8§ 510-a. Conditional release. 1. The division may conditionally
rel ease any youth placed with the division to aftercare whenever it
deens such conditional release to be in the best interest of the youth,
that suitable care and supervision can be provided and that there is a
reasonabl e probability that the youth can be conditionally rel eased
wi t hout endangering the public safety; provided, however, that no youth
while absent froma facility or programw thout the consent of the
director of such facility or programshall be conditionally rel eased by
the division solely by reason of the absence. The division may establish
regul ations in connection with such conditional release.

2. It shall be a condition of such release that the youth so rel eased
shall continue to be the responsibility of the division for the period
provided in the order of placenent, notw thstanding the youth's
conditional release therefrom and that the division, pursuant to its
regul ati ons, nmay cause such youth to be returned to a division facility
or authorized agency at any tine within the period of placenent, where
there is a violation of the conditions of release or a change of
ci rcunst ances.

3. Youth conditionally rel eased by the division my be provided for as
fol |l ows:

* (a) If, in the opinion of the office of children and famly
services, there is no suitable parent, relative or guardian to whom a
youth can be conditionally released, and suitable care cannot otherw se
be secured, the division may conditionally rel ease such youth to the
care of an authorized agency established pursuant to section three
hundred seventy-one of the social services |aw or any other suitable
person; provided that where such suitable person has no |egal
relationship with the juvenile, the office shall advise such person of
t he procedures for obtaining custody or guardi anship of the juvenile.

* NB Effective until March 31, 2028

* (a) If, in the opinion of the division, there is no suitable parent,
relative or guardian to whom a youth can be conditionally rel eased, and
sui tabl e care cannot otherw se be secured, the division nay
conditionally rel ease such youth to the care of an authorized agency
establ i shed pursuant to section three hundred seventy-one of the social



services |law or any other suitable person.

* NB Effective March 31, 2028

(b) The division may provide clothing, other necessities and services
for any conditionally rel eased youth, as nmay be required, including
nmedi cal care and services not provided to such youth as nedica
assi stance for needy persons pursuant to title eleven of article five of
t he social services |aw

(c) If the youth so released is subject to article sixty-five of the
education |law or elects to participate in an educational program | eading
to a high school diplom, the youth shall be enrolled in a school or
educational programleading to a high school diplom follow ng rel ease,
or, if such release occurs during the summer recess, upon the
commencenent of the next school term If the youth so rel eased is not
subject to article sixty-five of the education | aw and does not elect to
participate in an educational programleading to a high school diplong,
steps shall be taken to the extent possible to facilitate the youth's
gai nful enploynent or enrollnment in a vocational programfollow ng
rel ease.

4. In addition to the other requirenents of this section, no youth
pl aced with the division pursuant to a restrictive placenent under the
famly court act shall be rel eased except pursuant to section 353.5 of
the fam |y court act.



