* § 837-w. Blue alert system 1. There is established within the
division a blue alert systemto aid in the identification, |ocation and
appr ehensi on of any individual or individuals suspected of killing or
seriously woundi ng any police officer.

2. For the purposes of this section:

(a) The term"blue alert” shall nmean information sent through the blue
alert systemrelated to:

(i) the serious injury or death of a | aw enforcenment officer in the
line of duty;

(ii) an officer who is mssing in connection with the officer's
official duties; or

(iii) an immnent and credible threat that an individual intends to
cause the serious injury or death of a |l aw enforcenent officer.

(b) The term "l aw enforcenent agency having jurisdiction" shall nean
the chief |aw enforcenent officer of the village, town, city, county, or
the division of state police that is investigating an of fense
necessitating the use of a blue alert.

(c) The term "l aw enforcenent officer"” shall nean a state or |ocal
police officer.

3. Upon the request of a | aw enforcenent agency having jurisdiction,
the division shall issue a blue alert when public dissem nation of
avai l abl e informati on may hel p avert further harm or accel erate
appr ehensi on of the suspect. Such blue alert nay be di ssem nated on a
regional or statew de basis. Nothing in this section shall require a | aw
enf orcenment agency having jurisdiction to request a blue alert in any
ci rcunst ance described in paragraph (a) of subdivision two of this
section or to participate in the dissenm nation of information under the
bl ue alert system

4. The division shall coordinate with the departnent of
transportation, the division of state police, and police agencies, and
may al so coordinate with public comercial television and radio
br oadcast er organi zations, to effectuate notifications under the bl ue
alert system Information dissem nated pursuant to a blue alert nmay
i nclude, but shall not be Iimted to, a detailed description of the



suspect's vehicle or |icense plate nunber and the nane of the | aw
enf orcenment agency that requested the alert.

5. The division nmay coordinate with additional state agencies capable
of providing urgent and tinely infornmation to the public, together with
tel evision and radi o broadcasters and other private entities, where
appropriate, and if authorized and under conditions permtted by the
federal governnment, that consent to participate in the dissem nation of
urgent public information.

6. The division shall develop criteria and procedures for activation
of the blue alert system and shall regularly review the function of the
blue alert systemand revise its criteria and procedures to provide for
efficient and effective public notifications.

7. The provisions of this section shall only apply in the event that
t he division has been designated to use the federally authorized
Emergency Alert Systemfor the issuance of blue alerts.

8. The division is hereby authorized to pronul gate rul es and
regul ations for the inplenentation of the blue alert system pursuant to
this section.
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