8§ 703. Functions, powers and duties of the council. 1. The counci
shal | devel op and oversee the inplenentation of a conprehensive
statew de plan for providing services to individuals of all ages with
disabilities in the nost integrated setting. Such plan shall be
conpleted within one year of the effective date of this article. Such
plan shall include, but not be limted to

(a) the nunber of individuals of all ages with disabilities who are
currently institutionalized and are eligible for services in
comuni ty-based settings, the nunber of individuals residing in the
comunity who are dependent on the assistance of conmunity-based
services to avoid institutionalization and any inprovenents necessary to
be made to current data collection systens or any new data coll ection
initiatives necessary to obtain such infornmation,;

(b) the current assessnent procedures utilized to identify individuals
of all ages with disabilities who could benefit fromservices in a nore
i ntegrated setting and the devel opnment of a single assessnent process
for individuals of all ages with disabilities in need of services, to be
i npl ement ed by one comunity-based agency in each county with expertise
i n community-based services for people of all ages with disabilities
t hrough the use of a uniform assessnent tool;

(c) the identification of what community-based services are avail abl e
to individuals of all ages with disabilities in the state of New York
and an assessnent of the extent to which these prograns are able to
serve people in the nost integrated settings;

(d) the identification of what inprovenents need to be nmade to the
system of conmunity-based services to ensure that the systemis
conprehensi ve, accessible, neets the needs of persons who are likely to
require assistance in order to live in the community and provides high
qual ity, adequate supports for individuals of all ages with
di sabilities;

(e) an evaluation of the supports and services available to assi st
i ndividual s of all ages with disabilities who reside in their own hones
with the presence of other famly nmenbers or other informal caregivers
and an eval uation of the supports and services available to address the
needs of individuals of all ages with disabilities who reside in their
own honmes wi thout famly nenbers or other infornal caregivers;

(f) an exam nation of how the identified comrunity-based supports and



services integrate individuals of all ages with disabilities into the
comunity;

(g) a review of what funding sources are available to increase the
avai lability of comunity-based services and an anal ysis of how t he
vari ed funding sources available to neet the needs of individuals of al
ages with disabilities in the nost integrated setting can be organi zed
into a coherent systemof long termcare which affords peopl e reasonabl e
and tinmely access to conmunity-based services;

(h) an assessnment of how well the current service system works for
di fferent populations, including but not limted to, elderly people with
disabilities, people with physical disabilities, people with
devel opnental disabilities, people with mental illness, and people with
H V and AIDS, and a review of changes that m ght be desirable to nmake
services a reality in the nost integrated setting for all popul ations;

(i) an exam nation of waiting lists for conmunity-based services and
what m ght be done to ensure that waiting lists are created and
accurately maintained and that people are able to cone off waiting lists
and recei ve needed conmunity-based services at a reasonabl e pace;

(j) an exam nation of what information, education, outreach and
referral systenms m ght be useful to ensure that individuals of all ages
with disabilities receive the information necessary to nmake inforned
choi ces regardi ng how their needs can best be net, including the
eval uation of the creation of a toll free hotline with information on
comuni ty-based services for individuals of all ages with disabilities;

(k) an evaluation of how quality assurance and quality inprovenent can
be conducted effectively as nore people of all ages with disabilities
live in cormunity settings; and

(1) an exam nation of how the overall systemof health and | ong term
care can best be managed so that placenent in the nost integrated
setting becones the norm

2. The council shall contract with an i ndependent organization with
expertise in the provision of conmunity-based services for individuals
of all ages with disabilities and with expertise in the area of program
eval uation research to conduct an eval uation of the council's plan
created pursuant to subdivision one of this section and the
i npl ement ati on of such plan. Such evaluation shall be conpleted three



years after the effective date of this article.

3. Each conm ssioner and director serving on the council shall ensure
that his or her agency inplenents every aspect of the plan devel oped
pursuant to subdivision one of this section which falls under the
responsibilities of his or her agency. The council shall oversee the
i npl ementati on of the plan created pursuant to subdivision one of this
section and shall update such plan as necessary to ensure that waiting
lists for community-based services for people of all ages with
disabilities are noving at a reasonable pace and to ensure that the
state of New York is developing a systemof long termcare that allows
i ndividuals of all ages with disabilities to reside and function in the
nost integrated setting.

4. The council shall provide a report to the governor, the tenporary
presi dent of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly one year after
the effective date of this article and annually thereafter. Such report
shal|l detail the plan devel oped pursuant to subdivision one of this
section, any changes nade to such plan, all steps taken to inplenment
such plan and their outcone, and any future actions planned.

5. The plan to be devel oped under this article shall not be construed
to i ncrease, decrease, or change the statutory authority of any person
or entity and shall be inplenented consistent with all otherw se
applicable | aw.



