* § 894. Declaration of purpose. The legislature finds and determ nes
as foll ows:

1. The urban areas of the state of New York have uni que
characteristics, needs, conditions and opportunities. These urban areas
are vital to the econom c, social and general health of our state. The
magni tude of the challenge of econom c habilitation of those distressed
urban areas which are in need of assistance is such that a concentrated
effort by the state in cooperation with these comunities is required.

2. Past efforts on the part of the state to facilitate necessary
assi stance to distressed urban areas have been characterized by specific
and i nnovative program approaches to individual synptons of blight and
deterioration. The state has firmy established through these individual
program approaches its commtnent to preserving the viability of urban
areas. Numerous agenci es have been created, enpowered and funded to
assi st and coordinate these efforts in specific areas of need.

3. Efforts have further been nmade, through the establishnent of the
urban affairs cabinet, to facilitate and to enhance the coordination of
state prograns and efforts intended to renedy the problens of urban
bl i ght and deterioration.

4. Despite these tangible past and present conmtnents to urban
preservation and devel opnent, the |egislature hereby finds and
determ nes that nmany of the urban areas of our state continue to suffer
fromblight and deterioration of basic public services, the private
econom ¢ sector, housing stock and other critical elements of community
vitality.

5. It is further found and declared that the nunmerous efforts of the
state designed to address and to correct existing and encroachi ng
i ndi ces of conmmunity distress nmust be strengthened and enhanced and
assistance to |l ocal and community agencies and organi zati ons designed to
maxi m ze the anount of financial and other assistance directed to
di stressed urban areas nust be inproved.



6. It is therefore, the intent of the legislature to establish an
office of urban revitalization. The | egislature intends that such office
shal | augnment the efforts of the urban cabinet in coordinating the
prograns and efforts of the state agencies and public benefit
corporations to renmedy existent problens in distressed urban areas. Said
of fice shall also be enpowered to assure the provision of technical
assistance to localities and community organi zati ons engagi ng t he
i mprovenent of economi c, housing, industrial and conmerci al
revitalization of distressed conmunities. The | egislature intends that
this office serve these organizations in order to naxinize their
abilities to successfully obtain assistance fromall available private
and public sources.

7. It is further the intent of the legislature to enpower the office
toinitiate, subject to legislative authorization and appropriations for
t hat purpose, progranms of financial assistance to |ocal and community
agenci es and organi zati ons consistent with the policy of enhancing the
revitalization of distressed urban areas.

8. These prograns of assistance to distressed urban communities and
comunity organi zations will thereby constitute an econoni c advantage to
the state and facilitate the inplenentation of the revitalization of
di stressed urban areas.
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