streamine state efforts to conbat
the spread of Lyme and tick-borne di seases;

(iv) identifying opportunities to collaborate with the federal
governnment, non-profit entities, or private organizations on projects
addr essi ng these di seases;

(v) data collection and reporting requirenments of Lynme and tick-borne
di sease, including but not Iimted to, those for healthcare providers;
and

(vi) any other regulations or guidelines concerning Lynme and
tick-borne di seases; and

(c) prepare and issue a report on the working group's findings and
reconmendati ons by May first, two thousand twenty-three to the governor,
the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly.



7. If any appointnments to the working group are not rmade by April
fifteenth, two thousand ni neteen, then the working group may proceed to
nmeet and fulfill its responsibilities, pursuant to paragraphs two and
three of this section, wthout such appoi ntees.



