8§ 70-c. Task force on social nedia and violent extremsm 1.
Est abl i shnent and organi zation. (a) There is hereby established a task
force on social nmedia and violent extrem smw thin the departnent of
| aw.

(b) The attorney general nay appoint or assign a deputy attorney
general and/or one or nore assistants to serve on the task force.

(c) The mission of the task force on social nmedia and vi ol ent
extrem smshall be to study, investigate, and nmake recommendati ons
relating to the use, operations, policies, prograns, and practices of
online social nedia conpanies and any role they may have in pronoting,
facilitating, and providing platfornms for individuals and groups to plan
and pronote acts of violence, including but not limted to, the use of
such platforns to: initiate threats against public safety or against a
speci fic group of individuals based on an actual or perceived
classification or characteristic; conmunicate or plan for crim nal
activity, including but not limted to, hate crinmes, acts of donestic
terrorism or acts of donestic terrorismnotivated by hate; spread
extrem st content; and aid in the radicalization and nobilization of
extrem st individuals or groups.

2. Functions and duties. Subject to appropriations nade avail abl e
therefor, the task force shall have the follow ng duties and
responsibilities:

(a) to receive and investigate conplaints fromany source, or upon its
own initiative, allegations involving the use and role of social nedia
platforns in broadcasting, stream ng, pronoting, or otherw se
facilitating acts of violence as described in paragraph (c) of
subdi vi si on one of this section;

(b) to determne, with respect to such allegations, whether social
medi a conpanies may be civilly or crimnally liable for their role in
promoting, facilitating, or providing a platformfor individuals and
groups to plan and pronote acts of violence as described in paragraph
(c) of subdivision one of this section, or whether further investigation
by the departnent of lawis warranted or whether a referral to an
appropriate federal, state or |ocal |aw enforcenent agency is necessary,
and to assist in such investigations, if requested by a federal, state,
or local |aw enforcenment agency;



(c) to prepare and make public reports regarding the work of the task
force, provided, however that such reports shall not include
confidential or other protected information or any information that
pertains to or may interfere with ongoing or future investigations;

(d) to review and exam ne periodically the use, operations, policies,
prograns, and practices of social nmedia conpanies and any rol e they may
have in pronoting, facilitating, and providing platfornms for individuals
and groups to plan and pronote acts of violence as described in
par agraph (c) of subdivision one of this section;

(e) to cooperate with and assist the division of honeland security and
energency services or any other state or |ocal agency as may be
appropriate in their efforts to counter acts of violence as described in
par agraph (c) of subdivision one of this section;

(f) toreviewthe final report of the donestic terrorismtask force
establ i shed pursuant to section six of part R of chapter fifty-five of
the l aws of two thousand twenty, setting forth the findings,
concl usi ons, recomendations, and activities of the task force, to
exanm ne and eval uate how to prevent nass shootings by donestic
terrorists in New York state in furtherance of the goals of the task
force on social media and violent extrem sm

(g) to recommend renedial action to prevent the use of social nedia
platfornms by individuals and groups to plan and pronote acts of violence
as described in paragraph (c) of subdivision one of this section;

(h) on an annual basis, to submt to the governor, the tenporary
presi dent of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the minority
| eader of the senate and the mnority | eader of the assenbly, no |ater
t han Decenber thirty-first, a report sunmarizing the activities of the
task force and reconmendi ng specific changes to state law to further the
m ssion of the task force on social media and violent extrem sm and

(i) to performany other functions and duties that are necessary or
appropriate to fulfill the duties and responsibilities of the task
force.

3. Powers. In executing its duties under subdivision two of this
section, the task force shall have the power to:

(a) subpoena and enforce the attendance of witnesses;

(b) admi nister oaths or affirnmati ons and exam ne w t nesses under oath;



(c) request and receive fromthe division of honel and security and
energency services, the division of state police, the division of
crimnal justice services, and fromevery departnent, division, board,
bureau, comm ssion or other agency of the state, or of any political
subdi vi si on t hereof, cooperation and assistance in the performance of
its duties;

(d) provide technical and other assistance to any district attorney or
ot her local |aw enforcenent official requesting such assistance in the
i nvestigation or prosecution of cases involving the role of social nedia
platforns in broadcasting, stream ng, pronoting, or otherw se
facilitating acts of violence as described in paragraph (c) of
subdi vi sion one of this section; and

(e) conduct hearings at any place within the state and require the
production of any books, records, docunents or other evidence he or she
may deemrel evant or material to an investigation.



