8§ 480. Declaration of purpose. The legislature finds and determ nes
t hat :

1. The public perception of the state's rural regions has been
characterized by inaccurate awareness or understandi ng; therefore many
exi sting |laws, regul ations, policies and prograns have not conpletely
addressed the real needs of people living within the state's rural
envi rons.

2. The state's rural territory is vast in size, exceptionally diverse,
possesses abundant natural and cultural resources, and, together with
its econom ¢, human and conmunity resources, contributes greatly to the
quality and naintenance of life of all people of the state, and hence to
a healthier, nore prosperous state.

3. The state's rural areas are decentralized and unique; their
enhancenent and protection require special attention in order to
effectively address distinct rural conditions, needs, and strengths.

4. lInprovenent in the well-being of individuals and famlies in the
state's rural areas has, in many instances, been unbal anced, and
characterized by a growing inequality or relative deprivation
Addi tional 'y, such indi spensable community needs as transportation;
housi ng; public facilities; business and industry; education and
culture; governnmental and environnmental managenent; health and hunan
services; require further study and state action if proper responses to
uni que rural needs are to be devel oped.

5. The state has denonstrated sensitivity to the needs of rural
|l ocalities and has attenpted to preserve the viability and quality of
life in rural areas. Such conmmtnents to rural preservation and
devel opnment have to be continued and broadened to enconpass a w de range
of rural endeavors.

6. Federal, state, and | ocal resources and individual effort avail abl e
to address rural needs are often isolated and limted to individual
synptons of blight and deterioration. Related prograns are frequently



i naccessible to rural residents they are designed to serve. The

pl acenment of such prograns within the various organi zational structures
is indistinct and many rural localities have inadequate nunbers of
manageri al, professional or technical personnel to pursue such
assistance. Additionally, many public and private agencies al so | ack
adequate staffing to adapt prograns and services to the special needs
and requirenments of rural citizens and their environs. This situation
has contributed to a grow ng confusion and disintegrating force that

di scourages coordi nated individual policy and program devel opnent and
delivery of services intended to address the needs of rural localities
and citizens. Consequently, the energies and resources of the many

i ndi vidual federal, state, and |local, and public and private initiatives
that could hel p answer rural needs and capitalize on the strengths of
rural areas, are often frustrated or dimnished in their effect.

7. An inportant role and challenge for state governnent, therefore, is
to get diverse groups to work together for the betternment of rural New
York, and to conbine their efforts in imginative ways to the end that
all regions of the state nay al ways offer the highest possible quality
of Iife, cultural and material standards of living, wthout sacrificing
i ndi vidual freedomor responsibility. The |egislature believes that such
i ndi vidual efforts can be significantly enhanced, and support and
sustain each other in the public interest; and nmany useful and
i nnovati ve responses to rural needs will be possible, if a nore focused
and coordi nated interdisciplinary approach for addressing rural problens
and opportunities is nade avail abl e through state governnent.

8. The devel opnent of proper responses to rural needs, including the
capability to anticipate and respond to individual needs on a broad
scale, would also be pronoted if a nore sharply defined rural affairs
avenue within state governnment was made avail able to policymakers.
Specifically, the legislature seeks to anplify the efforts of existing
agenci es and individuals who are interested in such rural policy areas
as human services and comunity |ife; health care; education; business,
econon ¢ devel opnent, and enpl oynent; agriculture; environnent, |and
use, and natural resources; transportation; conmunity facilities,
housi ng, and community revitalization; |ocal governnent and nmanagenent.



9. No pernmanent state agency has been specifically created, enpowered
and funded to pronote, harnonize or assist such efforts of existing
agenci es and individuals that address the uni que needs, conditions, and
strengths of rural areas of the state. It is, therefore, the intent of
the legislature to create a state office of rural affairs. The agency
shall serve as a one-stop contact point for rural governnents, service
provi ders, state and federal agencies, and for individuals interested in
rural policies and progranms of the state; and strive to pronote
cooperative and integrated efforts anong such agenci es and prograns that
are designed to address rural needs; and shall recommend to the governor
and the legislature the suitable use of policies, prograns, |ong-range
pl ans, |aws and regul atory nechanisns in order to nmeet such needs.



