8§ 500. O fice of children and fam |y services; comm ssioner. 1. There
is hereby continued in the departnent of famly assistance an aut ononous
office of children and fam |y services. The head of such office shall be
t he conm ssioner of children and famly services, who shall be appointed
by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, and
shall serve at the pleasure of the governor. The comm ssi oner nay
appoi nt such officers, enployees, agents and consultants as he or she
may deem necessary, prescribe their duties, fix their conpensation and
provi de for reinbursenent of their expenses within the anmounts avail abl e
t heref or by appropriation.

2. The conm ssioner nmay pronul gate, adopt, anmend or rescind rules and
regul ati ons necessary to carry out the provisions of this article,
provi ded, however, that such rules and regul ations shall be strictly
limted in their application to the nmeans and net hods of conpliance with
the provisions of this article.

3. Wienever the division for youth or its director is referred to in
any provision of this chapter or in any other |law, such reference shal
be deenmed to refer to the office of children and famly services or the
commi ssioner of children and fam |y services.



