8§ 910. Legislative findings. The | egislature hereby finds that New
York state's coastal area and inland waterways are unique with a variety
of natural, recreational, industrial, comercial, ecological, cultural
aest hetic and energy resources of statew de and national significance.

The resources of the state's coastal areas and inland waterways are
i ncreasingly subject to the pressures of population growh and econom c
devel opnment, which include requirenents for industry, conmerce,
residential devel opnment, recreation and for the production of energy.
These conpeting demands result in the loss of |iving marine resources
and wildlife, the dimnution of open space areas, shoreline erosion,
per manent, adverse changes to ecol ogical systens and a | oss of econom c
opportunities.

The social and economc well-being and the general welfare of the
people of the state are critically dependent upon the preservation,
enhancenent, protection, devel opnent and use of the natural and man-nmade
resources of the state's coastal area and inland wat er ways.

The legislature further finds that it is in the interest of the people
of the state that coordi nated and conprehensive policy and planni ng for
preservati on, enhancenent, protection, devel opnent and use of the
state's coastal and inland waterway resources take place to insure the
proper bal ance between natural resources and the need to accommobdate the
needs of popul ation growth and econom c devel opnent.



