§ 837-f. Mssing and exploited children cl earinghouse. There is hereby
established within the division a mssing and exploited children
cl eari nghouse to provide a conprehensive and coordi nated approach to the
tragi c problens of missing and exploited children. In addition to the
activities of the statewi de central register for mssing children, the
commi ssi oner shall be authorized to:

1. Plan and inplenment prograns to ensure the nost effective use of
federal, state and |ocal resources in the investigation of m ssing and
expl oited children;

2. Exchange information and resources with other states, and within
New York state, concerning mssing and exploited children;

3. Establish a case data base which will include nonidentifying
i nformati on on reported children and facts devel oped in the phases of a
search, and anal yze such data for the purposes of: assisting | aw
enforcenment in their current investigations of m ssing and expl oited
chil dren, devel oping prevention prograns and i ncreasi ng understandi ng of
the nature and extent of the problem and share the data and anal ysis on
a regular basis with the National Center for M ssing and Expl oited
Chi | dren;

4. Dissenminate a directory of resources to assist in the |ocating of
m ssing chil dren;

5. Cooperate with public and private schools and organi zations to
devel op education and prevention prograns concerning child safety for
comunities, parents and children;

6. Provide assistance in returning recovered children who are | ocated
out - of - st at e;

7. By January first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-seven arrange for the
devel opnment of a curriculumfor the training of |aw enforcenent
personnel investigating cases involving m ssing and exploited children;



8. Assist federal, state and | ocal agencies in the investigation of
cases invol ving m ssing and expl oited chil dren;

9. Utilize available resources to duplicate photographs and posters of
children reported as m ssing by police and with consent of parents,
guardi ans or others legally responsible, dissemnate this infornmation
t hroughout the state;

10. Begi nning on January first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-seven,
di ssem nate, on a regular basis, a bulletin containing information on
children in the mssing children's register to the state education
department which shall then forward such bulletin to every public and
private school where parents, guardians or others legally responsible
for such children have given consent;

10-a. (a) By Novenber first, nineteen hundred ninety-seven prescribe
general guidelines to enable the state |legislature and state agencies to
assist in the location and recovery of mssing children. The guidelines
shall provide information relating to:

(i) the formand manner in which materials and information pertaining
to mssing children including but not limted to biographical data and
pi ctures, sketches or other |ikenesses nmay be included in stationery,
newsl etters and other witten or electronic printings;

(ii) appropriate sources fromwhich such materials and i nfornmation nay
be obt ai ned;

(iii) the procedures by which such materials and information may be
obt ai ned; and

(iv) any other matter the cl earinghouse considers appropriate.

(b) By January first, nineteen hundred ninety-eight arrange for the
transm ssi on of biographical information and pictures, sketches or other
| i kenesses of mssing children to state agencies, departnments and the
| egi slature to use in printings.

11. Qperate a toll-free twenty-four hour hotline for the public to use
to relay information concerning m ssing children;

12. Submt an annual report to the governor and | egislature regarding



the activities of the clearinghouse including statistical infornmation

i nvol ving reported cases of m ssing children pursuant to section eight
hundred thirty-seven-mof this article and a summary of the division's
efforts with respect to the use of nonies fromthe m ssing and expl oited
chil dren cl earinghouse fund created pursuant to section ninety-two-w of
the state finance | aw, and

13. Take such other steps as necessary to assist in education,
prevention, service provision and investigation of cases involving
m ssing and exploited children.

14. (a) In consultation with the division of state police and ot her
appropri ate agencies, develop, and regularly update and distribute,
nodel m ssing child pronpt response and notification plans, which shal
be avail able for use, in their discretion, as appropriate, by |ocal
comunities and | aw enforcenent personnel. Such plans shall involve a
pro-active, coordinated response, planned in advance, that nay be
pronptly triggered by | aw enforcenent personnel upon confirmation by a
police officer, peace officer or police agency of a report of a m ssing
child, as defined in subdivision one of section eight hundred
thirty-seven-e of this article.

(b) Such plans shall, at a m ninum provide that:

(i) the nanme of such mssing child, a description of the child and
ot her pertinent information may be pronptly dispatched over the police
comuni cati on system pursuant to subdivision three of section two
hundred twenty-one of this chapter;

(ii1) such information nmay be i medi ately provided orally,
el ectronically or by facsimle transnm ssion to one or nore radio
stations and ot her broadcast nedia outlets serving the comunity
i ncluding, but not limted to, those which have voluntarily agreed, in
advance, to pronptly notify other such radio stations and ot her
broadcast nmedia outlets in |ike manner;

(iii) such information may be inmedi ately provided by el ectronic mai
nessage to one or nore internet service providers and commercial nobile
service providers serving the community including, but not limted to,
t hose which have voluntarily agreed, in advance, to pronptly notify
ot her such internet service providers in |ike manner;



(iv) participating radio stations and other participating broadcast
media outlets serving the community may voluntarily agree to pronptly
broadcast a missing child alert providing pertinent details concerning
the child s di sappearance, breaking into regular programr ng where
appropri at e;

(v) participating internet service providers and conmerci al nobile
service providers serving the conmunity may voluntarily agree to
pronptly provide by electronic nail nessage a missing child alert
provi ding pertinent details concerning the child' s di sappearance;

(vi) police agencies not connected with the basic police comunication
systemin use in such jurisdiction may transmt such information to the
nearest or nost convenient electronic entry point, fromwhich point it
may be pronptly dispatched, in conformty with the orders, rules or
regul ati ons governing the system and

(vii) no dispatch or transm ssion of a report concerning a m ssing
child shall be required by such plan if the investigating police
departnment advises, in its discretion, that the rel ease of such
i nformati on may j eopardi ze the investigation or the safety of the child,
or requests forbearance for any reason.

(c) The comm ssioner shall also designate a unit within the division
that shall assist |aw enforcenent agencies and representatives of radio
stations, broadcast nedia outlets, internet service providers and
comerci al nobile service providers in the design, inplenentation and
i mprovenent of mssing child pronpt response and notification plans.
Such unit shall nake ongoi ng outreach efforts to | ocal governnent
entities and | ocal |aw enforcenent agencies to assist such entities and
agencies in the inplenentation and operation of such plans with the goal
of inplenenting and operating such plans in every jurisdiction in New
York state.

(d) The comm ssioner shall also maintain and nmake avail able to
appropriate state and | ocal |aw enforcenent agencies up-to-date
i nformati on concerni ng technol ogi cal advances that may assist in
facilitating the recovery of mssing children. Such information shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, technol ogy using conputer assisted
i magi ng to "age enhance" phot ographs of m ssing children, and technol ogy
that may be used to enter such phot ographs and ot her pertinent
i nformati on concerning mssing children into a database accessible to



appropriate officials and persons.



