§ 837-f-1. Mssing vul nerable adults clearinghouse. There is hereby
established within the division a mssing vulnerable adults
cl eari nghouse to provide a conprehensive and coordi nated approach to the
probl em of m ssing vul nerabl e adul ts.

1. For purposes of this section:

(a) "Vulnerable adult" shall nean an individual eighteen years of age
or older who has a cognitive inpairnment, nental disability, or brain
di sorder and whose di sappearance has been determ ned by | aw enforcenent
to pose a creditable threat of harmto such m ssing individual

(b) "M ssing vulnerable adult alert” shall nmean a nmethod to
di ssem nate i nformati on regarding a m ssing vulnerable adult to the
general public in a manner consistent with paragraph (n) of subdivision
two of this section.

2. The conmi ssioner shall be authorized to:

(a) plan and inplenent prograns to ensure the nost effective use of
federal, state, and local resources in the investigation of mssing
vul nerabl e adul ts;

(b) dissemnate a directory of resources to assist in |locating mssing
vul nerabl e adul ts;

(c) cooperate with the departnent of health, office of nmental health,
office for people with devel opnental disabilities, office for the aging,
and ot her public and private organi zati ons to devel op educati on and
prevention prograns concerning the safety of vulnerable adults;

(d) assist federal, state, and | ocal agencies in the investigation of
cases invol ving m ssing vul nerabl e adul ts;

(e) utilize avail able resources to duplicate photographs and posters
of vul nerable adults reported as m ssing by police and dissenmnate this
i nformati on throughout the state;

(f) provide assistance in returning m ssing vul nerable adults who are
| ocat ed out of state;

(g) develop a curriculumfor the training of |aw enforcenent personnel
i nvestigating cases involving mssing vul nerable adults, including
recogni ti on and managenent of vul nerabl e adults;

(h) operate a toll-free twenty-four hour hotline for the public to use
to relay informati on concerning m ssing vul nerable adults;



(i) establish a case database that shall include non-identifying
i nformati on on reported m ssing vul nerable adults and facts devel oped in
t he phases of a search; and anal yze such data for the purposes of
assisting | aw enforcenent in their current investigations of m ssing
vul nerabl e adults, devel opi ng preventi on prograns and increasing
under st andi ng of the nature and extent of the problem

(j) prescribe general guidelines to enable state agencies to assist in
the location and recovery of mssing vul nerable adults. The guidelines
shall provide information relating to:

(i) the formand manner in which materials and information pertaining
to m ssing vulnerable adults, including, but not limted to,
bi ographi cal data and pictures, sketches, or other |ikenesses, may be
included in stationary, newsletters, and other witten or electronic
printings, provided such guidelines are consistent with paragraph (n) of
t hi s subdi vi sion

(ii) appropriate sources fromwhich such materials and i nfornmation nay
be obt ai ned;

(iii) the procedures by which such materials and information may be
obt ai ned; and

(iv) any other matter the cl earinghouse nay deem i nportant;

(k) maintain and nmake avail able to appropriate state and | ocal |aw
enf orcenment agenci es information concerning technol ogi cal advances t hat
may assist in facilitating the recovery of mssing vul nerable adults;

(1) take such other steps as necessary to assist in education,
prevention, service provision, and investigation of cases involving
m ssi ng vul nerabl e adul ts;

(m (i) In consultation with the division of state police and ot her
appropri ate agenci es, develop, regularly update, and distribute node
m ssing vul nerabl e adult pronpt response and notification plans. Such
pl ans shall be avail able for use by |ocal conmunities and | aw
enf orcenent personnel, and shall involve a proactive, coordinated
response that may be pronptly triggered by | aw enforcenment personnel
upon confirmation by a police officer, peace officer, or police agency
of a report of a mssing vulnerable adult, as defined in subdivision one
of this section.

(ii) Such plans shall, at a mnimum provide that: (A) the nanme of the
m ssing vul nerable adult, a description of the m ssing individual, and



ot her pertinent information may be pronptly dispatched over the police
comuni cati on system pursuant to subdivision three of section two
hundred twenty-one of this chapter; (B) such information nay be

i mmedi ately provided, in a manner consistent with paragraph (n) of this
subdi vi sion, both (1) orally, electronically, or by facsimle

transm ssion to one or nore radio stations and ot her broadcast nedia
outlets serving the community including, but not limted to, those who
have voluntarily agreed in advance to pronptly notify other such radio
stations and broadcast nedia outlets in |ike nmanner and (2) by

el ectronic mail nmessage to one or nore internet service providers and
comerci al nobile service providers serving the comrunity including, but
not limted to, those which have voluntarily agreed in advance to
pronptly notify other such internet service providers in |ike manner;
(C participating radio stations and other participating broadcast nedia
outlets serving the community may voluntarily agree to pronptly
broadcast a m ssing vul nerable adult alert providing pertinent details
concerning the mssing vul nerabl e adult's di sappearance, breaking into
regul ar programr ng where appropriate; (D) participating internet
service providers and commerci al nobile service providers serving the
comunity may voluntarily agree to pronptly provide by el ectronic nai
nmessage a m ssing vul nerable adult alert providing pertinent details
concerning the mssing vul nerabl e adult's di sappearance; (E) police
agenci es not connected with the basic police conmunication systemin use
in such jurisdiction may transmt such information to the nearest or
nost convenient electronic entry point, fromwhich point it my be
pronptly dispatched in conformty with the orders, rules, or regulations
governing the system (F) a statew de response nay be initiated as soon
as the division deens it is necessary to find the m ssing vul nerable
adult. Such a plan may not require the issuance of an alert if the

i nvestigating police departnment, in its discretion, advises that the

rel ease of such information may jeopardi ze the investigation or the
safety of the mi ssing vulnerable adult or the investigating police
departnent requests forbearance for any reason.

(iii) The conmm ssioner shall also designate a unit within the division
that shall assist |aw enforcenent agencies and representatives of radio
stations, broadcast nmedia outlets, internet service providers, and
comerci al nobile service providers in the design, inplenentation, and



i mprovenent of m ssing vul nerable adult response and notification plans.
Such unit shall nake ongoi ng outreach efforts to | ocal governnent
entities and |l ocal |aw enforcenent agencies to assist such entities and
agencies in the inplenentation and operation of such plans with the goal
of inplenenting and operating such plans in every jurisdiction in New
York state.

(n) dissem nate specific nedical information about a m ssing
vul nerabl e adult to the extent that such nmedical information indicates a
physi cal quality or behavioral trait that is readily apparent and
contributes to a physical or behavioral description of the m ssing
vul nerabl e adult, provided that nore extensive information relating to
the m ssing vul nerable adult's nedical diagnosis and condition nay be
provi ded to | aw enforcenent personnel as needed.

3. The commi ssioner shall submt an annual report to the governor and
| egi slature regarding the activities of the m ssing vulnerable adults
cl eari nghouse, including statistical information involving reported
cases of mssing vulnerable adults and a sunmary of the division's
efforts with respect to the activities authorized under subdivision two
of this section.



