8§ 700. Legislative findings and intent. The Americans with
Disabilities Act requires New York state to ensure that people of al
ages with disabilities reside and function in the nost integrated
setting possible. This requirenent was recogni zed and upheld by the
Suprene Court in the case of O nstead, Comm ssioner, Georgia Departnent
of Human Resources, et al. v. L.C., by zinring, guardian ad litem and
next friend, et al. (138 F. 3d 893). Wi le New York state provides
comunity supports for people of all ages with disabilities and while
the state of New York does operate a hone and conmunity-based wai ver
nmedi caid program the |egislature hereby finds that New York state has
no centralized nechanismin place to determ ne whether or not peopl e of
all ages with disabilities are residing in the nost integrated setting
possible. In order to ensure that the state of New York is in conpliance
with the requirenments of the O nstead decision, the |egislature hereby
finds that it is incunbent upon New York state to devel op and i npl enent
a plan to reasonably acconmpdate the desire of people of all ages with
disabilities to avoid institutionalization and be appropriately pl aced
in the nost integrated setting possible.



