8§ 912. Declaration of policy. It is hereby declared to be the public
policy of the state of New York within the coastal areas and inland
wat er ways:

1. To achieve a bal ance between econoni c devel opnent and preservation
that will permt the beneficial use of coastal and inland waterway
resources while preventing the loss of living nmarine resources and
wildlife, dimnution of open space areas or public access to the
wat erfront, shoreline erosion, inpairnent of scenic beauty, or pernanent
adverse changes to ecol ogi cal systens.

2. To encourage the devel opnent and use of existing ports and smal
har bors i ncl udi ng use and nai nt enance of viable existing
infrastructures, and to reinforce their role as val uabl e conponents
within the state's transportation and industrial network.

3. To conserve, protect and where appropriate pronote conmercial and
recreational use of fish and wildlife resources and to conserve and
protect fish and wildlife habitats identified by the departnent of
envi ronmental conservation as critical to the maintenance or
re-establishment of species of fish or wildlife. Such protection shal
include mtigation of the potential inpact from adjacent |and use or
devel opnent .

4. To encourage and facilitate public access for recreational
pur poses.

5. To mnimze damge to natural resources and property from fl oodi ng
and erosion, including proper |ocation of new | and devel opnent,
protecti on of beaches, dunes, barrier islands, bluffs and other critical
coastal and inland waterway features and use of non-structural neasures,
whenever possi bl e.

6. To encourage the restoration and revitalization of natural and
man- made resour ces.

7. To encourage the location of |and devel opnent in areas where



i nfrastructure and public services are adequate.

8. To conserve and protect agricultural |ands as val ued natural and
ecol ogi cal resources which provide for open spaces, clean air sheds and
aesthetic value as well as for agricultural use.

9. To assure consistency of state actions and, where appropriate,
federal actions, with policies of the coastal area and inland waterways,
and with accepted waterfront revitalization progranms of the area defined
or addressed by such prograns.

10. To work cooperatively with the federal governnent, | ocal
governnments and private parties to inplenment progranms to control and
abat e sources of nonpoint source pollution that may affect coastal and
i nl and wat er ways.

11. To cooperate and coordinate with other states, the federa
governnment and Canada to attain a consistent policy towards coastal and
i nl and wat erway managenent .

12. To encourage and assist |ocal governnents in the coastal area and
i nl and waterways to use all their powers that can be applied to achieve
t hese obj ecti ves.

13. To facilitate the redevel opnent of urban waterfronts.

14. To encourage | ocal governnents to enter into intermunicipal
agreenents to protect their shared environnment and inprove their
region's econom c strength.

15. To encourage state agencies to provide technical and financi al
assi stance for inplenmentation of |ocal waterfront revitalization
prograns.

16. To encourage | ocal governnents and state agencies to cel ebrate,
protect and enhance the special places that nade waterfronts distinct
ecol ogi cal systens and the preferred | ocations for people to live, work



and recreate.



