§ 801. Statement of |egislative findings and purposes. The Adirondack
park is abundant in natural resources and open space unique to New York
and the eastern United States. The wild forest, water, wildlife and
aesthetic resources of the park, and its open space character, provide
an outdoor recreational experience of national and international
significance. G owi ng popul ati on, advanci ng technol ogy and an expandi ng
econony are focusing ever-increasing pressures on these priceless
resour ces.

Qur forefathers saw fit nearly a century ago to provide rigid
constitutional safeguards for the public lands in the Adirondack park.
Today forest preserve |lands constitute approximtely forty percent of
the six mllion acres of land in the park. The people of the state of
New York have consistently reiterated their support for this
ti me-honored institution.

Conti nui ng public concern, coupled with the vast acreages of forest
preserve hol dings, clearly establishes a substantial state interest in
the preservation and devel opnent of the park area. The state of New York
has an obligation to insure that contenporary and projected future
pressures on the park resources are provided for within a |and use
control framework which recogni zes not only matters of | ocal concern but
al so those of regional and state concern.

In the past the Adirondack environnment has been enhanced by the
intermngling of public and private land. A unique pattern of private
| and use has devel oped which has not only conpl enented the forest
preserve hol di ngs but al so has provided an outlet for devel opnent of
supporting facilities necessary to the proper use and enjoynent of the
unique wild forest atnosphere of the park. This fruitful relationship is
now j eopardi zed by the threat of unregul ated devel opment on such private
| ands. Local governments in the Adirondack park find it increasingly
difficult to cope with the unrelenting pressures for devel opnent being
brought to bear on the area, and to exercise their discretionary powers
to create an effective | and use and devel opnent control franmework.

The basic purpose of this article is to insure optinmum over al



conservation, protection, preservation, devel opnent and use of the
uni que scenic, aesthetic, wildlife, recreational, open space, historic,
ecol ogi cal and natural resources of the Adirondack park.

A further purpose of this article is to focus the responsibility for
devel opi ng |l ong-range park policy in a forumreflecting statew de
concern. This policy shall recognize the najor state interest in the
conservation, use and devel opnment of the park's resources and the
preservation of its open space character, and at the sane tinme, provide
a continuing role for |ocal governnent.

The Adi rondack park |and use and devel opnment plan set forth in this
article recognizes the conplenentary needs of all the people of the
state for the preservation of the park's resources and open space
character and of the park's permanent, seasonal and transient
popul ati ons for growmh and service areas, enploynent, and a strong
econom ¢ base, as well. In support of the essential interdependence of
t hese needs, the plan represents a sensibly bal anced apporti onnment of
| and to each. Adoption of the | and use and devel opnent plan and
authorization for its adm nistration and enforcenent will conplenent and
assist in the adm nistration of the Adirondack park master plan for
managenent of state |and. Together, they are essential to the
achi evenent of the policies and purposes of this article and will
benefit all of the people of the state.

Accordingly, it is the further purpose of this article to adopt and
i npl ement the | and use and devel opnent plan and to provide for the
pl an's mai nt enance, adm nistration and enforcenent in a continuing
pl anni ng process that recogni zes nmatters of |ocal concern and those of
regi onal and state concern, provides appropriate regulatory
responsibilities for the agency and the | ocal governnments of the park
and seeks to achieve sound | ocal |and use planning throughout the park.



