8§ 915. Optional |ocal government waterfront revitalization prograns
for coastal areas and inland waterways. 1. It is the intention of this
article to offer the fullest possible support by the state and its
agencies to those | ocal governnents that desire to revitalize their
wat erfronts. Accordingly, any |ocal governnment or two or nore |ocal
governnments acting jointly which has any portion of its jurisdiction
contiguous to the state's coastal waters or inland waterways and which
desires to participate nay submt a waterfront revitalization programto
the secretary as herein provided.

2. The secretary may provide technical and financial assistance as
provi ded in sections nine hundred seventeen and nine hundred ei ghteen to
any | ocal governnment for the preparation of a waterfront revitalization
program for the purposes of this article.

3. Alocal governnent or two or nore |ocal governnments acting jointly
which intends to submt a waterfront revitalization programfor the
pur poses of this article is strongly encouraged to consult, during its
preparation, with other entities that may be affected by its program
i ncludi ng | ocal governnents, county and regi onal agencies, appropriate
port authorities, conmunity based groups and state and federal agenci es.
On request by the local governnent, the secretary shall take appropriate
action to facilitate such consultation.

4. The secretary shall prepare and distribute guidelines and
regul ations for |ocal governnments desiring to prepare, or cause to be
prepared, a waterfront revitalization program (hereinafter referred to
as the "progrant). Such guidelines shall provide that the programw I |
be consistent with the policies and purposes of this article generally
and shall include, but not be limted to:

a. Boundaries of the waterfront area;

b. An inventory of natural and historic resources of the waterfront
area to be protected,

c. A statenent of the goals and objectives of the program



d. ldentification of the uses and projects, public and private, to be
accomodated in the waterfront area;

e. Description of proposed neans for |ong-term nanagenent and
mai nt enance of waterfront devel opnent and activities including
organi zati onal structures and responsibilities and appropriate |and use
controls;

f. Description of necessary and appropriate state actions for
successful inplenentation of the program and

g. Specification of the adequate authority and capability of the | ocal
governnment to inplenent the program

5. The secretary shall approve any |ocal governnent waterfront
revitalization programas eligible for the benefits set forth in section
ni ne hundred sixteen of this article if he finds that such programw I |
be consistent with coastal policies and will achieve the waterfront
revitalization purposes of this article. In naking such determ nation,
the secretary shall find that the programincorporates each of the
following to an extent commensurate with the particul ar circunstances of
that | ocal governnent:

a. The facilitation of appropriate industrial and comrercial uses
whi ch require or can benefit substantially froma waterfront | ocation,
such as but not Iimted to waterborne transportation facilities and
services, and support facilities for comrercial fishing and aquacul ture.

b. The increased use of and access to coastal waters and the
waterfront for water-related activities such as boating, sw mm ng,

fishing, wal king and pi cni cki ng.

c. The pronotion and preservation of scenic, historic, cultural and
natural resources as community anenities and tourist designations.

d. The strengthening of the econom c position of the state's nmmjor



ports and snmall harbors.

e. The redevel opnent of deteriorated or fornerly devel oped waterfronts
through the re-use of existing infrastructure and buil ding stock and the
renoval of deteriorated structures and unsightly conditions that have
negative effects upon the waterfront area and adjacent nei ghborhoods,
and appropriate new devel opnent .

f. The application of |ocal aesthetic considerations in the design of
new structures and the redevel opnent of waterfront sites.

g. The protection of sensitive ecol ogical areas, including but not
limted to dunes, tidal and freshwater wetlands, fish and wildlife
habitats, and the protective capability of coastal |and features. Such
protection will assure that |and use or devel opnment will not affect such
areas.

h. A statenent identifying those elenents of the program which can be
i npl enmented by the | ocal governnent, unaided, and those that can only be
i npl enented with the aid of other |evels of government or other
agenci es. Such statement shall include those permt, license,
certification or approval prograns, grant, |oan, subsidy or other
fundi ng assi stance progranms, facilities construction and pl anni ng
prograns which nmay affect the achievenent of the waterfront
revitalization program

i . The establishnent of a conprehensive harbor managenent plan and the
means for its inplenmentation

* B-a. Nothing herein shall preclude the secretary from approving a
portion or conponent of a |ocal waterfront revitalization program
provi ded such portion or conponent constitutes a discrete and cohesive,
yet conprehensive, treatnent of the subject or subjects addressed, which
may be related to environnmental, social, regional growth nanagement or
econom ¢ consi derations.

* NB Effective upon approval by the secretary of commerce

6. Before approving any such waterfront revitalization program or any



anendnents thereto, as eligible for the benefits of this article, the
secretary shall consult with potentially affected state and federal
agenci es; the secretary shall not approve any such programif he finds
after such consultation that there is a conflict with any state or
federal policies.

7. Wiere there is a conflict between a submtted waterfront
revitalization programand any state or federal policy, at the request
of the | ocal governnent or the state or federal agency affected, the
secretary shall attenpt to reconcile and resolve the differences between
the submtted program and such policies and shall neet with the |ocal
governnment and invol ved state and federal agencies to this end.

8. Subsequent to approval of the |local program by the secretary, state
agency actions shall be consistent to the maxi mum extent practicable
with the |ocal program Provided, however, that nothing in this article
shall be construed to authorize or require the issuance of any permt,
| icense, certification, or other approval or the approval of any grant,
| oan or other funding assistance which is denied by the state agency
having jurisdiction, pursuant to other provisions of |aw or which is
condi tioned by such agency pursuant to other provisions of law until
such conditions are net.

Where i npl enentation of an approved | ocal program depends upon the
avai lability of other than |ocal funds and program actions, the
secretary shall neet with the involved state and federal agencies to
explore the possibility of programm ng of such assistance, including
pre-permtting of sites for waterfront redevel opnment, in a manner that
woul d provi de the maxi mum practicabl e assi stance toward the
i npl ementati on of the | ocal program

9. Before undertaking any action pursuant to any prograns identified
pursuant to paragraph (h) of subdivision five of section nine hundred
fifteen of this article the affected state agency shall submt, through
appropriate existing clearing house procedures including but not limted
to the state environnental quality review law, information on the
proposed action to | ocal governnent. The | ocal governnent shall identify



potential conflicts and so notify the secretary. Upon notification of
the conflict, the secretary will confer with the affected state agency
and the | ocal governnment to nodify the proposed action to be consi stent
with the | ocal plan.

10. Any |l ocal governnent which has had a waterfront revitalization
program approved pursuant to this section nay withdraw its program at
any time by filing with the secretary a copy of a resolution of its
| egi sl ative body providing for such withdrawal. Upon receipt of such
resolution, the secretary shall inmediately notify all affected state
agenci es.



