8§ 548-a. Legislative findings and intent. Many recent studies have
poi nted out that although New York has an array of hunman services and
prograns that are spread across nunmerous state programmtic and
regul atory agencies, there is no unified strategy for service delivery.
Al t hough problematic statew de, the absence of a service coordination
and delivery strategy critically inpairs the ability of comunities
suffering from w despread poverty to fully benefit from such services.

The | egi slature hereby finds and declares that there is a need to
devel op a strategy for distressed nei ghborhoods to assist themin
identifying ways to expand and strengthen the services in their
comunities, to inprove the delivery of such services, and to help
identify and elimnate barriers to the effective delivery of services to
their residents.

The legislature further finds that the provision of services is only a
partial solution to the conplex problenms of econom cally and socially
di stressed areas. Nei ghborhood stabilization and inprovenent al so
require an assessnment of the |long term housi ng and econom ¢ needs of the
comunity and a strategic plan for the stabilization and devel opnment of
the conmunity. Therefore, it is the intent of the |legislature to
establ i sh nei ghborhood based initiatives to first provide integrated and
coordi nated services for people in crisis or with a potential for being
in crisis in selected distressed nei ghborhoods and then to assist the
nei ghbor hoods in devel oping a | ong range plan so that such nei ghborhoods
can take steps to inprove their overall econom c and social condition.



