8§ 837-k. Safe house for children. 1. Wthin one hundred twenty days
after the effective date of this section, the division shall design and
adopt an official symbol and sign which may use McG uff as created by
the national crime prevention council if practicable, to be used to
desi gnat e hones and busi nesses where a child nay seek tenporary help
when he or she is traveling, w thout adult supervision or protection, in
nei ghbor hoods havi ng such homes or busi nesses.

2. a. Law enforcenent agenci es:

(i) may voluntarily provide synbols to persons who apply for them

(ii) may require that persons receiving synbols apply in witing and
agree in witing to specific terns and conditions in order to
participate in the program

(iii) shall devel op community based sel ection procedures to assure the
suitability of the persons and | ocation which are the subjects of an
application prior to issuing synbols after conducting a background
check, including, but not limted to, information available inits
jurisdiction, and inquiry of the department of social services register
of child abuse and nal treatnent regarding the applicant and any persons
residing at the location. Until such procedures are devel oped and
i npl ement ed, | aw enforcenent agencies may access records of the division
mai nt ai ned pursuant to section eight hundred thirty-seven of this
article;

(iv) shall maintain a register of locations using the official, sign
or synbol and any ot her known | ocations using other synbols for simlar
pur poses pursuant to subdivision five of this section;

(v) shall make efforts, thenselves or through arrangenents with schoo
districts, not-for-profits, or other organizations, to educate children
to recogni ze the correct synmbol and the program

b. For purposes of this subdivision:

(i) the term "l aw enforcenent agency" shall mean any agency or
departnment of any municipality or any police district enploying a police
of ficer or police officers as that termis defined in paragraphs (b) and
(d) of subdivision thirty-four of section 1.20 of the crimnal procedure
| aw; and

(ii) the synmbols provided by | aw enforcenent agencies for purposes of



this programare the property of said agency.

3. Persons who are issued a synbol by a | aw enforcenment agency shall:

a. display it or any related or simlar synmbol or sign that is visible
fromthe outside of their building only upon such terns and conditions
as may be specified by the | aw enforcenent agency; and

b. return said synbol to the | aw enforcenent agency inmedi ately upon
demand t herefor by said agency.

4. a. Any person who possesses, uses, or duplicates the synmbol or sign
created pursuant to subdivision one of this section, or any synbol
aut hori zed for use pursuant to subdivision two of this section, wthout
conplying with the provisions of this section shall be liable for a
civil fine of fifty dollars.

b. Possession, use or duplication of the synmbol or sign created
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, or any symnbol authorized
for use pursuant to subdivision two of this section, with the intent to
attract children into the location for any purpose other than protecting
t hem when they are threatened is a m sdeneanor.

c. No synbol except the synbol authorized in subdivisions one or five
of this section shall be used to designate a safe house.

5. Children's safe haven/safe hone prograns existing on the effective
date of this section nay continue to use the sane synbol on existing or
new | ocati ons and expand service areas using synbols in use on such
dat e.



